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entirely from a non-party point of
view, but amongst the Federal mem-
hers to sit on the convention I
Should fear most the member who is the
National Party leader, Mr. Hughes. He is
a more out-and-out unifleationist than Dr.
Evatt himself. I question whether among
the Federal representatives attending that
convention there will be one who will stand
up for the rights of the small States. Our
Prime 'Minister will no doubt feel himself
bond by the proposals put forward by
his Attorney General, and we shall have a
solid block against the recognition of any
of the rights of the States. And then, when
w4 come to the States, we know, from what
we read in the Press, that in the majority
of the States one out of the two represen-
tatives will most probably he found sup-
porting the ideas put forward by Dr. Evatt.
We canl rely upon it that Western Austra-
lia Will present a solid front against them,
but looking at the representation of other
States I venture to say there will not be one
other State that will put up a solid front
against the lproposals. For that reason I
do not like giving any recognition whatever
to the convention.

My greatest fear is this: I do not think
for a moment that Dr. Evatt will press
these particular amendments. It is a very
old scheme when wanting half-a-crown to
ask for ten bob! One knows that one is not
-entitled to the half-crown, but if one asks
for tea shillings one might obtain half-a-
crown as a compromise. These amendments
are so extreme that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment itself would he afraid if they were
carried. The Commonwealth Government
knows that they will not be accepted by the
people. I think that if they were accepted
by the people, they would invite a crash,
because they are of such an extreme chbar-
acter. Is it not obvious that the conven-
tion will water them down, so that they will
perhaps he more acceptable, though in their
final application they will probably be just
as dangerous as the proposals now put for-
wardV

Hon. H. Seddon: It is the Hidler process.

Ron. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Yes. This
convention is invited in much the same
spirit as Hitler invited the Austrian Chan-
cellor. Personally I would sooner see Dlr.
Evatt's proposals adopted by the Commo-
wealth Parliament and submitted to the
people than see a compromise arrived at as
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the result of the proposed convention. Some
members of the public might possibly he
persuaded to accept something Which in its
operation would be just as fatal to the in-
terests of Western Australia, and those of
the Commonwealth as a whole, as are the
present proposals. I think it well that this
Parliament should, as far as it can, adopt
an entirely non-party attitude on the mat-
ter. Personally I should be quite satis-
fied with the first portion of the amendment
suggested by the Chief Secretary, but I re-
gret that for the reasons I have given I can-
not possibly support the second part, which
seems to give some recognition to the con-
vention and some sort of undertaking to
have in mind the decisions that the conven-
tion might arrive at.

On motion by Hon. L. B. Bolton, debate
adjourned.

BILL-LEGISLATIVE OOUNCIL (POST-
PONEMENfT Or ELEOTION).

Returned from the Assembly without
amendment.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the
Itgislative Assembly Duration and General
Election Postponement Bill.

House adjourned at 4.23 p.m.
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QUESTIONS (2).

RAILWAYS.

East-W est Express and Westland Spa d,.

Mr. NORTH asked the 'Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is there a difference of fifteen
miles per hour between the normal schedu-
led speed of tile East-West express and the
Westland? 2, If not, what are the scheduled
speeds of the respective expresses? 3,' Is
the reason for this disparity solely a matter
of expense, or what? 4, Is there any reason
why the Western Australian section of the
East-West express should not equal the
Kalgoorlie-Port Pinie speed schedule when
the broad gauge is completed to Fremanitle?

The MINISTER replied: 1, No. 2, East-
West express 37 miles per hour. Westland
express 925 miles per hour. In each ease
these are the overall speeds, including stops.
3, Reasons for the disparity are wider
gauge, heavier rails, bigger and more power-
ful engines, easier grades, fewer stopping
places and less work en route on the Comn-
monwealthi East-West line. 4, There is no
reason why, , under similar conditionS, the
actual running speed between K~algoorlic
and Fremantle should not equal that be-
tween Kalgoorlie and Port Pirie.

RUBBER.

Protection, of Flotsam.

Mr. WTLLMNOTT asked the Minister for
Industrial Development: 1, Is he nware of
the large quantities of baled rubber washed
up along certain portions of the coast of
this State? 2, If so, what steps are being
taken to patrol the coast to prevent pillag-
ing?

The MINISTER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
Action has been taken by the Common-
wealth Supply and Customs Departments
to salvage the rubber and prevent pillaging.

BILL-HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Introduced by the Minister for Health
alid read a first timec.

MOTION-GOVERNM!ENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

THE DEPUTY PREMIER AND MINIS-
TER FOR WORKS [2.20]: I move-

That on Wednesday, the 25th November, and
each alternate Wednesday thereafter, Govern-
meat busiaess shall take precedence of all

motions and Orders of the flay on Wednes-
(lays as on all other days.

This is the usual motion generally intro-
duced early in November. During this
session, private members have had full op)-
portunities to discuss private members'
matters, and a good deal of time has been
devoted to them. On two or three occasions
we have made time available on other sit-
ting days so that important questions intro-
duced by private members could be dis-
cussed. It is not proposed unduly to limit
private members' business for the remainder
of the session. Should occasion arise, full
consideration will be given to it. That is
quite usual. There is never any sharp
practice in connection with this motion.
There has always been an amicable under-
,standing arrived at between members oppo-
site and the Government. We hope to
finish this session within the next three
weeks. The Government has still a good
deal of business to get through. The Esti-
mates are not completed. The important
Agricultural Estimates have yet to he dealt
with, and they will take time. Full con-
sideration should be given to them. The
Loan Estimates are not yet finished and
several continuance Bills and other matters
have still to be dealt with, so it is necessary
that we should push on with Government
business. The usual motion which has been
moved and agreed to in previous years is
now lbefore the House. For the reasons I
have outlined, T move the motion standing
in fly name.

MR. PATRICK (Greenough) : This is the
usual motion brought down about this time
each session. In fact, it has conic down this
year a little later than usual. I have no
intention of opposing it, but I still think that
proper time should be given to the consid-
eiation of private members' business. That
time should not be sufficient simply to allow
such matters to go to a division, but time in
which to discuss them. 'Most Governments
tend to minimise the work of private memi-
Ibers ini the Legislative Assembly. It must
be remembered, however, that many motions
in this House have been carried against the
(iovernment, and many motions brought for-
ward by private members have actually
initiated legislation. In different British
Parliaments, motions of grat importance
have been carried by private members. For
instance, there is one which the member for
Subiaco, at least, would consider to be im-
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portant, and that is the motion dealing with
women 's suffrage, which was carried by the
private members in the first place in the
South Australian Parliament. A private
member brought it up year after year be-
fore it wvas finally carried, and so set the
standard in that respect for other Parlia-
ments. Another important piece of legis-
lation, namely, compulsory voting, was in-
troduced by a private meml.,er, not only in
the Commonwealth Parliament hut in every
State Parliament. Members opposite, there-
fore, will see that private members can
initiate legislation of considerable import-
ance. Some private members' business of
importance still re'nius, and I hope time
will be given no? only to vote on these mnat-
ters, hut to discuss them.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth): I am
prepared to agree to the motion, which is
,couched in the usual terms. With the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition I agree
that reasonable time should he allowed for
the consideration of private members' busi-
ness on the notice paper, and any further
business they may deemi it their duty to
bring forward. I feel sure that private
members will not at this stage introduce
fresh matters unless it is thought essential
that the House should consider them. It is
important that we give these matters full
deliberative consideration. At this time in
particular we should guard against any
rushing throug-h of business on the last day
or night of the se-.sion. It does not tend
to raise the confidence of tli4m public in this
legislature, if measures arc- passed Lhrcngh
so rapidly that obvicusly full consideration
cannot be given to themn. Doubtless the
Deputy Premier appreciates the import-
ance of this. Even if the session has to
extend over a few days more, I hope it will
be completed with the consideration and
time that the subjects; dcserve.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin): Before casting
my vote in favour of the motion I should
Ike to know from the Minister whether pri-
vate members' business on the notice paper
is to be put into the melting pot. If there
is any intention of so doing, I enter a most
emphatic protest. Some of the items deal
with matters of a nature very important to
a large number of people in this State. Will
private members who have introduced such
motions be given a fair go? I am aware
that the Government introduces a similar

motion at about this stage in each session,
but I wish to make it clear that the Govern-
ment will not have my support unless an
assurance is given that reasonable oppor-
tunity will be afforded to discuss private
members' business.

THE DEPUTY PRENME (in reply): I
believe that the assurance sought by the
member for Wagin is always given. This is
a motion to expedite business, not to penalise
private members' business. There are im-
portatnt matters standing in the names of
private members and they can be discussed
on alternate Wednesdays. We are not in
such a desperate hurry that we cannot com-
plete the business on the notice paper. At
the same time we wish to push ahead with
Government business. I feel sure there will
be ample opportunity to discuss the matters
referred to particularly by the member for
Wagin.

Mr, floney: If you propose to conclude
the session in three weeks, there will be only
one day available for private members'
business.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: Then the hon.
member might remind me in three weeks'
time if the motion by the member for Wagin
has not been considered.

Mr. Doney: No; that is a matter for you
to attend to.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: Ample oppor-
tunity will be given to discuss private mnem-
hers' business.

Question put and passed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. North end Betting Motion.

MR. NORTH: I wish to make a personal
explanation regarding the vote cast yester-
ddy7 on the motion for the closing of S.F.
betting premises. The mover had arranged
with me to get the item postponed in order
that the wording of the motion might be
made more intelligible to the general public,
but the debate was continued and the vote
was rushed through, making postponement
impossible. I wish to point out that the
motion hardly makes sense, end the voting
is therefore useless.

MOTION-STANDING ORDERS
SUSPNSION.

THE DEPUTY PREMIER AND MINIS-
TER FOR WORKS [2.32j: 1 move-

That during the remainder of the session
the Standing Orders be suspended so far as
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to enable Bills to be introduced without
notice and to be passed through all their re-
mnaining stages on the same day, all. messages
from the Legislative Council to he taken into
consideration on the same day they are re-
ceived, and to enable resolutions from the
Committees of Supply and of Ways and
Means to be reported and adopted on the
same day on which they shall have passed
those Committees.

This also is a motion invariably introduced
at about this stage of each session for the
purpose of expediting business. While we
have a great respect for our Standing Orders,
which insist upon business being conducted
in a very deliberate and orderly way, a
period is reached when very much time can
be saved if, wvith the consent of the House,
Standing Orders are suspended so that third
readings of Bills may be put through and
messages between the Houses may be dealt
with expeditiously. There is no suggestion
that important matters will be rushed
through or that opportunity will not be
given for proper discussion. Neither is
there any suggestion that requests for ad-
journments will not be granted. With the
suspension of Standing Orders, however, we
can expedite business, if so desired, and
when the time arrives, clean up the notice
paper. If the Leader of either party op-
posite desires an adjournment in order to
examine Bills, it will be ranted. The motion
is necessary to expedite the business to-
wards the close of the session, and there will
be no disadvantage if the motion is passed.

MR. PATRICK (Greenough): This also
is a customary motion foreshadowing the
end of the stssion. I am glad the M3inister
has giv-en an assurauce that reasonable time
will he allowed for discussion of the re-
maining business,. I should like to know
how many more (loverument Bills will be
brought down.

The LDeputy' Premier: There will be somec
continuance mevasures and, I think, one or
two others,

Mr. PATRICK: This motion should not
be used to rush legislation through. Rea-
sonable. ailjournments should be granted.
Thisq has not always been done, in the past.
I can recall one Bill having been rushed
through onl almost the last night of the
session, and no adjournment of the debate
was permitted. That was the time when
the Leader of the Opposition was suspen-
ded. T do not think that will occur again.

The Deputy Premier: I think that on that
occasion we brought the Leader of the Olp-
position back again.

Mr. PATRICK: Nevertheless, that Bill
was passed without our being given a rea-
sonable adjournment to consider its merits-
After that experience, I hope we shall
secure any reasonable adjournment we may
require.

MR. SEWARD (Piagelly): There is only
one aspect of this motion to which I desire
to draw attention. Frequently an amended
Bill is sent dowvn from the Legislative Coun-
cil and we are called upon to consider the
arnendments onl the same day as we receive
them, without being given the opportunity
of having them printed and circulated, so
that members might fully appreciate their
import. That almost invariably happens
towards the close of a session and it is a
big disadvantage to private members. There
is one such amendment onl the notice paper
today that involves the turning up of five
volumes of the statutes. Had we to consider
such a message on the day it was received,
without itis being properly circulated among
private members, it would be almost imnpos-
sihie for them to turn up thle statutes in
time, I ask the Deputy Premier to have
the amendments printed so that mnembers,
can see what they contain--especially this
year, when the Oovcrnnwnt Printing Office
is so short of staff.

THE DEPUTY PREMIER (in reply):
There is merit in the remarks of the mem-
ber for Pingelly. In the case he mentioned
time would be given to consider the amend-
meats; but -sinple aimcndnlwnts could he
disposed of on the dlay on which they are
received. No attempt will he made to rush
business through. The business of Parlia-
ment should be properly conducted. The
motion is not aimed at rushing business
through in a manner not creditable to thek
House. -No difficulty will occur in regard
to the point raised by the member for Pin-
gelly, because members would have the op-
portiunity to study involved anmendmnents,
which are sometimes highly important.

Question put and passed.

LEAVE or ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr, Wilson, leave of ab-

sense for the remainder of the session
granted to "Mr. Raphael (Victoria Park) on
the ground of military service.
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BILL.-MARKETING oF EGGS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Council and, on motion
by 'Mr. Sampson, read a first time.

DISCHARGE OF ORDER.

The following Order of the Day -was dis-
charged:-

Health Act Amendment BiU (No. 1).

On motion by the Minister for Health.

BILL,-LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (POST-
PONEMENT OF ELECTION).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 17th November.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [2.39]:
This Bill is supplementary to the measure
for the extension of the duration of the
Legislative Assembly that has passed both
Houses of Parliament. Normally, the elec-
tions for the Legislative Council would take
place in 1942, 1944 and 1940. By this Bill
these elections will instead take place in
194, 1045 and 19-M. Members who would
retire in 1942 will retire iii 1944; members
who would normally retire in 10441 will re-
tire in 1945; and members who would or-
dinarily retire in 1946 will retire in that
year. The principles involved in prolong-
ing thev life of Parliament have been fully
debated recently in this House, and I do
not think any good purpose could be served
by a repetition of what was said then, at
all events ais far as I -am concerned. I ad-
vanced in the course of that debate reasons
which induced i to vote in opposition to
the Bill for the extension of the duration of
the Legislative Assembly. The same reasons
appear to me to be applicable to this pro-
posal to extend the duration of the Legis-
lative Council. For the reasons which I
advanced on the previous occasion, this Bi
does not meet with my support. I was and
am of the opinion that the election should
be held in the normal course.

Question put and the House divided.

.1r. SPEAKER: As there is an absolute
majority in favour of the Bill, and there
being no dissentient voice, I declare the

seodreading carried.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee,
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
(lie report adopted.

Third Readinaq.

THE DEPUTY PREMIER AND MINIS-
TEE FOR WORKS: I move-

That the Bill be now read. a third time.
Question put.
Mr. SPEAKER: I have counted the

House, and assured myself there is an abso-
lute majority of members present. There
being no dissentient voice, I declare the
question duly passed.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL-ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Bea ding.
THE MIMfSTER FOR WORKS [2.47] in

moving the second reading said: This is a
very short measure which proposes to ex-
tend the puirposes. for which an overdraft
mnay he obtained by a road board pending
the collection of rates. At present a road
board cart legally obtain an overdraft only
for the commencing, carrying on or com-
pleting of works. The restriction contained
in Section 286 which it is now sought to
amend, has been found impossible to wvork
to. For mnany years the departmental audit
inspectors hare taken no exception to over-
drafts being utilised for the teumporary pay-
nient of urgent loan eoulmitnients. Sub-
section (4) of Section 245 of the Road Dis-
trick. Act, provides that if in any year the
pvoceeds of a loan rate are insufficient for
the pur-p-se of mneeting interest and pro-
portion or principal falling due, the board
shall make good ainy deficiencey out of its
ordinary revenue. This facility is rendered
inoperative by reason of the restriction in
Section 286 w~hen there are isufficient funds
in the general revenue account temporarily
to assist the loan account.

Subsection (1.) of Section 245 provides
that a board shall impose in every year such
loan rate on aill rateable land in the district
as mnay be necessary to enable the board
t4) pay the interest ou money lawfully bor-
rowed, and also such perentage of the prin-
cipal sumn as is namned in the debentures.
This section has been interpreted legally to
mnu that the loan rates to be levied in any
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year must be sufficient only to meet the
-omnmitments within that year, notwith-
standing that Subsection (3) of the same
qction provides that if in any year the
iroceeds of a loan rate are in excess of the
sum required such excess shall be kept in
hand toward the payment of next year's
interest. The departmental audit inspectors
have urged that the commonsense practice
which hias becn perlkitted for so long should
now lie placed on a legal basis. It has come
to the notice of the department recently
that somie road hoards, which have become
rather apprehensive of their legal position
for the reason that they hare been striking
loan rates sufficient not only to meet the com-
mitments within that year hut also those
falling due early in the following year, have
this year followed the strict interpreta-
tion of the section and have levied rates
sulicient only to meet payments due within
the year.

In one instance a total amount of £1000
becomes due in the months of July and
August, 194.3, bef ore it is practicable to

stiethe rate and issue the rate notices for
that year. It is clear, therefore, that unless
provision is made as suggested in the Bill
such boards will default in their loan re-
payments. This unsatisfactory legal posi-
tion would be largely met by the amendmnent
now suggested to Section 280, and would
lie a particular benefit to those boards which
will not he in a position to create reserve
funds under the provisions of another Bill
which is now before Parliament. In any
event, it is very undesirable that there should
be any confusion at all or haggling on such
fine points in regard to these matters, and
the Bill is therefure recommended far tho
favourable reception of nienihers. It will
be noticed that the proposal is to add after
the word "works" iii the section defining the
purposes for which loan moneys shall he
used, the words, "or of meeting urgent com-
mitments of the hoard in respect of loans."
In times past, boards have raised overdrafts
arid used them far the purpose of paying
interest on loan commitments. Now it has
been sugested that they have not the power
to do so, that they have been acting illegally.
The Bill puts th~e position right.

Our auditors, 'who have to audit the road
board accounts, have directed attention to
this iposition and consider that the proper
way to put things right is by amending the
Act and making it legal for road hoards to

raise overdrafts to pay initerest on loans.
The road hoardl Which w~ill he faced with
time pa~ymen~t of t1,000 in July or Aug-ust
of next year will not have collected the
mione~y by that timie. That is something on
which the bank would willingly lend mioney,
because, the rate is struck and the money
will be corning in, though it will not he
available at thie time. This is the only way
to overcome the difficulty, hy permitting-
overdrafts to hie used to p03y interest on
loans or for the repayment of loans. That
is the sole purpose of this Bill, which has
been asked for by the Road Boards Associa-
tion. I move-

That thme Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. fancy, debate ad-
jouraed.

BITL-INOREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMEND-

MWENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR [2.53]
in mnoving the second reading said: rfbis Bill
imns to manke three alterations or additions
to tire existing Act controlling rents in this
State. The first alteration deals With land
or premisest first let after the 31st August,
103. It will be rememibered that the 311st
August4, 1930, was the dany on which rents;
in this State were pegged. No rent that
was in operation on that (late could he in-
creased following the passing of the parent
Act. The provision iii that .%ct regarding
land or premises; first let after thie 31st
August, 1939, was that the first tenant
should have the right lo approach a tri-
banal for the liurpose of having- a fair rent
estaIblished. Tf the first tenant did not I?)
Ilvoacli a tribunal within the first three
mionthis of oet-ipamw 'v the remit fixed by the
landllord beeame the standard rent.

Because of the wordingq of this particular
provision in the Act, there has been con-
sidem-ahie legal doubt whether any applica-
tion could he mande in respect of such land
or premises if the first tenant had not made
an aphplication within three months- of oc-
cupancy. The amendment proposes that
any ten~ant shall have the right to approach
a tribunal for the purpose of having a faii
rent fixed for any land or premises first
let after the 31st August, 1093D. Therefore,
if the first tenant did not within three
mnouths make the necessary application for
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a fair rent to be fixed by a tribunal, any
succeeding tenant can make an application.
This will mean that the doubt on that legal
point will be cleared up, and also that the
court may be approached to fix a fair rent
where one has not already been fixed.

I want to emphasise that this part of the
Bill deals only with land or premises that
had not been let prior to the 31st August,
1939. Where premises or land were let
on that date, there was a rent already in
operation and that became the standard
rent. But there is some land and there are
some premises which were first let after that
vital date, and where the tenant concerned
did not make an application within three
months for the fixing of a fair rent, the rent
decided upon by the landlord stands, legally,
even though a succeeding tenant may con-
sider the rent charged to be excessive. The
alteration proposed wvill give the tenant to-
day occupying such land or premises an
opportunity to make application to a fair
rents court for a fair rent to he fixed if
it is considered that the existing- rent is e--
cessive.

The second proposal in the Hill ailis at
making it illegal for any landlord to refuse
to let premises; on the ground that the pros-
pective tenant has a child or any number of
children who would he in occupation of the
premises. Memherps will know that a prac-
tier' has developed over many years for
landlords to refuse to let houses to tenants
if it was likely that children would live in
the house. Thle floverninent feels that if
tnants with children arc to be refused the

right to occupy houses simply because of
the existence of those children, it will be
detrimental to the life of the community.
It would mean that we were content to
allow families which included children to
be penalised by having the right of occu-
pancy of dwellings denied them.

If there is anty sincerity at all in the
talk we hear about a new order, I think one
of the major principles of any such new
order will he that families with children
shall not he denied the right to obtain
dwellinir-houses simply because of the pre-
sence of those children. It may he as well
to point nut that this matter is already pro-
vided for in the Conmmonwealth Govern-
nient 'a National Security Regulations, which
deal -with the relationship between land-
lords and tenants. Therefore this particu-
lar proposal already operates in several

States that have no legislation dealing with
this matter. Those States operate com-
pletely under the National Security Regula-
tions. The Commonwealth Government has
asked this State to apply the regulations
here, but the State Government prefers to
pass its own legislation as against accepting
in their entirety on this point the Common-
wealth National Security Regulations. Did
I understand the miemb er for 'Nedlands to
say something?

Hon. N. Keenan: No, I was simply
smiling at th is sudden belief in the State
Parliament!

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I
thought from the hon. ineniber's appearance
that he was developing an interjection. In
this matter the State Government took very
early action. Legislation was passed deal-
ing with rentals; before there was arny sug
gestion of the Common wealth National
Security Reg-ulations being promulg-ated,
From experience, we know that our Act ha;
worked effectively and thle Government de.
sires to improve it by the addition of thE
suggested amendments,. If the Bill ii
passed, it will mnean that Parliament accepts
the State legislation as being quite as
effective as the Commonwealth regulations
in those circuiastiiiices wve would he mudE
happier to continne operating under 0111

State legislation as against thle Common.
wealth reguliations which, if adopted here
would over-ride the State Act. Moreover
the regulations then would continue to oper.
a. for the duration of the war and E~

miouths afterwards. The third proposal -will
if accepted hr Parliament, compel a land.
lord or his agfent to keep a record of th(
rent that was charged for his premises al
the :31.st Augutst. 1939, and of any altena
tions legrally allowed in that rent subsequeni
to that date. In other words, the landlort
or his agent will be required to have
written or typewritten record of the rental;
charged1 for a particular property or dwell.
ing on the (late mnentioned, and of an3
alterations in the standard rent legally al.
lowed since that time.

The Crovernient regardsv that as a neces
sary addition to the State legislation bo
cause, under existing conditions, it is noi
easy for a tenant to know whether the renl
he is called upon to pay is the fair or stand
ard legal rental, or some rental above tha
standard. He has to i e the word of tbi
landlord or his agent as to the rental
Several instncees hare been tracked dow)
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and it has been found that the incoming
tenant has Ibeeni charged 2s. 6d., 5s., or even
as high as 10i. a, week above the standard
or fair rental. If the landlord or his agent
is. compelled to keep a record of the fair or
standard rental, the tenant will have an
opportunity to study it, and will immedi-
ately know whether the amount he is being
called uipoin to pay is correct or represents
a stun in excess of the standard rent. If
the tenant finds lie is called upon to pay an
excessive renan, it will be an easy matter
for him to have action taken to adjust the
Position.

The most beneficial result likely to be de-
r-ived from the alteration to the principal
Acet will be that landlords and their agents
will know that they must keep this record,
which the incomning tenant can peruse, and
this will mean that the opportunities to
charge more than the standard rentals will
lie diminished. In fact, the opportunities to
charge more than the standard rental will
be very limlited. If the landlord or his
agent should interfere -with the record by
making false entries, hie will incur a grave
risk of prosecution, and this will render him
liable to a heavy penalty. I feel sure that
the proposals in the Bill will commend them-
selves to members, and I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. N.orth, debate ad-
journed.-

BILL-MEDICAL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumied from the 12th November.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [.3.10] The Min-
is~ter told thme House that the 'Medical Act
ii very old, and doubtless some of the
amnendmient,. embodied in the Bill are there-
fore justified. Others, I think, will be sub-
jeeted to somne criticism. I notice that the
Minister said that the board is to consist
of not more than seven members, of whom

six;hall be mnedical practitioners. There
may he some justification for what may he
regarded ats a reflection on medical prae-
titioners in that it is suggested there shall
be one member of the board who will be a
layman-in other words, not a medical prac-
titioner.

Mr. Patrick: But the medical practi-
tioners will have a good majority.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes. I do not know of
what use a person who is not a medical
practitioner will be on a board that deals
with professional matters and which,' it is
reasonable to believe, may meet for the pur-
pose of discussing questions relating thereto.

The Minister for Health:- He may be a
good watch-dog.

Mr. SAMIPSON: If the implication is
that the medical practitioners neced a watch-
dog, I arn a little doubtful whether that
view is Justifiable. When I say I am a
little doubtful on the point, I express my
sentiments politely to the 'Minister. I amin
not by anly means convinced that one other
than a medical practitioner should be so
appointed, and I ami firmly of opinion that
.such an appointment would be unjustified.
The Minister muade coilae reference to recip-
rocity being permitted. I take it that refers
to degrees conferred in foreign countries
which, under normal conditions, would be
recognised by the Medical Board. That
postulates a proper viewpoint in most in,
stances, but I ani i-cry doubtful whether we
would he justified in approving of recipro.
city, inasmneh11-as there is always the possi-
bilitv of an influx of foreign medicos,
thereby' cauingii. s-onicanxiety to those who
have secured their degrees from universities
in British communities.

The Minister for Health: The Bill refers
only to reciprocit *- agreed upon by Great
Britain, not by us.

Mr, SAMPSON: I realise that.

The Minister for Health : It has to be
accepted by Great Britain.

Mr. SAMPSON: I realise we have no
power in the matter. I do not know that I
amn favourable to doing anything that wvould
hatve the effect of making it possible for the
Wes-terni Australin authorities to recognise
the dlegrees, or, whatever the qualifications
of medical practitioners may be termed, to
the possible detriment of medical practi-
tion ers in this country. So I say there
is great need for care in this matter,
or there wvill be danger in it. Of course
it is a good thing to encourage the
spirit of brotherbood-"When man to man
thie world o'er shall britbers be"l and so on.
Nevertheless, the sentiment does not always
work out quite as well as one would like.
There is opposition possibly coming to our
own medical practitioners, and I am most
anxious that they should not be injured by



[19 NOVEMBER, 1942.] 145

any legislation passed here. There is in
Clause 4 of the Bill-

Air. SPEARER: Order! The holl. mew-
her must not mention clauses onl second read-
ing.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Bill contains a
clause as to which I ami doubtful whether it
should stand. Mlay 1, Sit-, read the clause?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, I think the holl.
member may read clauses.

Mr. SAMPSON: The clause ats to the use-
fulness of lpropriety of which I am doubt-
f ill reads as follows:-

No miatter or thing done or suffered by the
board or by any member or by the registrar
l'o,,a fide in the execution or intended excul.
tion of this Act or by the exercise or die-
charge, intended exercise or discharge, of any
of its or his powers or duties, shall subject
the board or any member or the registrar or
any other person or the Crown to any liability
in respect thereof.

That of course gives such freedom, or per-
haps I should say such absence of respon-
sibility, as to Cause one to wonder that the
Minister is prepared to take that power.
I am not in favour of any organisatiolt being
permitted, pos sibly' through en rele-sn~ess. to
rio sotnethinig and incur no resjponsihililyi for
the doing of it. Hlowever, the matter is
one which canl he dealt with better in Coil-
mittee: and that remark really' a ppiies to
most of the clauses. It would certainly he
of adlvantage to include with the word "'in-
famous" the words. "or improper;" because
whilst in the old (lays all those In control
were exceedingly serious and severe, such is
hardly the case today. I have looked] upl the
word "infamous" in Webster's dictionary
and there find it defined ais "having a repu-
tation of the worst kind, publicly- breaded
with guilt, notoriously- vile. disgraceful." A
very bad and exceedingly wicked mnember
could with fairness be. described as infamous;
bilt the same dictionary definies the word
"improper'' as "not suitable, unfit, incorrect,
wrong." I could almost onl occasion refer to
a Member or two as "improper," and they
mighlt equally respond by applying that word
to me. The amendment provides an inn-
provement. The fact that registration is to
be effected annually is a good thing. It will
certainly' keep the list of medical practi-
tioners more up-to-date than has been the
ease pyrevioulsly'. Hitherto, I think, 10
guineas has been the fee, and that meant
membership for as long as a person lived
provided no advice to the contrary reached

tI e Medical Board. Int the absence of noti
fication of a member's (decease, his name re
mnained on the list.

The M1inister for Health: Even if he re
niained here only for 12 months.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, and even if h
practised for a briefer period. No one cai
tell when a doctor will die. If the Bil
passes, the annual registration fee will b
three guineas, which seems to mie satisfactor:
and reasonable. Certainly the amount
not unreasonable. There is a feature of tlh
Bill which I think will require a little care
ful consideration by the Minister before
is enacted. I refer to the tail of a propose
newr subelause which sets out what no pet
son other than a medical practitioner aa
dio or mnay not do. He must not do a variet
of things, and he must not practise medicia
or surgery in any one or more of its brancee
or give or support any medical or suree
attendance or advice; and then these word
are added-
or iRIW service, attendane, operation or advic
%v-Iiel, is given or performed by a medical pra(
titioiier.

Now, we all know how useful are tll
words "e't cetera." They cover a niultitud
of ptossibilities. Or the word "including
might havye becem used, thus making it pi
sible to cover all and sundry, or the drafi
nian might have included the words "witl
out flmiting- the generalities of the fon
going." I do not like "generalities" o
the drag-net "etceea c ontained
the provision. For the first time, s
far as I know, the 'Minister, who
usually most circ~uspect in what I
brings forward, has onl this occasia
done somethinii which savours of a part
view~poin t, really, State tinading. Thme Bil
sets out that the hoard shall keep a prope
attctunt of all receipts and payments.
suggest that this advice contained in tm
Bill is not necesary in order to secure the
end. But the clause goes onl to state the
accounts of aill receipts and payments% shal
hle kept, and that such accounts shall b
audited by thme Auditor (General. Shades o
our Accountancy Th Istitute! What justifies
tic,, i., there for the Mlinister's effort to urm
load the promab 'ly simple little accounts o
a Medical Board onl to thme Auditor General
And further the clause provides that th
Auditor C"Ieneral shaH: have all the power
in resp~ect of such accounts as; aire or inR
be conferred upon him by any Act no,
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or hereafter in force relating to the col-
lection and audit of public moneys and ac-
counts.

I may prognosticate that wvhen the Minis-
ter meets some of his accountancy friends
they will want to know why this reflection
is cast on the private accountant, and why
this little organisation, which I do not sup-
pose has an income of £1,009 a year and may
not have bait of it, should be required to
submit its accounts and all receipts and
payments to the Auditor General. That
unfortunate public officer who, time alter
time, though not during the last three or
four years, has been blamed in this Chamber
because hie has been unable to submit his
annual report promptly, is to have this
additional burden placed upon his shoulders.
Members iii those earlier days to which I
refer considered they had occasion to corn-
plain that the Auditor General's annual re-
port did not come promptly to hand. What
tire we going to do? Are we going to have
all bodies authorised by the Legislature of
this State called upon to submit their ac-
counts to the Auditor General2 I fear that
provision was a slip of the typewriter.
Such a vex disturbingl instruction will, I
trust, not be persisted in. I support the
second reading, and am very hopeful that
some clauses of the Bill may bie amended
ix, Committee, much to their advantage.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) : I am solid on
this Bill. It contains, however, a clause
dealing with advertising which provides that
advertising cannot take place except in cer-
tain ways, and which confines the process to
medical practitioners. Then the clause de-
fines by certain words "medical services,"
which might be taken to mean that no die-
tician may advertise, or recommend over the
air, his diets to his various followers. I
do not quite know whether the Minister in-
tends to go so far as that. I do not even
knew wvhether doctors have agreed with
modern diets. Many dieticians, we know,
are laughed at as cranks. 'We know, too,
that wvhat may quit one patient may not suit
another. I am anxious on behalf of the lady
applicant-who saw me and the member for
Swan. who did not refer to the interview iii
his speech, perhaps leaving it to me to do
so-lest the Bill, if passed as now con-
;tructed, should prevent health radio talks
from taking place.

Mr. Sampson: I referred to the stagger-
ing power of the words "et cetera."

M1r. NORTH: I do not wish to throw any
names at the Bill, the need for which I
understand; but I think the time has come
when we should flind out whether it is the
medical profession's intention to run the
dieticians off the market, or whether the
medieal profession intends to bring them into
the fold and establish sonic standard of com-
petvee. I do not know even whether
dietetics have reached the level of a real
.science. There is certainly at great deal of
radio instruction on this subject. I noticed
that we had from the B.M.A. every' morning
of the week a quoite involved lecture on diet.
I trust that wvhen the Bill is in Committee
it will be clarified in such a way as not to
prevent this class of professional experts
from doing their work in such a manner as
will not he hia rinuml to the public.

The Minister for- Health: Every hospital
Its its dietary* svales. The Bill will not
interfere with them.

Mr. NORTH; That is really the issue. I
understand that so-called dieticins claim
that the medical profession is trying to catch
uip, and that it has not yet reached its goal
in that respect. I support the Bill.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) : I hope no
attempt will lie made to stamp out the die-
ticians. I admnit they aire cutting the ground
from beneath the feet of the medical Pro-
fession. With the rapid advance that is now
being ninde in the Fnited States and other
pails of the world in respect to correct eat-
ing, and eating food of the right quality
and in the right quantities, these people Are
likely to do great damage to the medical
profession. They will produce so much
better a standard of living in the com-
munity by the spread of knowledge as to
what to eat and when to eat that the
people will not be satisfied in future if
this information is not allowed to be as
freely, disseminated as is being done in the
Unlited States, where that sort of thing is
making suich great strides. There is no
doubt that many people become sick because
they get too fat. They do not exercise and
tir fat acenmulates. If they' followed the

Correct diet they Would reduce their fat, and
by so doing aeouire good health. I speak
from personal experience, because I took
off 13 lb. in weight in quite a short time.

I believe there is a great dIeal of jealousy
amongst members of the medical profession
against the doctrine of these people who
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provide good health by this mieans. If any-
thing is imported into tim Act that tends
to restrict these people from doing at public
service-they are doing this by mecans of
natural foods, whereas the mediical profes-
sioni is doing it by means of drugs; which
very often aire harmful-the public will he
dlissatisfied. If we put anything into the
Act that wiIll allow the med ical pr)ofe'ssion,
wvhich is at very close mnonopl~oy and inifor-
tunately is, to a large extent, eonitterejal-
asel, to) prevenlt the dieticians from doing
their work, the mnatter will be taken oxit of
our hands. Sonic court may decide that this
valuable source of information mast be dried
upl and kept fromt the public at large. I am
glad the 2f1inistor has assured us that there
is no danger of that happening.

The Minister for 1icalth : If there is, we
will soon, stop it.

Mr. HI"GH ES: I take it the 'Minister
will have another careful look at the matter
tol make sure there will be no risk inl that
dir-ction. His assurance satisfies inc.

Question put and passed.
Bill re:,d a second time.

ASSENT TO BILL.

IMesswtn- froin the I ieut .4 overnor re-
cei ved and read notifying assent to the
Public Authorities (postponement of Elec-
tions) Hill.

BILL-STATE (WESTERN AUlS-
TRAJIAN) ALUNITE INDUSTRY

PARTNERSHIP.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 10th November.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [3.35]: The very
itnteresting address given by the -Minister
for Indusitrial Development was of great im-
portance to every' member of Parliament.
important statements have been made to
the 'Minister by responsible officers whose
duty' it is, as, experts and geologists, tosup-
ply him with information concernin the
alonite deposits fronm which it is hoped to
obtain vast quantities of potash. As we
know, potash is of vital importance in the
production of wealth from the soil. I do
not think it is possible now to secure an ounce
of potash in this State, nor has it been
pfossible to do so for sonic considerable
period. The 'Minister has told us-I do not
like to use the term "fantasticl stories"-
aibout the enormous quantity of potash that

will be derived from the Lake Campion de
posits. He said he had been advised that
there were 15,000,000 tons of this valuabl
commodity in sight. He also told the Hous,
that the Government had entered into a eon
tract with two brothers for a period o
ten years.

I hope the Mlinister will not mind m:
mentioning the point I am now coming tc
1. have had considerable experience in thi
Chamber over the years, and have heard o
ite wonderful things that were going t

happen it' certain industries were estat
lished ill this State. I recollect a long d(
bate that took place in this Chamber cor
*-ciriing the establishment of freezing work
in the North. Private enterprise said the
those works could he built for £100,000, bit
I venture to say that they cost the Stat
more nearly- a quarter of a million. I d
not think the works hove ever paid a div:
dead or any interest on one penny of th
outlay, made upon them. I mention thi
mtatter in the hope that members will giv
attention to the points made by the Ministc
in rezrar(] to the cost of establishing or

it to deal with the alunite deposits.
anderstand that considerable headway he
already been miade wit h t hat plant. I we
very interested to know that it would b
p ossible li 'V meanls of the enterprise that
being launched to provide primary prn
ducers with superphosphate at a cost M
grreater than £15 per ton. Not many yeal
ago £00 a ton was the lowest price at whic
it was possible to purchase that comniodit
in Western Austrafia. It will be a wondei
fill thing for this State if the 'Minister
statement turns out to 1)e correct, and it
possib~le to supply producers with potashf
I hat price. If everyth lug turns out well th
Minister will go down in history as a publi
benefactor. Nevertheless I ask the flou
to hear in mind past experiences concernin
vertain State tradiing concerns, in whie
entegor ,v this particular venture will i
Placed.

'Pile (lovernaleut is finding the great(
part of thle money involved in the establisl
rnlent of the indiustry, and naturally wi
control the working of thme deposits. T1
Minister has endleavoured to convince ti
House that the commodity in question ca
lie produced at £1 per ton. I hope them
will he no strikes or lock-outs, and thi
when the balance sheets come to be prq
duced they will indicate that the conel
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is proving profitable. I point out that it
will be the taxpayers' money that will be
at stake. I have no desire to indulge in
carping criticism. If the Bill is passed-I
intend to vote for it-I hope when the time
comes for uts to see the second balance sheet,
we shall be able to congratulate the Minis-
ter upon what he has done and upon having
brought this Bill down for approval. I am
sure no one will congratulate him more than
I on behalf of the people of my electorate.
The opportunity that seems to he offered to
obtain vast quantities of potash for the use
of primary producers warrants me in saying
-I hope the Bill will be passed, and that be-
fore long those people to whom potash is
such a vital necessity will be able to obtain
it at a price not greater than £15 per ton.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands): I do not
propose to address myself to the Bill from
the point of view of those ieenir wvho
have indicated that they intend to comment
onl the partnership arrangements which this
measure is designed to validate. No doubt
certain individuals were overlooked when
the arrangements were made to acquire the
right to work certain areas, but I do not
propose to deal with that question for two
reasons. Firstly, I know nothing about
the matter except from hearsay, and
secondly, it would he unjust to mnake any*
comment before the Minister hadl all oppol.-
tunity to explain why* lie dealt in a certain
manner with sonic individuals and left
others out. There is, however, a feature
upon which I desire to comment, and that
is that this is anl industry for which appar-
ently it is impossible to obtain support from
private individuals or companies. it is
not difficult, especially in Australia, to get
support for the development of any chemi-
cal or mineral industry if there is a mar-
ket in Australia for its products. Appar-
ently in this case, although it was hawked
in the Eastern States, it was not success-
fully hawked.

The 'Minister for Tndustrinl IDevclopmeut:
it was not hawked in the Eastern States.

Hon. N. KEENAN : I have in mind the
statement made in this House when another
matter wvas being discussed. The originail
prospector who found this deposit went to
the Eastern States but, unifortunately, was
not successful in getting support. This
scheme, if it is to be justified, will be justi-
fied as a war measure. At the present mo-

ment there is a scarcity of potash in Aus-
tralia.

The Minister for M1ines: It is very scarce,
too!

lIon. N. KEENAN: Yes. That scarcity
is almost certain to continue if not become
accentuated for the duration of the wvar.
Therefore this may be described as a war
measure. Unfortunately the State is put-
ting at lot of money into it. On the pre-
sent Loanl Estiniates £89,000 appears. I
s aw an estimate in yesterday's newspaper,
which I assume was inspired, that an addi-
tional £125,000 would be required. It
often happens that one goes hopefully into
a matter and then having taken the first
plunge is obliged to go onl. In the long
runi this scheme masy cost many hundreds of
thousands of pounds.

The whole question depends on the ac-
curacy of the estimates, what the product
wilt cost to produce, and what the market
is for it. This particular deposit in West-
erni Australia would be a hopeless proposi-
tion if it only had this State for a mar-
ket. We must have the Australian market.
1 (1o not knowv that the Minister particularly
emp~hasised that point; hie apparently rook
it for granted. If the twvo units are work-
ing and producing what it is expected they
will produce, it is obvious that unless we
have the Australian market we will have
a lot of it left onl our bands-probably 80
per cent. We must, therefore, he assured
of an Australian market, and what grounds
have we for that assurance? I do not know
what the position is in the Eastern States.
I do not know whether deposits have beer,
discovered there, and if they have whether
they have to any extent been worked. The
Mfinister did mention that there were
certain producing centres in the Eastern
States.

Mr. Patrick: That was raw material for
aluminium-bauxite.

The 'Minister for Industrial Development:
That was raw material for aluminium, not
for potash.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Is it alleged that we
are in the happy position of being the only
State with a deposit of this character?

The Minister for Industrial Development:
The only large deposit.

Hon. N. KEjENA.N: What does the term
"large" govern? We have not apparently
heard] of a deposit to the same extent any-
where else. Assuming that there is a pro-
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Sitable market in Australia as a whole, it
depends entirely on the fact that there is
no similar industry started in any other
part of the Commonwealth. This industry
has a limited,'almost a small field, for the
sale of its produce. The market can be
easily supplied even by this one deposit in
Western Australia.

Mr. Thorn: A lot will depend upon the
price of it, too.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The price will deter-
mine the matter. If anywhere in the East-
ern States, a similar deposit to or one any-
thing like the deposit at Lake Campion-or
as we are told now it should be called Lake
Chandler-is discovered, what will happen?
The mere success of the industry in this
State will immediately be follo-wed by the
starting of the same industry in the Eastern
States in order that they might have sup-
plies close at band and have them under
their own control. It is possible also that
they might think they can produce it at a
lower cost. All these factors will endanger
our investment. It is easy to rush into this.
I am not at present prepared to object to
our attempting to start this industry, but we
mnust be careful about the amount of money
we venture. We are commencing with a
very big si, and if anything like that
amount is put in again and again, as might
well happen, we will soon find ourselves
in the position of having a very expensive
failure to nurse.

If there was anything like an undertaking,
as we could well claim there should be from
the Commonwealth to facilitate the sale of
this product-not as an exclusive sale, as it
is not possible under the Commonwealth
Constitution for the Commonwealth Gov-
eranment to grant that to any one State, but
some kind of trade arrangement which
-would create a reagonable prospect that the
sale of tbe Western Australian product
would not be challenged provided it is mar-
keted at a reasonable figure-then we might
go into this venture in a much calmer frame
of mind. Tf our entry into it is snccessful
we will almost certainly receive a, challenge
-and with the knowledge that we will be
able, in no way, to meet it except in the
course of ordinary commercial rivalry-to
capture the Eastern States markets. If we
do not get these markets this will be one
more lesson in a ruinous State venture.
However, I do not propose to oppose the
second reading.

MR. PATRICK (Greenough): I do not
propose to oppose the second reading of
this Bill, because I do not think we have
any option but to support it. The Govern-
ment, moreover, has gone so far already in
spending money that it would be useless to
oppose it. At the same time I propose to
offer a few observations on the matter. I
hope the measure fulfils the great expecta-
tions that the Minister and the Government
appear to have for it, but I am not too
enthusiastic on the facts put forward by the
Minister. It seems to me that it might be
a ease of the Government rushing in where
private investors fear to tread. We have
certainly had very little information given
us by the Minister, and none at all in the
pamphlet and memorandumi, on the estimated
results. Most members will be aware that
it is customary, when a company puts out
a prospectus, for an estimate of the costs
and so forth to he given. I am not referring
altogether to mining companies. My ex-
perience of them is that they are inclined to
be a little romantic in their claims. In an
ordinary solid business proposition these
estimates are given. If a scheme were pro-
posed by the B.H.P. for more capital, it
would state what it proposed to do and give
the actual costs of working and the halanme
that would remain. We have had no esti-
nmates of that sort at all.

I am not surprised that the keen business-
men who started this company got out, and
got out at a fair figure. If the facts in
this memorandum were put to the investing
public by the Minister, he would be lucky
to sell a single share. I would not he in-
clined to take any shares on this prospectus.
The memorandum and the Minister's speech
contain some rather misleading statements.
After reading these remarks, I have came to
the conclusion that the Minister is not a
mathematician. The average import of
potash into Australia for the five years
ended 1937-39-3-938 was the year quoted-
was 9,300 tons, and the value in Aus-
tralian currency was £83,035. In the year
when the facts were said to he ascertained
by Mr. Fernie-and anyone could obtain
them by consulting the Commonwealth Year
Book-10,615 tons were imported into Aus-
tralia and the value was £97,989, in Aus-
tralian currency. Actually, the production
of 11 tons a day would supply a third
of the Australian requirements on that
basis. On the figures stated and on the
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basis of a six-day week, 40,000 tons
a year will be produced, but the whole
of the Australian consumption, over an
average of five years, is only 9,000 tons. I
do not know where the Mlinister's calcula-
tions have gone astray. When he gets his
full unit into operation, be will produce
120,000 tons a year to supply a market re-
quiring 9,000 tons, taking the average of
five years' imiportations.

Potash, of course, is not a large factor
in Australian agriculture. In the same year,
1938, 777,000 tons of rock phosphate were
imported at a east of £894,000. I can re-
member when a "Potash Syndicate" was in
operation some years ago. It spent a great
deal of money in opening up the Australian
market for its product. Any wheatgrower
who elected to get a 1 cwt. bag of super-
phosphate and mix some 20 lbs. or 30 lbs.
of potash, would get a similar bag of super-
phosphate made up to the same weight and
mixed with sand. Many farmers were in-
ducedt to believe that it would yield great
results, and they gave it a trial. I had a
number of bags given to mec free, but we
got no results because it is a manure not
suitable for wheat. This was a German in-
dustry, and I cite the following- instance to
show the mentality they exhibited then, and
what they are exhibiting today.

A previous professor of agriculture in
Western Australia told me this interesting
story. He had an exhibition of grass plots
showing the differences in the uses of cer-
tain manures. The syndicate to which I have
just referred supplied potash for a cer-
tain plot, and the professor was asked to
watch this plot closely and see that there
was no interference with it. It did not seem
to produce much in the wvay of results. One
day the German representative came to him
and asked what it would he worth to put a
pinch of nitrate into the plot. The profes-
sor told him to get off the premises, and
he maintained a stricter watch afterwards.
That shows to what lengths these people
will go to develop their industries. There
is no doubt that after the war they will
make a lbig fight to retain them.

Although potash is not a big factor in
Australian agriculture, it is very valuable
in connection with certain classes of plants.

a my.N young daiys, the botanical term of sol-
anacew included potatoes, tobacco and toma-
toes. for whieh potash was very beneficial,
and it is also used a good deal in the case

of vines and fruit-trees, bnt that is about
the limit of its uses. There is no doubt that
there is a certain market for potash but,
as the member for Nedlands pointed oat, we
would want some undertaking from the Com-
monwealth Government that we would be
able to retain this market after the war.
I think Western Anstralia would get the
market in the Commonwealth. I do not
know of any other deposits uf the kitad in
Australib, but I do not think, we could eoni-
pete with the big natural deposits in Gcr-
many an(1 Alsace-Lorraine, which are much
richer and from which muriate of potashi
can be extracted with little refining.

Mr. Hughes: Would we trade with Ger-
many after the war?

3Mr. PATRICK: After the war, Alsace.
Lorraine may not form p~art of Germany;
it may again become part of France. I do
not know whether the Government has any
arrangement to protect this industry, as
some other Australian industries have been
protected, when the war is over. I think
the Minister said the value of the potash
was £15 per ton, but the average price of
the commodity landed here in the last five
years was about £9 in Australian currency.
Therefore the industry will require a cer-
tain amount of protection. It is not a big
industry, and it is important now only on
account of the wvar, because these require-
uments cannot at present he imported.

Taking the Minister's figures and the
small importance of potash in Australian
agriculture and asi an industry, I think we
should have been given more information as
to what the by-products are going to yield.
We have heard a lot about by-products, but
no information has been given as to what
will be the cost of producing alumninium
from the alumina, which will be one of the
by-products. I doubt whether we shall be
able to compete in the manufacture of --
minium after the wvar if the Atlantic
Charter is to be carried out. It is well
known that alniniin is produced where
there is vecry cheap water-power. In the
United States of America, the Niagara Falls.
produce electricity at a very low cost, and
that is the largest aluminium-producing
Pountry; so there is not a very bright pros-
piect ahead for aluminium.

I deplore the lack of information given
by the Minister, and also in the memoran-
dum. The memorandum states that the Gov-
ermnent Analyst prepared a report which
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showed that the yield of potassium sulphate
would be 240,000 tons. That was based on
tests carried out at Lake Campion to a
depth of three feet over an area of 300
acres. The Minister mentioned 1,760,000
tons, hut gave no information as to how that
quantity was arrived at. Evidently the
Government Analyst tested the deposit to
a depth of 3 feet only. While I have con-
siderable doubt about the industry, I hope
it will be a success. This will be apl un-
usual industry in that it will be away fronm
the coast. We- have not too many such in-
(dustries in the country districts, and it
.should do something to attract population
fron, the coast. Most of the great indus-
tries of Australia are at ports, and I for
one hope that, in spite of my fears, the
Minister will make a success of the enter-
pr-ise.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson): I realise
that there is no possibility of successfully
opposing the passing of the second reading
at this late stage. Before the Government
rushed into this enterprise involving an ex-
penditure of a vast amount of money, the
Minister should have introduced the Bill.
In fact, it should hate been brought dlown
last session. The second reading was moved
only last week, and we are already committed
to a vast expesiditu-e of money. The Pre-
mer has rushed onl his Loan Estimates and
the spending of the money has already corn-
inenced. This seems to be a peculiar attitude
for the Government to adopt to an im-
p~ortant project of this sort, especially as the
Commonwealth Government has made no
monetary advance and is accepting no re-
sponsibility as to whether the venture is
successful or otherwvise. If the Martin
brothers and the influential gentlemen con-
co-ned with them, whom the Government
has seen fit to buy' out without consulting
Parliament, had been the pioneers of these
depoits, one could understand the position,
but it must be two or thr-ee years since a man
named Joseph told ise of the deposits at
Lake Brown. It w-as Chandler who dlis-
covered thle deposits at Lake Campion.
These men have been scrapped; nothing has
been done to recognise their efforts as the
original prospectors. The Martin brothers
did not come into the picture till 1940. The
mnemorandunm circulated by the Minister
states-

Rame 3% - years ago thle 'Martinl Invetrn-cnt
Co., of which Messrs. M. ajid E. T. Martin are

the principals, made a preliminary survey of
some of the mineral resources of this State for
the purpose of ascertaining whether there were
any mineral deposits available that would war-
rant commercial exploitation.

Were these gentlemen out for the commercial
exploitation of the minerals of this State?
It seems like it! The small syndicate to
which I have referred came into the picture
a long time ago. It consisted of three
brothers named Dunn, and a man named
Josep)h, and they made considerable investi-
gations. They selected under a prospecting
area a place at Lake Brown about two miles
from Lake Campion. They did not stop at
making investigations; they obtained many
reports, and they claim that their reports and
analyses are much better than are those of
thle lake Campion deposits. Yet they have
been overlooked in every way. This was a
syndicate of small men, who spent out of
their own pockets £2,000 or £3,000. Yet
under this Hill Mr. Jackson, Mr. Brisbane,
Mr. Thorn and others are given £C2,000 by
the Government to get out. Chandler, who
wvas interested as far back as 1928, is entirely'
ignored. The other syndicate I have men-
tioned wvill not receive a penny piece by way
of compensation. What possible hope have
those men of competing against the State
Government? How could they get anyone to
invest ini their small syndicate when the
State is prepared to throw in perhaps
£200,000 to develop the Lake Camnpion de-
posit? I suppose the products of these de-
posits are wanted for war purposes, but be-
fore the war sulphate of potash was im-
ported from Oversee. Aleace-Lorraine sup-
plied all Australia's requirements at £8 or
£V (Australian) per ton landed cost. The
syndicate wrote to the Minister for Tndus-
trial Development on the 16th April, 1941,
as follows:

For the past three years we hove been oc-
cupied in endeavouring to treat the alunite de-
posits of the Lake Brown district in this State.

We are pleased to report that we can now
recover from these deposits potash alum
R2804A1,(SO), potash KlO, and aluminunm
oxide AlO.

You will appreciate that so far all our opera-
tions bave been conducted on a small scale.
hut on commercial lines, and we have no docmht
that equally favourable reqults will be obtained
from a large commercial plant operatedi on
similar lines.

We would like to stress the fact that op to
date nil expenses in connection with, thi. re-
search have been borne by our smalli "Ante.
hut at this stage, owing to the obscurity of
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the marketing position, we do not feel justified
in taking any steps to obtain privntely the capi-
tol necessary to place the production of 3K,0
and A1.0D on a commercia footing.

We therefore propose making such applies-
tion as will enable a Government grant to be
made for the purpose, and we should appre-
dlate your advising us of the procedure to he
adopted.
The s 'yndicate (lid not receive a reply to that
letter. Then it wrote to the Commanonwealth
Department of Supply, on the 29th April,
1941, as follows:-

For seine years past deposits in the Lake
Brown area in this State known to be rich
in alunite havte been the subject of research
at their own exrpense by a private syndicate
composed of the following:-H1. F. Dunn,
Perth, W.A.; J. 0. Dunn, Nedlands, WV.A.;
Dr. X. D. G. Dunn, Melbourne, Victoria; L. J.
Joseph, Bridgetowa, W.A.
Then lpartieulars, are given. The reply from
the department was as follows:-

I acknowledge your letter of the 29th April.
No doubt you are aware of the work being
done under the direction of Professor Bayliss
of the L'niversitv of Western Australia in col-
laboration with the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Resenreb on the alunite deposits of
the Lake Campion area.

It would be helpful if you would give some
further advice on the relative advantages of
your ainnite as tcmp~ared with the Lake Canm-
pion deposit and also seone further details Of
the process and the experimental work on
which it is based.
These mnen have been interested in the de-
posits for three years and have made all
sorts of investigations and analyses, where-
as the M3artin brothers did not come into the
business until M1arch, 1040. I am wondering
whether it was on account of the influence
of the big mining men-H. B. Jackson, Bris-
bane, Thorn and others-that the Minister
introduced a Bill by which Martin brothers
rill get 2:3 shares and another gentleman
nine shares. Mr. Chandler has been in the
industry since 1927, and he and Dunn
hi-others are ignored altogether. Is it fit-
fing that thle State should take over these
deposits. which will supply all the require-
mients, of tile 'State, and not compensate the
first prospectors, at least to the extent of
the money which they have expended?
They have no possible chance now of float-
ing a syndicate, seeing that the Govern-
ment has takeni over these deposits.

I am not opposing the Bill; the State is
too deeply committed for me to do that. I
do not wish to oppose anything that 'will
be to the advantage of the State. The
State is ery-ing out for potash. Our to-

bacco industry wants it, our potato indus-
try wants it, our market-gardeners, our or-
ehardists and vignerons want it. Super-
phosphate is not suitable for those indus-
tries. We can only secure potash now
from the deposits, of which the State has a
monopoly. But, as I said, I want to know
why these first prospectors are ignored-.
Why cannot the State Government do some-
thing for these pioneers? Could it not
give them a couple of thousand pounds
each? Chandler certainly is entitled to-
some recompense. Martin brothers not
only get 23 share;, but they have good jobs
as well. I object to the Minister introduc-
ing a Bill such as this at the last moment,
after the Government had pledged itself
and bad advanced and expended money.
That seems to mie to be quite wrong. The
Government must have had that expendi-
ture in mind, because the Premier must
have been preparing his Loan Estimates
for some considerable time past. I de-
sire that everybody should be treated alike,
and that the men for whom I have spoken
should receive compensation for what they
have done.

MR. BOYLE (AvoiiQ: In my opinion most
s-peakers who have addressed themselves to
the Bill have taken-shall I say-a super-
ficial view of it.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
Cheat Western Australians! Are they not?

Mr. BOYLE: I would not say that. They
are entitled to their own opinion. The
Minister has not the right to say that. As
I. know the circumstances, the action of the
Minister and the Government is highly
commendable, because they knew what was
not generally known to the people at large,
namely, that we were faced with deter-
mined opposition by Eastern States in-
terests, which were endeavouring to pre-
vent the deposit from being worked.

Mr. J. If. Smith: We have not been told
that.

Mr.h BOYLE: I am telling the hon. mem-
ber now, anyhow. The syndicate was a finan-
cial one. It was not kite-flying with the
object of getting the deposit and selling it.
One need only mention the names of the
members of thec syndicate, among whom are
Mr. H. B. Jackson, the chairman, Martin,
brothers, and Hardy. The last three were
the only members of the syndicate who
did not have the finance to put into it. The
deposit had been located by 'Martin brothers
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and Hardy, who subsequently interested
financial men in the project.

Mfr. J. H. Smith: The deposit was lo-
cated 20 years ago.

Mr. BOYLE: Immediately Martin brothers
went to the Eastern States -with their pro-
position, the opposition there came to a
head. The outbreak of hostilities further
complicated the position. One member of
the syndicate had invested £25,000 in
Malaya and had lost it, while other meem-
hers of the syndicate were financially
affected by the war. In my opinion the
Governmnent had no option but to anticipate
the approval of this House to the expendi-
ture made. T do not for a moment advo-
ate that Governments should in all cir-
cumstances anticipate a decision of this
House, because, after all, it is the members
who have the right to say whether public
funds shall he expended or not. But a
delay of even months would have been fatal
to the development of what I firmly be-
lieve will be the greatest exploitation of
our natural mineral resources.

'Mr. Warner: Possibly this will be the
only one left after the wvar.

Mr. BOYLE: I speak from a good deal of
research as a layman in this matter, having
frequently visited the deposit, conversed
with eng-ineers and been at the University
with Mr. Fernic when the pilot plant had
finished its work. I investigated these mat-
ters personally. Reference has been made
to the slim of £C89,000 expended from Loan
f unds. 'Why, the Japanese offered the syn-
dicate over £60,000,000 for the raw material
delivered on their ships at Fremantle.
Eighty-nine thousand pounds is a small
amount of capital when we have resources
of this type.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Where did you get
that information?

Mr. BOYLE: It can be secured from the
Department of Industry. The position at
that time was that practically an embargo
existed. This is the largest potash deposit
in the world. The only comparable de-
posits are in Alsace; there are deposits in
Palestine, but these are small. There are
no deposits in the Eastern States or in
Tasmania, and so Western Australia, has
a monopoly of this product. In the Lake
Campion area the recovery -rate is 10 per
cent. The treatment estimated by M~r. Nor-
wood was 130 tons per day, with a recovery
of 13 tons of potash at a cost of £8 10s. per

ton. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
referred to the fact that the importation
of potash into Australia averages about
10,000 tons a year. It is obvious, there-
fore, that we can supply that 10,000 tons
a year to Australia.

If the imported cost, as stated by the
hon. member, iis about £10 per ton, we
are still within working costs, according to
Mr. Norwood's estimate of 130 tons a day.
But I visualise the export of this commo-
dity. This wonderful deposit will produce
not only sulphate of potash, but also potas-
sium sulphate, sodium sulphate, alumina,
aluminium. sulphate, aluminium. chloride,
potash alum, sulphuric adid and hydro-
chloric acid. There are 750,000 tons of
sulphur in this deposit. We are trying to
re-settle our eastern wheathelt, and the
greatest single factor in that scheme will
be cheap superphosphate. In one of her
playful moods, Nature has placed this de-
posit almost in the centre of the marginal
areas.

1{on. N. Kecnan: Do you say we should
use it for Wvheat?

Mr. BOYLE: We could use it for the
production of superphosphate.

Mr. J. H. Smith: How?
M1r. BOYLE: We must import phosphatic

rock and will always have to do so, but we
have also to import sulphur. We -were get-
ting it from Sicily, Florida, and Morocco-
We cannot now get sulphur anywhere
within a reasonable distance of Australia.
We hav'e 110 phosphatic rock in Australia
comparable with that obtained from Nauru.
As I said, we have also to import sulphur.
Here we have in our own State 750,000
tons, enough for our normal requirements
for 20 years, and it is obtainable as a by-
product. That means we could establish
'a superphosphate works in that district.,
It also means that our top-dressing and
other troubles of that kind will be alleviated.
We shall he able to get cheaper superphos-
phiate for those areas.

I now come to the treatment of the men
associated in the development of this de-
posit. Most speakers have overlooked the-
fact that the Government took over these
leases, from those men. They overlooked

althe fact that there has been a great
deal of expenditure on developmental work
done by those men. Consequently, that
they should secure shares in the venture in,
partnership with the Government is some-
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thing, that I myself would advocate. I do
not decry the appeal of the member for
Nelson on behalf of Dunn brothers, hut I
say the Minister had no option or, rather,
he had an option; he could have been dis-
tinctly dishonourable and said to those men,
"'Owing to circumstances beyond your con-
trolI, you cannot develop this particular de-
posit. Therefore, I am going to cancel your
leases, take over the deposit and work it
as , State proposition." That would have
heen a dishonourable action. Owingr to
difficulties in carrying out the conditions
oif the leases, the Minister for 'Mines could
have cancelled them. The Government has
given certain shares to these other men. It
has givent 23 each to Mfartin brothers. Those
shares dio not represent a cash value.

M-%r. Hughes: How many shares are there?

Mr. BOYLE: The number would not ex-
,ceed 100. I think it is about 69 amongst the
three of them.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
They were given 23 each out of a total of
420.

Mr. BOYLE:. Those shares do not repre-
sent cash. There are certain conditions in
the agreement. For instance, any losses
must he borne by the s9hareholders. If this
is niot a profitable enterprise tile shares must
bear the losses just as the profits will be
shared in the event of the venture being a
success. The only alternative wouldl have
been to give these men a cash return. In
the circumstances, I do not think the Mini-
ister made a bad deal, and the placing of
£89,000 on the Loan Estimates was in the
-nature of rather a bold effort to develop a
proposition which, to my mind, is fraught
with incalculable good in the development
of this State. It gets away from gold and
alt other primary products, and brin , into
Wes.tern Australia the develoniment of a de-
centralised industry which, as one member
said, is away from the coast, and is in our
agricultural areas and which. I am sure,
wilt he profitable to the State in more ways
than one. Alumina has been mentioncrd. in
this narticular case that is one atf the least
of the products. It is renfly a -residue prn-
duet. But there are suhbtnntial recoveries
to he mide of sulphate of nnta,;h, sulphur
and othe.r thin-gs that have tn be imported
at present If we can prodii-e s'u'hb thin~s
here andl this Bill iil beln in that direc-
tion, it has; my unqualifiedl sm-port.

THE MIMISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOP&ENT (in reply): The way of
anyone who attempts to establish secondary
industries in this State is very bard.

Mr. Boyle: Like that of the transgressor!
The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL

DEVELOPMENT: Listening to at least one
of the speeches this afternoon one would
have thought one should make no attempt
to establish a secondary industry in West-
ern Australia unless one could guarantee it
100 per cent. in every respect. The sug-
gestion was that unless. that could be done
it would he unwise and unsafe to do any-
thing. I would like to know how much we
would add to the structure of our second-
ary industries if we waited, before attempt-
ing- to do anything, until we had a proposi-
tion which was absolutely 100 per cent, cer-
tain in every respect. We would not make
one inch of additional progress. If that
position had had to be waited for in the
past, we would not have had even one tiny
secondary industry in Western Australia. I
doubt whether w $e would have had one pri-
mary industry either. If Western Austra-
lia is to progress at all in the field of see-
ondary industries, we shall have to show a
little more initiative and courage than was
suggVested by the member who delivered the
speech tn which I urn referring.

Mfr. "Marshall; Some tenacity and deter-
mination, too!

The M1INISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: We were told that the
proposition in connection with this indius-
try was hawked-I do0 not like that term
for a start-all over the Eastern States, and
that financial interests over there were so
poorly impressed that they would nut put
even a shilling into the proposition. That
is not correct in any shape or form. The
proposition wan not hawked in the Eastern
States. No financier of any kind in eastern
Australia wa-4 evr given an opportunity to
put a shilling into the industry. 'We -were
particularly careful to keep) the Eastern
States, interests out of it altogether because
we feared--justifiably, I think, on our p)ast
experienc-thut if those interests could get
a grip on this industry they would control
it and operate it. not so much for the hene-
fit or Westernt Australia, but more loartil'u-
larly for their own benefit and for the bene-
fit of eastern Australia.

Wewere careful to make suire that Eastern
States inter-ests4 had no ownership cor con-
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trot of this industry. They wvere given no
opportunity to become financially interested
in the industry. I have no doubt that if
wre had made this industry available by way
of offer to certain big financial groups in
eastern Australia, they would have taken the
opportunity to grab it, because some of
them are very clearly aware of what the
industry is and what it is likely to be worth
when it is fully developed. We had a great
fight against Eastern States interests in
order to get the industry where it is today.
The bauxite interests in eastern Australia
(lid everything in their power to kill any
possibility of this industry being developed.

Mr. Boyle: With a million pounds be-
hind them, too.'

The MINISTER FOR I-NDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: They realised that the
development of this industry will mean that
if alumina for aluminium manufacture is
ever to be produced in Australia it will be
produced from potash residues at Lake
Campion and not from the bauxite deposits
in eastern Australia. I assure members
that the bauxite interests in eastern Aus-
tralia had supporters in high places, and
those supporters did what they could to
prevent a development of any kind at Lake
Campion. I give the House tbe absolute
assurance not only that this proposition was
not hawked to private financial interests, in
eastern Australia, but that the State Gwov.
erment had to fight vecry hard against
those influences and interests in an endea-
vour to have the industry developed at Lake
Campion. The success of the industry is
absolutely assured for the war period and
in my judgment, and that of those -who
have had most to do with it, is assured after
the war.

Mr. Berry: If it only helps during the
war, it is not so bad, is it?

The M1INISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: If Australia had re-
fused to start new industries during this
war because of some doubt about the possi-
bility of their continuing in existence after
the war, its war effort wvould have been a
poor and puny thing.

Mr. Patrick: But one, the liquid fuel in-
dustry, has been protected. Is this to be
protected after the war?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Many have been unpro-
tected. Since the war, millions of pounds
have been put into secondary industries to

produce articles required for the wvar effort.
The products of this industry are required
indirectly, aud some of them directly, in
connection with the war effort. If the en-
deavour of the Commonwealth Government
to establish an aluminium-manufacturing
industry takes shape, as it is likely to do
any day, there will within a short period
be a demand, and a strong one, for alu-
mina. We will have alumina in great quan-
tities in the potash residues at Lake Cam-
pion. What greater contribution to the
war effort could Western Australia make
than to have available big supplies of alu-
wins, which is the basic material required
for the manufacture of aluminiumq1

Reference was made by the member for
A~von to other by-products which would be
of great assistance in connection with the,
war effort, and which would be a great help
to our essential primary industries. I would
impress upon members that it is not only
the industries which produce munitions that
help our war effort. Any product that helps
to produce essential foodstuffs and other es-
M-entiad requirements associated with the wvar
effort is an industry of great value, directly
and indirectly, to the prosecution of the war
ellort.

Mr. Doney: That is what we have been
trying to tell the House for a long- timne.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL.
I)EVELOPMIENT: It is true beyond any
question that the primary industries of this
State arc playing a vital part in the war
effort by producing the food without which
the troops could not exist, and without
which the civilian population could not put
forward any xvar effort. The member for
(reenough. said that we did not
issue a sufficiently detailed explanation
as to how much per cwt. potash would cost
to producie, and how much would be spent
on labouzr costs; on cost of super-
vision and on the upkeep aind mainten-
ance of machinery. He also complainedl that
-we dlid not give an estimate of what profit
would be made from each ton of potash pro-
duced, and each ton of other producets pro-
duced. Is it necessary to give the House all
these details? We have made an estimtate
and told the House clearly andl plainly the
cost at which potash will be produced. That
cost has been worked out on the actual cost
of production in every detail. We have esti-
mated carefully, as the hon. Member Could
see in his fie if he wished, the cost per ton,
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-the labour cost, the supervision cost, and
the maintenance of machinery cost. These
costs have been calculated in detail, and on
that detailed calculation we have reached
the estimated cost per ton at which potash
tan be produced.

We do not want to impress any private
financial interests in this or any other State.
We are going into this industry to produce
potash. On the careful consideration that
has been given to the estimates, we are sure
that we can produce it at a certain figure
per ton. That is all we want to know at
this stage and we know, of course, that the
cost per ton tit which potash can be produced
is oine which will enable it to find a ready
market not only in Australia hut in other
,countries not far distant. As for bock as
two years ago, we had inquiries from New
Zealand. That country had received some in-
formation through the newspapers about an
attempt being made in Western Australia to
develop the potash industry at Lake Cam-
pion. We have had inquiries also from other
directions. We feel positive that there will
be no difficulty at all, even after the ivar,
in disposing- of the products which will come
from Lake Campion.

I would point out that the financial side
,of the industry, so far as the Government and
Martin brothers and Mr. Norwood arc con-
cerned, has been worked out onl the basis of
producing and selling potash only. After
we have produced potash, we will have all the
potash residues containing alunina, sulphur,
hydrochloric acid, and the other constituents.
to whichl reference has been made. To the
,extent that we produce by-products, apart
from the main one of potash, so will the
financial position of the industry hie made
stronger- We have been careful to give con-
sideration to the value of the potash residues,
and the financial strenc-th which will be
addeil to the industry if thley arc treated
for the purpose of producinT any by-pro-
ducts. But we have been conqerrative in
basing all our estimates and calrnilation- on
the potash side of the industry alone. He-
entice we have been careful and conservative
in that regard, we feel there is every pros-
pect of financial success;. We know from our
investigation,; that the production of potash
alone will provide a measure of financial
suees sufficient to warrant the continuation
of the industry. There is evry chance, as
mentioned by the member for Avon, that

not only one bat several Of the by-products
will be in great demand within Australia and
in countries in close proximity. So we have
that great margin of financial safety to
support us. I sincerely hope and trust that
maembers will not become pessimistic aud un1-
duly worried because they f eel it is possible
that potash will be produced at a loss. I am
sure it will not he produced at a loss, either
during or after the war.

Hon, N. Keenan: What figure do you put
down for your lowest cost of produetio

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: We place that figure at
approximately 911 a ton when the full units
of production are established and operating.
At that cost of production we feel and know
that even after the wvar, if potash isi imo-
ported into Australia from oversen at the
pre-war rate, we would still be able to coin-
pete successfully against those importations.
Is it not reasonable to suppose that it will
not be possible for many years after the
war to import potash from. overses coun-
tries at a rate as low as that which ruled
inumediately before the war9 Is it not
likely that the cast of production in the
p)rodneing- countries will rise? Is it not
certain that the shipping freights between
those countries and Australia will increase?
Is it not certain that the handling costs at
our pco-ts will ble much higher than those
p~revailing before the war? If careful con-
sideration is giv en to this aspect it must
be agreed, omi the information available and
on a reasonable certainty of what post-war
conditions, are likely to he, that no potash
will be capable of being landed in Australia
at anything- near a price as low as £12 or
£14 per ton.

The mnember for C1reeuough also referreed
to the- fact that we :iim at producing, with
the first unit of equipment, 130 tons of pot-
ash pei day. Hle s;uggested that that riuan-
titr would fall oeeed Australia 'a pre-war
usce of potash. That[ is true. The total
imports, before the war approximated 12,000
tons.

Mr. Patrick: The averag-e for the last
five yealrs Nvwls 9,000 tons.

The MiTNISTER FOR? INDUS9TRIAL
DEVXTLOPMENT: The total for 1930 was
close on 12,'0K) tonis.

"Mr. Patrick: In the year quoted in the
memorandum the quantity was 10,000 tons.

The 'MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPM1ENT: Even if tbc totai was
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10,000 or 11,000 tons1 the bon. member will
-agree that the use of potash in Australia
was increasing year by year because of the
greater development of primary industries
that needed potash as a fertiliser. I think
it is certain that, with the passing of the
years the use of potash will, with the
natural development of our industries, in-
-crease.

Mr. Patrick: You say the production will
be 131) tons of potash per day?

The INISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Yes. That is what the
first unit of plant will be capable of pro-
*ducing.

Mr. Patrick: I think the member for
Avon said 13 tons.

Mr. Borie: I said 130 tons of alunite
would be treated.

The MWINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
D)EVELOPMENT: Yes, 130 tons of alunite
per day will he treated, but I am dealing
with the suggestion that we should not es-
tablish a plant that might produce in ex-
-cess of Australia's requirements.

Mr. Patrick: I do not say that, but not
to the extent you propose.

The 'MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
l)FNELOP-MENT: T submit that we should
establish a plant capable of producing a
goodi deal more than Australia's pre-war
requllirements.

Mr, Patrick: Not ten times as mnuch.
The MITNISTE ? FOR INDUSTRIAL

DEVELOPMENT: No, but a quantity con-
siderably above. It would be very foolish
of the Government and those associated]
with it to go to the expense of establishing
a plant capable of producing an equivalent
only of Australia's pre-war requirements,
and then find after a year or two that a
good deal of additional expense would have
to hep faced to alter that plant or adid to it
in a s~ort of patch-work fashion. It would
Wx better to proceed as we propose to do
and ensure that the plant to he established
will he easily capable of producing the
whole of Australia's requirements, and that
-we shall he ini a position at any time to
produce considerably above Auistralia's re-
rnuireiefts.

Mr. Patrick: You would have to increase
the plant.

The 1IUN1STER FOR IN1DUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: We might, hut we should
go ahead on the basis of a plant capable
of meeting all demands upon it. For the

first year or two we shall not be in a posi-
tion to do that, because during the war
period we aim at having one-third of the
total plant established, which will produce
one-third of Australia's total requirements.
We are doing that partly because we do
not wish at the beginning to put £260,000
into this industry without having had any
practical experience of it. I think we are
moving carefully and reasonably in this
con nec lion. We propose to establish one
unit at a cost of £110,000, and its establish-
ment and operation will provide us with
all the practical experience we require. If
wve find, with the passing of time, that it is
desirable and necessary to increase the
productive capacity of the plant, we shall
be in a positiun to go ahead without delay,
even to the extent of trebling the capacity

I have no doubt that, with actual steps
being taken to establish the industry, there
will be quite a number of men trying to
muscle in on it. We shall probably have
applications from all directions-from men
who have perhaps walked across the lake at
some stage or other, perhaps have camped
there for a day or two, and from others
who may have held leases for a year or two
hoping, that something would happen and
that they wvould make a large profit out of
selling the leases. No doubt Ire shall have
applications from here, there and every-
where.

Hon, N. Keenan: Does that apply to
Chandler?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: No, I am leaving him
out of the discussion; we already have a
motion on the notice paper dealing with
him. His& position is somewhat different
from that of the other men of whom we have
been told. Take the names mentioned by
the member for Nelson this afternoon, the
three Dunns and 'Mr. Joseph. What did
they do? What was the member for Necl-
son aiming to tell us they were doing! He
said Mr. Joseph met him and told him there
were deposits Of alunite at Lake Camipion
which could hc developed to produce potash
and sulphur. Does that justifyv anyone in
see'king a financial interest in the industry
when it is being developed entirely by the
Government, with the assistance of three
other men who have played a vital prac-
tical part in making its development poss-
ible? If I hadl held leases for two years and
ascertained what the Mines Department, the
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University and] the 0.S.I.K. had done, would
It be entitled to a financial interest in the
industry when other men and organisations
had been entirely and completely respon-
sible for the actual and practical develop-
ment of the industry?

M1r. J. H. Smith: But you will not deny
that these men wrote to you before the Mar-
tin brothers came into it?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I will deny it, and
strongly.

Mr. J. H. Smith: They say the opposite.
The 'MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL

DEVELOPM1ENT:- I do not agree with
what they say. The member for Nelson re-
ferred to a letter which one of the Dunn's
wrote to me on the 16th April, 1941. The
Martin brothers approached the Department
of Industrial Development at least 12
months before that date. Early in 1940 the
syndicate, of which the Martin brothers
were the main members in a working sense,
had made all necessary arrangements -with
the University of Western Australia to have
their own findings and experiments and re-
search results checked.

Mr. J. H. Smith:. That was after those
people wrote to you.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOP'MENT: After which people
-wrotec-?

Mr. J. H. Smith: Joseph and the Dunns.
The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL

DEVELOPM1ENT: It was not. As a mat-
ter of fact the member for Nelson read a
copy of a letter which one of the Dunns
is supposed to have written to me on the
16th April, 1941. If members will care-
fully study the memorandum they will see
that arrangements were made by the syn-
dicate with the University in April of 1940,
12 mnonthis earlier, to carry out all necessary
tests and research work that was required
to find out for certain whether the smnaller
tests9 and the lesser research work done by
Martin brothers were along the right lines.

Mr. Patrick: Of course the main trouble
is how to treat the stuff.

The M1INISTER. FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Exactly; and the Dunn
brothers and 'Mr. Joseph became interested
in it 12 months later, when the University
tests had been completed and successful
methods of treatment evolved.

M.Marshall: Who evolved them, any-
how?

The MINISTER FORl INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: They were evolved, in
the beginning, on a small scale by the
Martin brothers, and later sent to the Uni-
versity for the closest possible check and
analysis and further testing; and the Gov-
ernment supplied the 'University with a
pilot plant in order that the research work
and the tests might be carried out to the ]a-t
degree of certainty, and that the treatment
methods might be proved beyond any doubt.

Hon. N. Keenan: What was the research
work carried on by the Martin brothers.'

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT:- It covered possible
treatment methods, which they had worked
out on a laboratory-scale plant.

Hon. N. Keenan: They had a plant?
The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL

DEVELOPMENT: They had access to a
plant. So if the member for Nedlands
thought the Martin brothers had done no
technical work at all in regard to treatment
processes, he was quite wrong because they
in fact did highly valuable work. I am
veryv sorry this, afternoon to have heard in
this Chamber attempts to depreciate the
great value of the work done by these two
boys. They are two Western Australian
lads, and] they have been tremendously keen
to get this industry established. They worked
night and dlay for three years, and I con-
sider they arc entitled to all the encourage-
mient that Parliament is in a position to
give to them. I was particularly caretful in
the negotiations wve had with the syndicate
to see that the interests of those boys and
the interests of Mr. N\orwood were pro-
tected, over and above the general interests
of the syndicate. That is why to the Martin
brothers. and Mr. Norwood were given more
shares- than were offered to the other membhers
of the syndicate. The two Martin brothers
and Mr. Norwood were the working members
of the syndicate. Therefore from the aspect
of developing the industry, or making its
development possible, they were the valu-
able metmbers of the syndicate. The other
inem hers of the syndicate were the financial
icm hers.

M1r. Marshall: Speculators!
The MITNISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL

DEFVELOPMENT: The term could be used.
And so the Government in its negotiations
,with the syndicate, over and above the syn-
dlicate as a whole, set aside a certain interest
in which the Martins and Norwood would
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share. Because of the magnificent work
done by the Martins and Norwood we agreed
that they should receive a special additional
interest in the industry. To that we have
stood up right through. It would be one
of the greatest disappointments of my life
if these boys should he deprived of an in-
terest to which they are absolutely entitled.
What are they getting out of it all? Up
to date they have not received a farthing.
And they will not receive a farthing out of
this industry unless it succeeds. But if it
succeeds, they will get a share of the suc-
cess in accordance with the proportion of
the number of shares they hold to the total
number of shares held hy the Government
ad them together. Anyone would think

that the Government was handing the Ma~r-
tin brothers and Mr. Norwood handsome
cheques which they could cash and make
mnerry with tomorrow.

Hon. N. Keenan: You know that you
fixed the price of the shares when you
bought out the syndicate!

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DE VELOPMENT: Yes.

Hfon. N. Keenan: That fixed the price.
The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL

DEVELOPMNENT: Yes, but the Martin
brothers and Norwood cannot go out to-
morrow and sell their shares. They are
hound to remain in this industry for at
least 10 years- absolutely hound to do that.

Mr. Sampnlol: They might work and get
nothing.1

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: They will he paid for
the work they do as officers in the indus-
try; but in respect of all the work they did
prior to being employed at Lake Campion,
they might finish uip by getting nothing
for it.

Mr, ..11 . Smith: Are they suire of their
position,,?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Only if the industry
succeeds. Their services could be dispensed
with by a week's notice. They have not
any agreement or contract with the Govern-
meat in respect of their employment.

Mr. .1. H. Smith: But surely they would
get some compensation I

The 'MINISTER FOR TNDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Not a farthing!

Mr. J. 11. Smith: That would not be fair.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAIJ
DEVTELOPMENT: I do not know whether

it would be fair or not. It is the agree-
ment. The Martin brothers and Norwood
are so wrapped up in the development of
the industry, so keen to see it developed for
Western Australia's sake, that they are pre-
pared to take a risk about whether they
ever get anything out of the industry be-
yond the salaries they receive for the ser-
vices they give. They have worked hard
and capably and effectively. The Parlia.
ment and the people of Western Australia
are indebted to these young men for the
work they have done and for the mianne-r in
which they have done it. I consider that
probably the Government and the State are
fortunate to have them in the industry upon
the basis on which they have entered it. I
am positive we are extremely fortunate to
have the benefit of their services as em-
ployees of the industry. The Government
has made, I think, a very good agreement
in this matter. I am not complaining that
the Government is not well placed in respect
of the agreement. I believe it is. It is en-
titled to be. Therefore I say that in all
the circumstances the Bill now before t~ie
House, which contains the agreement made
by the Government with these men, is one
that warrants the full support of every
member of both Houses of this Parliament.

Tt was suggested that we ought to have
brought the agreemtent here for considera-
tion before it was finalised and signed; but
I think most members will agree that hail
we brought any agreement-not necessarily
this one-here for consideration and de-
cision before it was finalised and signed,
there probably would never have been any
agreement finalised and signed. Instead of
being able to say this afternoon that this
industry will be in production in Maren of
next year, it probably never wvould be in
production if production depended upon a
proposed agreement being bronght here and
approved by both Houses of Parliament. It
might have been possible to induce Parlia-
ment to approve of a proposed agreement,
but I amn certain that when that agreement
caine to be taken to the parties for signa-
tuire they would say, "Go to the devil." So
the whole matter would have dragged onk
hopelessly month after month and year after
year, without one pennyworth of work be-
ing done where we want work to be done,
namely, at Lake Campion itself. I regret
there has been as much delay as there ha%
been. It has taken a little more than thuee
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years of hard struggling and striving to
reach the position we have attained today.
We have had to meet difficulties, troubles
and discouragement. I have not told the
House all about those troubles, but they
have been great in number and exceedingly
varied and difficult in character. I tuink
wre are fortunate to be in the position we
are in at the moment, and I tr-ust the House
will unanimously agree to the second read-
ing- and also pass the Bill through all its
stages.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the 'Minister
for Industrial Development in charge of the
Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2--Approval aud ratification:
Mr. MlcDONALD: I regret I was oin-

avoidably prevented from being- present es-
cept towards the cud of the M1inister's
.speech. I desire to refer to something which
he said and which I think ought not to pass
without somne comment, and that is the sug-
gestion that thre only way-I use his words
-was for the agreement to be made first
and then prescnted to the House for en-
dorsement. In other words, the agreemtent
should be made first and then the House
should be presented with what is called a
fait accompli. I am not saying that in the
present circumstances, in view of the wvar
and the demand for these chemicals, the
Minister would not be justified in making
the agreement first and then referring it to
Parliament; but I say emphatically that I
regard it as a most dangerous principle that
any Government should consider itself en-
titled to make agreements dealing with an
important asset of the State without ref er-
once to Parliament. A provision could be in-
sorted in the ag~reement that it is subject
to the ratification of Parliament, and that
normally would be the, proper course to
take,. all parties would then understand that
the agreement would have no binding force
until the approval of Parliament had been
obtained. But, if my memory serves me
correctly, there is no such clause in this
agreement. 'Nor am I prepared to accept
the proposition that an agreement should
never be made, or could be made only with
the utmost difficulty and delay, if referred
to Pairliament before it is made.

If the subject-matter of the agreement is
one in the interests of the State, the mem-
bers, of this House and of another plae*
are sufficiently responsible to take the view
that it should be made, and they are suffi-
ciently responsible to abstain from any ob.
.jeetions which are not warranted by tf
subject matter of the agreement. As I say.
I do not object to this agreement havinp
been made as it has been made, in advance
of approval by Parliament. But eircum.
stances aire entirely abnormal. Speed is tht
essence of the contract in the struggle is
which we are engaged. But as a principh
I wish to say definitely that Parliament
should not he agreeable to the making ol
agreements of a major character involving
an important asset of the State in such 4
way as to bind the Crown before Parliameal
has an opportunity to express an opinior
on them. If we were to take any othei
view of the matter, we would be doing ar
injustice to ourselves as members of thb:
Chamber, and our action would greaty dis-
credit us in the eyes of the public as wet.
,is it our own estimation.

The 'MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOP'MENT: I have but little to say
What the member for West Perth said ma3
have proper application to certain elasse!
of agreements, but not to this agreement
The circumstances surrounding the situatior
when this agreement was being drawn weri
changing from day to dlay and week t(
week. If any proposed agreement in respee
of this measure had had to be brought t(
Parliament, it would have been debated hen
for at least a month or longer, on aecoun
of the importance of the industry involved]
By the time Parliament had completed it!
consideration of the agreement, circum
stances mnight have changed completely, a!
they did on more than one occasion din
ing the 12 months or so while thes4
negotiations were being conducted.

Ifr. J. Hf. Smith: Has Mr. Norwood re
ceived any cash in respect of his share it
the partnership?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAl
DEVELOPMENT: No. M1r. Norwood is:i
partner with the Government. He rceive(
23 shares out of a total of 420 shares, bu
no monetary payment of any kind has beet
made to him.

Clause put and passed.
Schedule, Preamble, Title-agreed to.
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Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1942-43.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 10th Novem-
ber; Mr. Marshall in the Chair.

Vote-Agriculture, £694,370 (partly con-
sidered):

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore) [5.20]:
When introducing these Estimates, the Min-
ister expressed a great deal of concern about
the ravages of wvhat we assume to be swine
fever. I have not yet seen any reference to
this disease being under control, though
something may have appeared in the Press
without my having noticed it. The Minis-
ter said the incubation period was 14 days,
and that if no fresh eases occurred after
that period, we were to assume that the un-
fortunate visitation had passed. I hope the
Minister wvill give us an assurance to that
effect. Another serious problem that the
Minister has to face is the manpower prob-
lem. I have spoken about that on several
occasions and drawn attention to the fact
that, with the advent of Japan into the war,
we indulged in what might easily be called a
form of panic recruitment. We went silly
and said that everybody must become a sol
dier.

.Now, we are all agreed that we must have
anArmy but, in a country with a small

population like ours, surely we must have a
proper balance. That would apply in any
country. We cannot make every one of our
seven million people a soldier, nor can we
make all the men of military age soldiers,
because there is something more in the foun-
dation and construction of an army than
the actual soldiers. Those men have to be
fed, clothed and equipped, and it behoves
us to wake up to that realisation and face
up to it, and see that nothing in the nature
of unbalanced recruiting by the Army pre-
judices the very organisation for which the
recruitments are made. If our civil organisa-
tion is not so built that the Army can be
provided with the things I have mentioned,
namely equipment and food, very soon we
shall have no Army at all. It is incumbent
upon us to realise the position and deal
effectively with it.

I am not criticising the Minister, who has
all my sympathy. He cannot do very much
about it; in fact, he can probably do no
more than I; that is, stand up and shout,
and hope that the winds will waft our advice
to the ears of those who should take it. As
I have said, we all realise that there must
be an Army, but what we are asking for is
a balanced Army; one so organised that the
personnel wvill be the most efficient we can
produce. That cannot be done by dragging
everybody away from primary or secondary
industry and saying, "You are a soldier," or
by taking away from industry those men who
might be described as generals of industry
and putting them in the Army as privates.
That is not commonsense. I think everybody
knows that I was mixed up with the question
of obtaining labour for shearing.

We had the utmost difficulty in securing
the necessary shearers, and miles of red tape
had to be cut through to enable us to get
them. However, the job was done, and for
the most part shearing has been completed
and the wool is on its way down. That is a
great achievement. When the problem was
first faced by the department, it seemed that
we were in Queer-street indeed. There was
no labour anywhere. Actually, about SO0
men were released from the Army for this
work. Now the question arises: What are
we going to do about next year Those men
have gone back to the Army, and should
that Army move from Western Australia
to some other part of the Commonwealth or
abroad, this State will completely lose the
trained and experienced shearers whose ser-
vices we were able to utilise last year. I
believe--and I hope the Minister does too-
that we should make every effort to get from
the Army the permanent release of hona fie
and experienced shearers, so that that posi-
tion cannot arise next year.

It is a most important point because, if
they are gone next year, no shearing will be
possible. I hope the Minister will take up
the matter with the Federal authority, and I
hope that the Minister for the Army will
listen and be guided in that direction. If we
took those men permanently from the Army,
or even if they were placed in a battalion
from which we could draw them when neces-
sary, it would be found, I think, that they
would be employed continuously throughout
the year. There might be one month during
which there would be a slack period, but I
do not think the shearers would complain
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about that after 11 months of shearing and
moving about the State. In no ease where
a soldier is temporarily released should he
suffer any penalty because of such a release.
We should see to it that any man who is
released for temporary employment in the
country should at least receive all the bene-
fits of deferred pay, nor should he he put to
any expense in the transitional stage, i n
passing from the Army to the job. The
Army being wvhat it is, that transitional
period is a matter of a day or two, and as
far as I can gather these men are nobody's
baby ini that period.

Wheat-carting and harvesting for the
coming season is in much the same ease as
shearing. Labour is short. Fortunately we
are given to understand that hay-carting has
been accomplished without any very definite
appeal to the Army. In fact, I think the
Army said it was not going to let us have
any more men for that purpose. But the
larger problem is at hand, namely the ques-
tion of the harvest, more particularly the
carting of the product from farms to sidings.
It is no use asking men to make that
carting by motive power whichi is de-
rived from gas-production. We are as-
sured that they will need three trucks
on producer-gas to do the job that
two petrol-driven trucks would accomplish.
In fact the information I have received
from the eituntrv on this subject is not an
adlvertisemniet for producer-gas.

Several men have actually said that they
wvill not undertake any carting contracts if
they must do it on producr-gas. It there-
fore behaves us to realise that if we want
the wheat to go into the sidings in a reason-
able time, P~etro] must be provided for the
purpose, whether these men have gas-pro-
flueers or not. I understand that the
Liquid Fuel Board is not hostile to that
saigvestion. _M y experience of Mr. 'Milleu
is (lhat he hats rlways dlone what he pos-
sil-ly ean for the 'nan on the land, and I
think hie will this time. But that does not
prevent me from sayving that trucks must
he mnade available, properly equip)ped, to
do this lab of wheat-carting in a reason-
able time. It is regrettable that one must
lie forcedi to the conclusion that producer-
gas is so inferior that it will not drag these
loads across a sandy or any other type of
paddock. If we need the wheat, and I
assume we do-we would not otherwise
have allowed the farmers to plant it-then

we must Pay due regard to the important
questions of motor power and liquid fuel.

The next point in which I am interested
is this new land army being formed from
our womenfolk. I hope we will not make
the same mistake with the women available,
in this country that we did with the men.
I trust that the glamour of the advertisie-
ments being put over will not encourage alt
the young People to leave destitute their
mothers in the country with the obligation of
earrying out alone the domestic duties which
have fallen upon them in connection with
farm life. In the ease of soldier recruit-
ments, we have the sorry spectacle of all
the young and fit men being taken away
from the farms, and from the industries in
the metropolitan area, too, for that matter,
and bundled into the Army. If we are go-
ing to do the same thing with these women
and say, "Come into this wonderful Army
where you will wear a wonderful uniform
and have a wonderful time, and leave all
the elderly people to the duties you have
done previously,'' then we are going to
do a gIrave disservice rather than assist the
war' effort.

I am in favour of the land army. I know
hundreds of jobs that women can do. I
know many super-capable women as far as
farm, arc concerned; women who can do
almost any job that a man can do, and I
hooe that any prejudice which farmers may
feel towards women in the land army will
be dispelled and that their usefulness will
lie extended beyond the picking of apples,
tobacco, and such like. With regard to
the recruitment of wvomen for the land
army, I noticed in the Press the other day
that a maignanimous Government in its in-
teirse wisdom was prepared to reduce the
cost of the medical examination which these
youn- ladies must undergo to qualify for
.admission. I found on inquiry that what
that advertisement stated was perfectly
true-that these women were expected to
go before a doctor and pay him a fee. The
magnanimity of the Government was such
that it was prepared, through arrangements
with the medical fraternity, to have the
cost of the medical examination reduced
to Is. 6d. That is the lousiest thinx
I have ever heard! The flovernnient got
this medical cost reduced to 2s. 6d., and
then said to these women, "Come into a
unit that will he pretty hard and not too
popular, and pay your own medical fee."
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Whyi in the name of Heaven, should not
the Government have paid that 2s. 6d.?
What does it mean to the Government?
Trhese are the rotten silly things that we
do, and yet we brag about our patriotism and
our war effort, but at the same time ask
these girls to pay 2s. 6d. in these circum-
stances!

I am as4hanied to admnit that that is be-
ing- done in this State or in Australia!
That is a stupidly wicked and heinous
thin,-. I hope the matter is dealt with. If
one of mny daughters happened to be eligible
for this, organisation and was asked to pay
2,. 6id., I would not let her go into it, corn-
l)ILIion or otherwise. What does 2s. Gd.
mntf to a (lovernment capable of taking
money' , as this one does, for war purposes
as rast as a conjuror produces rabbits from
a hat ? It seems that here is something else
imposed onl the primary producers. Why
do not the girls who join the R.A.A.F. or
the A.W.Ak.S. hove to pay 2s. 6d.? Why
pick out these people? The farmers are
asked to co-operate and we are prepared
to do so, biut when one turns round and
sees this form of co-operation from the
Government it is-

Mr. Needham: It is exasperating.
Mr. BERRY: It is damned nonsense! I

trust the matter will be looked into. Every
time we do anything we form a new com-
mittee. I often wonder whether we will
not eventually reach the stage when there
will be no workers, but everyone sitting on
somne committee or another. It was decided
a little while ago, very wisely, that we
should aim at a production goal as far as
primary industries are concerned. That
should have been done ages ago. It is no
use producing anything that is not needed,
bitt it is a great deal of use, seeing that
the manpower is available and properly
available-not the round-the-corner women
idea-to produce those goods which are
essential and necessary for the prosecution
of the war. In connection with the idea of
production goals, we were to have estab-
lished in the country a series of war agri-
cultural committees. They should have been
established months ago. A few have been
formed, but many are still to come into
existence.

That seems to be another great failing;
we are always going to do tomorrow with
a great deal of difficulty what we could
have done with ease today. I hope the Min-

ister will tell us something about these war
committees because I1 think that we are
going to obtain from them a lot of data,
detail, information and help which will re-
flect to the credit of the primary industries.
.My impression is that they are not in exist-
ence yet, at any rate not in numbers suffi-
cient to make their presence felt. The
Press announces that 12 committees have
been appointed and I have been informed
that seven are in existence, and so I can-
not say what has been done. I hope the
Minister will take this matter in hand.

The question of pay for rural workers is
an important one. If ever there was any
room for complaint of lack of interest in
our primary industries, 1 think it has been
dispelled in the last 12 months. We recog-
nise that Japan has thrown out a challenge
to us to feed ourselves or starve. So far
the farmers have answered that challenge
very well indeed; in fact they have done
the best that it was possible for them to do.
The Department of Agriculture and the
Commonwealth Parliament have awakened
to the need for increased production, and
we have a Scully scheme which is to guar-
antee 4s. a bushel for wheat on a bagged
basis, and other things have been done all
indicating that wye are awakening to the
need for answering the challenge. Then
there was appointed, in collaboration with
the Australian Wheatgrowers' Federation, a
committee to deal with rates of pay for agri-
cultural workers during the period of the
harvest. I believe there is hardly one fanner
in Western Australia who is in the least
opposed to the granting of fair and proper
remuneration to the farm labourer. I am
convinced there is no farmer in Western
Australia who would not be prepared to
p)rovide the farm labourer with the best of
accommodation were he able to do so. But
the farmers will read the determination of
the committee with considerable alarm. It
came into force on the 9th November and
provided for the following rates-

Stack-builders, 3s. 3d. per hour with keep.
Drivers of binder, header, harvester, and

tractor, 29. 9d. per hour with keep.
Sheaf pitchers, stookers, platform hands;

hag sewers for stacking, bag sewers,
skewer for silo and all others, 2s. 3d. per
hour with keep.

These high rates of pay have been fixed
for an industry that cannot pay them. Those
wvages cannot he paid by the agriculturists
under the conditions existing today. The
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agrienlturists of Australia and probably
throughout the world are in a state of in-
solvency, or perhaps at best semi-insolvency.
Our farmers are beginning to say that the
Scully scheme, which they were prepared
to support, was introduced only -with a view
to transferring the value of the scheme
back to labour. That is going to be a hard
contention to answer. I happen to know
that Mr, Scully, the accredited author of
the Scully scheme, is not responsible for
this wage fixation.

Mr. W. Hegney: Would not those men
be skilled workers?

Mr. BERRY: Unless the farmers have
the money with which to pay, they cannot
pay. I am not asking this Chamber to
pronounce against those rates; I am asking
that the rates remain, hut that something
concrete be done for the farmiers in order
that they might be able to pay those rates
and have something for themselves. Under
existing- conditions there are certain farmers
on the Agricultural Bank who are receiv-
ing approximately 3 0s a -week, and under
this scheme they are to be asked to pay to
their tractor-drivers, bag--sewers, platform-
hands and other labour amounts totaliling,
more than £12 a week.

Mr. Seward: No!
Mr. BERRY: Yes! Those men are to

work 48 hours a week. The hon. member
should reckon it out for himself, as I have
done. The wages come to £lO/15/ a week
and £1 f5. a week for keep. Yet farmers
on 30s a week are asked to pa 'y the fellows
who take off the produce £12 a -week.

Mr. Hughes: That must he the new order.
'Mr. B3ERRY: The industry cannot pay

it. Still, the farmers would be prepared
to pay it if the whole problem was tackled
correctly. Why not get -it this problem
through the interest bill? I have occupied
a seat in this Chamber for quite a time and
have frequently urged that this problem be
tackled. That is the only way. The farmers
are willing to pay these wages, but they
themselves also want wages.

Mr. W. Hfegney: How long would tho
harvest last and those rates have to be
paid?

Mr. BERRY: The farmer inu.t he as-
sured that he will have sufficient money to
pay those rates. We must not expect the
bankers to pay them because they will
merely charge the amounts up to thje far-
mers. with added interest.

Mr. Fox: Does the harvest extend over
a period of more than a month?

Mr. BERRY: Yes; it extends over six or
eight weeks.

Mr. W. Hegney: Those rates apply only
while the men are working on the harvest-

Mr. BERRY: This determination, 1
understand, applies only to seasonal
labour.

Mr. Seward: No, to permanent hands as.
well.

Several members interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The boa.
member will address the Chair and mem-
bers wvill refrain from interjecting, as in-
terjeetions are highly disorderly.

Mr,. BERRY: After reading the deter-
mination very carefully, I understand that.
it does not apply to permanent farm hands.
If a man is a permanent hand and work&
throughout the year without touching the
ha rvest, be remains on his permanent pay.

Mr. Patrick: What if he touches the har-
vest

'Mr. BERRY: If he undertakes hag-sew-
ing or other subsidiary work, he immne-
diately comes under these rates. What I
am endeavouring to do is to get a proper
balance between the farmer and the farm-
labourer. Up to date we have had capital
fighting labour, and labour getting the worst
of it and then awaiting the opportunity to.
hit back at capital. WVhere are we all get-
ting to?1 Labour is hitting back all over Ihe
place. We are now having the saine trouble
as last year. We are not capitalists, al-
though unfortunately Labourites think we
are.

Mr. J. Hegney: What is the weekly rate?
M1r. BERRY: About £3 per week.
Mr. Patrick: About £4.
Mr. BERRY: If employees find them-

selves in keep, they are to he allowed 26s.
fid. per week. Yet when we look into the
question of income tax, we find that the rate
allowed there for our keep in 15s. per week.
Perhaps I have the bull by the wrong foot,
hut that does seem to me the amount of the
allowance. I am allowed 15s. a week for
keep, but I have to pay my farm hand 2,5s.
a week for his keep. That is one of the
funny things one comes across. I hope
the fact will be realised. For my part, I
am convinced as to these wages and am in
agreement with them, and I know that all
the farmers will pay the wages if they can.
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But for Heaven's sake, find the means to
enable the farmers to pay!

There was an exclamation here a little
while ago, on my left, that we farmers were
going to receive a great deal more under the
Scully scheme; but that scheme is hardly
likely to affect labour to any extent. Thel
scheme is one of the clever forms of intense
closer settlement. It says, "We will give
you £600 approximately for 3,000 bushels
of wheat," which is one man's job on one
holding, providing he does the work him-
self. And one man can do it. So that any
benefits the Scully scheme may bring. in the
way of revenue-and I am prepared to ad-
mit it brings benefits-would be lost to the
man who has to employ labour. He would
be no better off. There is no point in any
scheme or any system so long as the debt
system remains. Labour cannot secure a
just reward for what it does in those cir-
eumstances, and farmers cannot pay them
adequately. I do hope something can be
done to remedy the situation. My mind is
perfectly at rest with the increase for the
farmer. England has agreed to give her
farm labourers something more, but the
English farmer is in a better position thin
the Australian farmer. We Australian far-
mers must he put in a better position in
order that we may bring comfort to other
people. We also want comfort for our-
selves.

We are all much concerned about the mat-
ter of exploitation of shearing rates this
year. That also is a trouble to be tackled.
I have endeavoured to tackle it, but nobody
seems very interested in it. The position
which arose this year was one whereby a
man with a shearing plant was able to black-
market the price of shearing. And he did
it. He would be on his way to one farmer
when another farmer would stop him and
promise to give him 5s. per hundred extra.

Mr. J. Hegney: Are such things brought
to the notice of the Prices Fixing Commis-
sioner?

Mr. BERRY: :Yes. Exactly the same thing
takes place with regard to labour. We far-
mers are prepared to pay a reasonable price
for our shearing. I do not think anyone with
sheep today loses; sight of the fact that be-
cause of enhanced cost we have obtained a
rise in the price of wool. We know, too,
that enhanced cost against us goes equally
against the shearer. We are prepared to
take a balanced view of the matter, Had

the price been fixed at between 46s. and 50~s.
per hundred in the agricultural areas, a
great service would have been done to all
these men.

Mr. Mann: The farmer cannot pay 50s.
anyhow!

Mr. BERRY: The matter may be adjusted
better next year. If not, we shall have the
same bother. The hire of a shearing plant
is worth 10s. per 100 sheep. The award
rate for shearing is 36s. 3d. That makes
a total of 46s. 3d. per hundred. And the
farmer keeps these men. From the wages
declaration we know that the men are
getting 25s. per week additional for
keep. If the itinerant shearer travelling
with a two or three-stand plant re-
ceives a maximum of 50s., he is handsomely
treated by the farmer. I believe the majority
of farmers would even agree to that rate, in
spite of the member for Beverley saying,
"No." Today I wvent on a deputation to the
Prices Fixing Commissioner on this point.
Members of the deputation said, "We are
prepared to pay the awvard rate plus 10s.
for hire of machinery, and throwv the tucker
in as wvell."

The tling to do is to fix these prices in
such a way that wve can take men out fairly,
and honestly to get a decent return in p~ro-
portion to what the farmer receives. I have
alwvays wanted to see proper dealing-s lbetween
capital and labour, instead of this trouble
"'e have had for years, the capitalist being-
considered a dirty jobber and the lahourer
regarded as something to be ground down.
Oddly' enough, in Malaya we got much nearer
to a balance in these matters than we have
ever got in Australia. We brought young-
fellows out from England for agriculture at
a certain salary, and at the end of the year
they were paid bonuses. Cheques for £C400
and £00D were paid to them at the end of the
year. Of course in the higher grades the~
pay was bigger still.

Mr. J. Hegney: What did the labourers
get?

Air. BERRY : Native labourers got welt
paid also. No native labourer on my pro-
perty would walk 200 yards. He always
drove in a taxi. That is a statement T make
here, and am prepared to make anywhere
else; hut of course I cannot get to Malaya
just now. The downtrodden native labourer
there was a jolly sight better off than is the
labourer in this country. A tremendous
asset was lost in Malaya. I under-
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stand that the Mlinister is interested in
farming some form of rubber which will
grow in this country, and I trust his efforts
will prove successful. The ordinary rubber
of 'Malaya will never be grown in Western
Australia, except perhaps at Carnarvon.
Under irrigation I have seen it grown in
Cairns, and there it was very weDl-developed
indeed; hut that could not be done in this
State.

There is only one other item to which I
wish to refer, and I apologise for having
taken up so much time. "We have done re-
markably well in flax-growing, and the M.%in-
ister is to be congratulated on his efforts
in this connection. I understood him to say
that 10,000 acres had been planted this year.'
Some doubt was expressed as to what the
value of the industry would be after the war.
These doubts could he dispelled, I under-
stand, to a great extent if the fullest possible
use were made of all the by-products which
come from the retting of this fibre. I believe
in Victoria these by-products are receiving
great attention. A few days ago I received
a letter from an extraordinary man, whose
name is unpronounceable. If I may, I -will
-read the letter because I consider it is a good
one. The writer says:-

The report of the Flax-growing Commission
makes interesting reading. If, in a new flax
country like Western Australia, 10,000 acres
have yielded 17,000 tons of flaxen straw aiid
this, on vetting and scutching, has returned
1,000 tons of fine flax fibre-the raw material
of the "fine linen" of Christ's parable of
Dives and Lazarus--the experiment is indeed a
credit to all concerned. But, alas, there is a sting
in its tail. To make flax-growing pay in nor-
mal times, the trash as well as the fine fibre
has to be used, because 13-l6tbs of the stalk is
always trash. No provision -appears to have
been made in Western Australia for utilising
this trash, but such provision has been made
in Victoria, where 40,000 acres hare been
planted. Flaxen trash is far too bulky to he
bhauled long distances to be treated, so a plant
close to the flax fields and ret plant is nees-
sary. It is graded in a grader and treated
with potash, then some of it can be spun and
woven inPto sacks and string. In Bible dlays,
jute was too costly in Palestine to use for
sack-making, so sackcloth was always made of
flaxen trash treated with wet wrood ashes,
hence, "sackcloth and ashes."

Tbe Minister for Agriculture: Hence
trash, too!

Mr. BERRY: That may be, hut this ni
happens to know something about the sub-
ject. His letter continus-

Another grade of flaxen trash is still used
to mix with jute to make sacking. Another

again is used to mix with tar and pitch for
caulking ships, and for an armo~uriag when
making plaster-boards of calcium sulphate.
Yet another grade is used when treated with
hydrochloric acid for making the grade of
alcohol used for synthetic rubber production,
and so on.
Of course, -we know nothing about synthetic
rubber production!1 The letter continues-

But my point is it must be used and not
wasted, otherwise the Western Australian area
will go out of cultivation when peace come;,
chased out of the market by Victoria and
other countries which utilise both the sindon
(fine flax fibre) and also the trash. This mat-
ter needs attending to by farmers' associations.
Moreover, 1,000 tons of fine flaxen fibre would
comfortably keep going a small linen mill
capable of supplying Western Australia's
peace-time needs in linen goods. Ia a white-
labour country, linen (since flax can be machine
handled) should be cheaper than cotton, which
needs to be hand-picked.
That mnay be trash, but when a man comes
forw-ard with something in his mind which
is not in ours, it is not necessarily nonsen-
sical ! In other words, if we do not under-
standI and a man is cleverer than we are,
we are prone to say he is a fool. I hope the
lettei- will recommnend itself to the considera-
tion of the department concerned.

MR. FOX (South Fremantle) : I was very
interested in the speech of the member for
irwin-Moore, particularly in his remarks
with regard to the wages proposed to be
paid to farm labourers. That is something
out of the common, but we have to rernem-
her that farming is a seasonal occupation.

'Mr. Doney: Sinee -vhen?
Mr. FOX: I mean that harvesting is a

seasonal occupation. It does not last very
long, and consequently the men must be
paid the high rate of wages quoted by the
member for Irwin-Mo1ore because they are
soon out of employment. The high rate of
wages is necessary to give the men an oppor-
tunitv to secure a fair standard of living
throughout the whole year. Those wages
would not be paid, however, except in war-
time. M1embers representing farming elec-
torates have complained that the farmer is
unable to pay wages. I lived in one of the
richest farming districts in Victoria.

Mr. Seward: Give us your cost of pro-
duetion.

Mr. FOX: The farmers there were never
anxious to pay high wages; they were always
the apostles of low wages. One ease I
remember vividly. There was a rich farmer
in that district: when he died he must have
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left nearly £50,009. He required a man to
do a week's work cutting seed potatoes and
offered as wages 17s. 6d. per week and keep.
The man applying hung out for £1 a week
and his keep, but he did not get the job.
The farmer saved the 2s. 6d. a week. That
was the typo of farmer in my young days.
I am not contending at present that farmers
generally are able to pay high wages, but
I agree with the member for Irwin-Moore
that a farm labourer should receive adequate
wages, also that farmers should receive an
adequate price for their product in order to
enable them to pay such wages. Every
member of the House will agree to that.

With regard to our potato crop, the mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington was much con-
cerned as to how it should be dug out. We
are all greatly concerned about that. I am
wondering whether the growers concerned
are doing as much as they should do.
Recently, when I was in Victoria I saw a
crop the owner of which said would average
17 tons to the acre and he was paying 2s. 6d.
per bag for digging the crop out. Other
growers were paying 3s. a bag-, and the
digging was mostly done by men from 50
to 60 and up to 70 years of age. They
were doing the work remarkably well.

Mr. J1. H. Smith: Our average is better
than Victoria's.

Mr. FOX: I question whether it is better
than that of the district about which I am
speaking. The land is extremely fertile and
the production very high. Crops are
usually big ones. The prices I quoted were
paid for digging from 16 to 20 and up to
25 fbags per day. I do not know whether
our farmers are prepared to pay more for
digging, in view of the price they are re-
ceiving for the potatoes. They might be
able to induce townspeople to take up this
digging work if they offered better pay.
They would have a reasonable chance of
securing additional labour if they did so. I
notice that many conscientious objectors are
being sent to prison. That is not the proper
place to send them. They should be pre-
pared to do sonic work. If they are to
enjoy the advantages which will scenue to
Australia from the efforts of our fighting
services, they should be prepared to do some-
thing in return.

Mr-. Mann: How would you make them
work?

Mr. FOX:i I do not know whether they
have been asked to do this work. I comn-

mend the suggestion to the Minister; perhaps
he may be able to induce some of them to
undertake the work.

With the Minister, I much regret that
swine fever has broken out in the metro-
politan area. I believe it has spread to some
country districts. I do not know how wide-
spread it is, but I know that in the district
I represent there are many piggeries and
the disease has been very severe there.
One man, who had 175 pigs, lost all but 30
in a very short time. That man boiled every
particle of food that came on to the farm,
yet his pigs got the disease. Another man
who did not boil any of his food lost no
pigs until about four or five days ago when
the disease made itself evident at his farm.
He said he believes that the germs were
carried by a dog- that regularly visited his
place to pick up a bone. He did not get
any swill from the places from which other
people secured it, but got some from the
camps. I congratulate the department on
the prompt action it took to wipe out the
disease. I feel sure that if that action had
not been taken the disease would have spread
more than it has done.

If it is necessary to kill all the pigs in
a district in order to stamp out the disease
it is up to the Government to introduce a
Bill to give compensation to those people
who are deprived of their industry. If the
disease is not stamped out it might Spread
over the whole of Western Australia and do
incalculable damage to the entire industry,
which has been built up considerably over
the last few years. In the district I repre-
sent there is often £100,000 worth of bacon in
a freezer. In America when this disease
breaks out the pig-owvner has the option of
endeavouring to save as many of the pigs
as he possibly can. If that privilege-if it
can be called a privilege--is taken from the
pig-owner in Western Australia, the G~ov-
erment should be prepared to pay for any
loss incurred in wiping out the whole of
the pigs. I understand that when the dis-
ease appeared on some of the farms, the-
farmers were given the option of shipping
away the pigs that were not infected, hut
those animals were sold at about half the
price for which they would have been sold
had the disease not been present. That was
because they had to he put through a pro-
cess where the heat was excessive and would
kill any germ that might be present.
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Pigs are inspected before they are killed
,and if anything is wrong they are destroyed,
put into a digester and used for manure.
Some of the pig-owners in my district com-
plain of the practice that takes place at the
Midland Junction markets. They state that
when the auctioneer is putting up pigs they
are never told who are the owners, and they
consider that is wrong. Sonic unscrupulous
sellers when they see a pig sick endeavour
-to get rid of it on the market as soon as
possible, unmindful of the nature of the dis-
ease it might have.

[Mr. J. Hegney took- the Chair.]

The Minister for Agriculture: I would
say some foolish producers, too.

Mr. FOX: They may be foolish, hut that
is what is done. One owner told me that
bhe bought some pigs a couple of years ago
-which had some disease, and he lost £300
'worth of pigs straight away.

Mr. Mann: How long ago was that?
Mr. FOX: Eighteen months ago or two

yrears; it might he a little more. He bought
them at Midland Junction markets and
-ascribes the introduction of the disease into
his piggery to the fact that he bought there
a pig suffering from the disease. He has
-not bou~ght a pig there since.

The Minister for Agriculture: That was
-not swine fever.

M1r. FOX: It might not have been; but
just the same it wiped out the whole of
his pigs. I was pleased to hear the Minister
say he would introduce a Bill to provide
compensation for those whose pigs experi-
enced swine fever, andi perhaps other
diseases as well. When the Bill is brought
down I hope it wilt include a clause that
will provide for compensation for this out-
'break as well as for future outbreaks. The
damage to the individual is far beyond the
actual price of the pigs lost, for he is de-
prived of his living ats well. A statutory
compensation scheme should include a con-
tribution to a fund by the Government in
addition to the money collected from the
farmers by way of levy. I suggest that the
Mlinister introduce a Bill to provide com-
pensation for all diseases likely to cause
loss of the whole carcase, and not confine
it to swine fever. A limit could be placed
on the value to be paid for individual
pigs. To minimise risk it should be pro-
vided that pigs must he kept under good
,conditions so that disease would be less

likely to occur, and no compensation should
be paid unless the pigs were main-
tained in a proper manner. Some growers
have informed mec that they do not
intend to start under the old conditions.
In the past they have collected swill from
the miilitary camps and from bacon fac-
tories.

Mr. Mann: We should have an Act to
prevent swill from being given to pigs.

Mr. FOX: Some men have told me they
do not intend to start under those condi-
tions; at all. At present it is a depart-
mental instruction that all swill must be
boiled. One prower I know carts 1,20,0
gallons of swill daily to his pig farm. To
boil that would he a 241-hour job. I know
another man who carts 160 gallons a day.
In future they intend to feed their pigs on
grain, if possible, and under better condi-
tions, so that they themselves will benefit
from an improved system. I do not know
whether it would be possible to buy wheat
cheaper than at the present time. The cost
of producing bacon from pigs fed on wheat
might be too great. But they do not intend
to feed pigs on swill from the camps or
factfories. I noticed in the paper this morn-
iTg that some pig-prowers have already re-
fused to take swill, and its disposal is be-
coming a problem at the camps.

I want to refer now to the conditions
under which the onion crop is to he mar-
keted this year. I understand that the
Army hans entered into contracts with the
growers for the supply of 1,100 tons of
onions. The usual crop produced in Western
Australia is somewhere about 1,400 or 1,500
tons a year, hut this year it will he about
1,800 tons. I dto not know what is going
to be the position if the Army is permitted
to go on with its contract, I understand
the Onion Board is having inquiries made
to see whether the contract is valid. Under
the legislation passed in this House a few
years ago all onions grown become the pro-
perty of the hoard and must go through it.
The Onion Board is apprehensive at the pre-
sent time. Contracts have been made with
the growers and the board fears that the
onions will be dumped with the military
authorities at the one time. If this occurs
there will be considerable waste. prices will
rise and the people generally will go short.
According to the many reports we have had
in this House we know that the Army is
not overcareful in regard to the supply of
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food. I have beard statements to the effect
that dozens of loaves of bread have gone
out in the swill, and vegetables as wvell.
One report stated that £10 worth of peas
went out and were sold in other places
where they should not have been sold.

Air. Thorn: The military people are very
careless with their storage.

Mr. FOX: The farmers will be anxious
to deliver the onions as soon as possible,
it it is valid for the military author-
ities to make contracts with the growers.
It would be better for the crop to
go through the board which would regu-
late the flow on to the market, and the
-rower would be obliged to keep the onions
iii good order and condition, and grade
them to the satisfaction of the market in-
spector. There wvould then be no waste. If,
however, the Onions are delivered in the
way the military people desire this year
there will be considerable waste and shortage
of onions for the civil population.

Mr. Thorn: Did not the board waive its
control a little while ago?

Mr. FOX: No. It commncces to function
when the main crop comes in. If the mill-
tlury authorities take 1,100 tons out Of tire
estimated crop of 1,800 tons ttere wilt not
be a great deal left over for the board to,
deal with. The crop might not total 1,809
tons but only 1,400 or 1,500 tons. I would
like the Minister to look into that aspect
and see whether he earl (10 something to
conserve the food supplies for the civil
population.

There is one other matter onl which I
would like to say a few words, and that is
the position of the market gardeners. They
aire very much concerned at the present
time with their position, which is on all
fours with that of the farmers. I have
been asked to tell the 'Minister-in fact I
sent him a letter I received from a gardener
sitating that they cannot do much withr
voluntary Organisation. There has been
a lot said in the past about compulsory
unionism. The market gardeners now want
a little bit of compulsory unionism as well.

Mr. Thorn: Is that 'Mr. Mllountjoy's atti-
tude9

Mr. FOX: No, I do not know him and
have not seen him. They want a small levy
made on all sales in order to help them
organise. It is difficult to do ally organis-
in g unless the organiser has the co-opera-
tion of all the mlembers. A few years ago
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theac people endeavoured to form an onion
board on a compulsory basis. It did not
function very wvell and finally wenlt out of
existenlce, althoughl quite a number of them
stood byv it. The renmainder slid out and
sold their onions where they should not
have been sold. They complain that at the
present tine they are livilig a vcry roligh

del. Soicu vegetables are over-produced.
I dto not know of any that are under-pro-
duced. We ,hould have a1 s '-stemt of plan-
tied production. The farmers, require Some
such system also. It would 1)e better if all
the whecat farni' wer-e run by a comnmis-
q1011, Suelh as the Harbour Trust Commlis-
sion. and the farmners putt iii as mlanagers.

Mr. J. 11. Smith: Nationalisation!
i-. FOX : The %,line thing could be done

wvithlikte market gardeners.
Mi. Scwar-d: Who would be ill charge of

the rainfall9
Mr. Fox: We should have a planned

piroduiction. We should knowr what we want
and the amount we have, and each person
wh-lo grows for sale should have a quota.

Progress reported.

hlouse adjourned at 6.25 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at -2.15
p~. alnd read prayers.

MOTION-TRArFC.

Grovernmlent Petrol Buses and Stands.

HON. 0. F. BAXTER (East) [2.18]: 1
move-

That the Government is deserving of strong
censure for using petrol-driven omnibuses to
supplement the transport service to South
Perth and Como when the conservation of
such fuel is a national necessity aad other
fuel can be used; and, further, tils ftou-e oil-


