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entirely from a of
view, but amongst the Federal mem-
bers to sit on the econvention I
should fear most the member who is the
National Party leader, Mr. Hughes, He is
a more out-and-out urificationist than Dr.
Evatt himself. I question whether among
the Pederal representatives attending that
convention there will be one who will stand
up for the rights of the small States. Qur
Prime Minister will no doubt feel himself
bound by the proposals put forward by
his Attorney General, and we shall have a
solid block against the recognition of any
of the rights of the States. And then, when
wé come to the States, we know, from what
we read in the Press, that in the majorily
of the States one out of the two represen-
tatives will most probably be found sup-
porting the ideas put forward by Dr. Evatt.
We can rely upon it that Western Austra-
lia will present a solid front against them,
but looking at the representation of other
States I venture to say there will not be one
other State that will put up a solid front
against the proposals, For that reason I
do not like giving any recognition whatever
to the convention.

My greatest fear is this: I do not think
for a moment that Dr. Evatt will press
these particular amendments. It is a very
old scheme when wanting half-a-crown to
ask for ten bob! One knows that one is not
entitled to the half-crown, but if one asks
for ten shillings one might obtain half-a-
crown as a compromise. These amendments
are so extreme that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment itself would be afraid if they were
earried.  The Commonwealth Government
knows that they will not he accepted by the
pecple. I think that if they were accepted
by the people, they would invite a crash,
because fhey are of such an extreme char-
aeter. Is it not obvious that the conven-
tion will water them down, so that they will
perhaps he more acceptable, thongh in their
final applieation they will probably be just
as dangerous as the proposals now put for-
ward?

Hon. H. Seddon: It is the Hitler process.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Yes. This
convention is invited in much the same
spirit as Hitler invited the Austrian Chan-
cellor. Personally I would sooner see Dr.
Evatt’s proposals adopted by the Common:
wealth Parliament and submitted to the
people than see a compromise arrived ai as
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the result of the proposed eonvention. Some
members of the public might pessibly be
persuaded to accept something which in its
operation would be just as fatal to the in-
terests of Western Australia, and those of
the Commonwealth as a whole, as are the
present proposals. I think it well that this
Parliament should, as far as it cam, adopt
an entirely non-party attitude on the mat-
ter. Personally I should be quite satis-
fied with the first portion of the amendment
suggested by the Chief Secretary, but I re-
gret that for the reasons I have given I can-
not possibly support the second part, which
seems to give some recognition to the con-
vention and some sort of undertaking to
have in mind the decisions that the conven-
tion might arrive at.

On motion by Hon. L. B. Bolion, debate
adjourned.

BILL—LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (POST-
PONEMENT OF ELECTION),

Returned from the Assembly
amendment.

withont

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read notifving assent to the
Legislative Assembly Duration and General
Election Postponement Bill.

House adjourned at 4.23 pam,

Tegislative Assembly.
Thursday, 19th November, 1942.
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QUESTIONS (2).
RAILWAYS,
Eaxt-West Kirpress and Westland Speeds.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is there a difference of fifteen
miles per hour hetween the normal schedu-
led speed of the East-West express and the
Westland ? 2, If not, what are the scheduled
speeds of the respective expresses? 3, Is
the reason for this disparity solely a matter
of expense, or what? 3, Is there any reason
why the Western Australian seetion of the
East-West express should not equal the
Kalgoorlie-Port Pirie speed schedule when
the broad gauge is completed to Fremantle?

The MINISTER replied: 1, No. 2, East-
West express 37 miles per honr. Westland
express 25 miles per hour. In each ease
these are the overall speeds, including stops.
3, Reasons for the disparity are wider
gauge, heavier rails, bigger and more power-
ful engines, easier grades, fewer stopping
places and less work en route on the Com-
monwealth FEast-West line. 4, There is no
reason why, under similar eonditions, the
actual running speed betwren Kalgoorlic
and Fremantle should not equal that be-
tween Kalgoorlie and Port Pirie.

RUBBER.
Protection of Flolsam.

Mr. WILLMOTT asked the Minister for
Industrial Development: 1, Is he aware of
the large quantities of baled rubber washed
up along certain portions of the coast of
this State? 2, If so, what steps ave being
taken to patrol the eoast to prevent pillag-
ng?

The MINISTER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
Action has been taken by the Common-
wealth Snpply and Customs Departments
to salvage the rubber and prevent pillaging.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2),
Tutrodnced by the Minister for Health
and vead o first time,

MOTION—GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

THE DEPUTY PREMIER AND MTNIS-
TER FOR WORKS [2.20]: I move—

That on Wednesday, the 25th November, and
each alternate Wednesday thereafter, Govern-
ment business shall take precedence of all
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motions and Orders of the Day on Wednes-
days as on all other days.

This is the usnal motion generally intro-
dueed early in Novembher. During this
session, private members have had full op-
portunities to discuss private members’
matters, and a good deal of time has been
devoted to them. On two or three occasions
we have made time available on other sit-
ting days so that important questions intro-
duced by private members could be dis-
cussed. It is not proposed unduly to limit
private members’ business for the remainder
of the session. Should oceasion arige, full
consideration will be given to it. That is
quite usual. There is never any sharp
practice in econneetion with this motion.
There has always been an amicable under-
standing arrived at between members oppo-
site and the Government. We hope to
finish this session within the next three
weeks. The Government has still a good
deal of husiness to get through. The Esti-
mates are not completed. The important
Agricultural Estimates have yet to be dealt
with, and they will take time. Full con-
sideration should he given to them. The
l.oan Estimates are not yet finished and
several eontinnance Bills and other matiers
have still to he dealt with, so it is necessary
that we should push on with (Government
husiness. The usual motion whieh has heen
moved and agreed to in previous years is
now hefore the House. For the reasons I
have outlined, T move the motion standing
in my name.

MR. PATRICK (Creenough): This is the
usual motion brought down about this time
each session. In faet, it has come down this
year a little later than usual. I have no
intention of opposing it, but T still think that
proper time should be given to the consid-
eration of private members’ business. That
time should not be sufficient simply to allow
such matters to go to a division, but time in
whieh to disenss them. Most Governments
tend to minimise the work of private mem-
bers in the Tegislative Assembly. It must
he remembered, however, that many motions
in this House have been carried against the
(lovernment, and many motions brought for-
ward by private members have aetnally
tnitiated lemislation. In different British
Parliaments, motions of great importance
have been earried by private members. For
instance, there is one which the member for
Subiaco, at least, would consider to be im-
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portant, and that is the motion dealing with
women’s suffrage, which was carried by tha
private members in the first place in the
South Australian Parliament. A privale
member bromght it up year after year be-
fore it was finally earried, and so set the
standard in that respect fcr other I'arlia-
ments. Another important piece of legis-
lation, namely, compulsory voting, was in-
troduced by a private memkber, not only in
the Commonwealth Parliament but in every
State Parliament. Members opposite, there-
fore, will see that private members can
initiate legislation of considerable ucport-
ance. Some private members’ business of
importance still vemains, and T hope time
will be given not only to voie on these mat-
ters, but to discuss them.

MB. McDONALD (West Perth): I am
prepared to agres lo the moiion, which is
couched in the wusual terms. With the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition I agree
that reasonable time should be allowed for
the consideration of private members’ busi-
ness on the notice paper, and any further
business they may deem it their duty to
bring forward. I feel sure that private
members will not at this stage introduce
fresh matters unless it is thought essential
that the House should consider them. It is
important that we give these matters full
deliberative consideration. At this time in
particular we should gunard against any
rushing through of business on the last day
or night of the session. I{ does nut tend
o raise the confidence of the publie in this
legislature, if messures are passed ihrengh
so rapidly that obvicusly full econsideration
eannot be given to them. Doubtless the
Deputy Premier appreciates the import-
ance of this. Even if the session has to
extend over a few days more, I hope it will
be completed with the consideration and
time that the subjects deserve.

ME. STUBBS (Wagin}: Before ecasting
my vote in favour of the motion I should
like to know from the Minister whether pri-
vate members’ business on the noties paper
is to be put into the melting pot. If there
js any intention of so doing, I enter a most
emphatic protest. Some of the items deal
with matters of a nature very important to
2 large number of people in this State. Will
private members who have introduced such
motions be given a fair go? I am aware
that the Government introduces a similar
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motion at about this stage in each session,
but I wish to make it clear that the Govern-
ment{ will not have my support unless an
assurance is given that reasonable opwpor-
tunity will be afforded to discuss private
members’ business,

THE DEPUTY PREMIER (in reply): I
believe that the assurance sought hy the
member for Wagin is always given. This is
2 motion to expedite business, not to penalise
private members’ business. There are im-
portant matters standing in the names of
private members and they can be diseussed
on alternate Wednesdays. We are not in
such a desperate hurry that we cannot com-
plete the business on the notice paper. At
the same time we wish to push ahead with
Government business. I feel sure there will
be ample opportunity to diseuss the matters
referred to particularly by the member for
Wagin.

Mr. Doney: If you propose to conclude
the session in three weeks, therc will be only
one day available for private members’
business.

The DEPUTY PREMIER : Then the hon.
member might remind me in three weeks
time if the motion by the member for Wagin
has not been considered.

Mr, Doney: No; that is a matter for yon
1o attend to.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: Ample oppor-
tunity will he given to diseuss private mem-
bers’ business.

Question put and passed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr, North and Betting Motion.

MR. NORTH: I wish to make a personal
explanation regarding the vote cast yester-
day on the motion for the closing of S.P.
betting premises, The mover had arranged
with me to get the item postponed in order
that the wording of the motion might be
made more intelligible to the general publie,
but the debate was continued and the vote
was rushed through, making postponement
impossible. I wish te point out that the
motion hardly makes sense, and the voting
is therefore useless,

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.
THE DEPUTY PREMIER AND MINIS-
TER FOR WORKS [2.32]: I move—

That during the remainder of the seasion
the Stapding Orders be suspended so far as



1450

to enable Bills to be introduced without
notice and to be passed through all their re-
maining stages on the same day, all messages
from the Legislative Council to be taken into
consideration on the same day they are re-
ceived, and to enable resolutions from the
Committees of Supply and of Ways and
Means to be reported and adopted on the
same day on which they shall have passed
those Committees.

This also is a motion invariably introduced
at about this stage of each session for the
purpose of expediting business. While we
have a great respect for our Standing Orders,
which insist upon business being conducted
in a very deliberate and orderly way, a
period 1s reached when very much time can
be saved if, with the consent of the Honse,
Standing Orders are suspended so that third
readings of Bills may be put through and
messages hetween the Houses may be dealt
with expeditiously. There is no suggestion
that important matfers will be rushed
through or that opportunity will not be
given for proper diseussion. Neither is
there any suggestion that requests for ad-
journments will not be granted, With the
suspension of Standing Orders, however, we
can expedite buosiness, if so desired, and
when the time arrives, clean np the notice
paper. If the Leader of either party op-
posite desires an adjournment in order to
examine Bills, it will be granted, The motion
i3 necessary to expedite the business to-
wards the close of the session, and there will
be no disadvantage if the motion is passed.

MR. PATRICK ((reenough): This also
is a customary motion foreshadowing the
end of the session. I am glad the Minister
has given an assuranee that reasonable time
will be allowed for discussion of the re-
maining business. I should like to know
how many more Giovernment Bills will be
brought down.

The Deputy Premier: There will be some
continnance measures and, I think, one or
two others.

Mr. PATRICK: This motion should not
be used to rush legislation through. Rea-
sonable adjournments should he granted.
This has not always heen done, in the past.
T can recall one Bill having heen rushed
through on almest the last night of the
session, and no adjournment of the debate
was permitted. That was the time when
the Leader of the Opposition was suspen-
ded. I do not think that will occur again.
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The Deputy Premier: I think that on that
occasion we brought the Leader of the Op-
position back again.

Mr. PATRICK: Nevertheless, that Biil
was passed withouf our being given a rea-
sonable adjournment to consider its merits.
After that experienee, T hope we shall
seeure any reasonable adjournment we may
require.

MPR. SEWARD (Pingelly): There is only
one aspect of this motion to which I desire
to draw attention. Frequently an amended
Bill is sent down from the Legislative Coun-
cil and we are called upon to consider the
amendments on the same day as we receive
them, without being given the opportunity
of having them printed and ecirculated, so
that members might fully appreciate their
import. That almost invariably happens
towards the close of a session and it is a
big disadvantage to private members. There
is one such amendment on the notice paper
today that involves the turning up of five
volumes of the statntes. Had we to consider
snch a message on the day it was received,
without its heing properly civculated among
private members, it wonld be almost impos-
sithle for them te turn up the statutes in
time, I ask the Deputy Premier to have
the amendments printed so that members
can see what they contain—especially this
year, when the Government Printing Office
is 50 short of staff.

THE DEPUTY PREMIER (in reply):
There is merit in the remarks of the mem-
ber for Pingelly. In the case he mentioned
time would be given to consider the amend-
ments; but skmple amendments could he
disposed of on the day on which they are
received. No attempt will be made to rush
business through. The business of Parlia-
ment should be properly conducted. The
motion is not aimed at rushing business
throngh in a manner not creditahle to the
House. No diffienlty will ocenr in regard
to the point raised Ly the member for Pin-
gelly, because members would have the op-
portunity to study involved amendments,
which are somctimes highly important.

Question put and passed.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of ah-
sense for the remainder of the session
granted to Mr. Raphael (Vietoria Park) on
the ground of military service.
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BILL—MAREKETING OF BEGG3
ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Council and, on motion
by Mr. Sampson, read a first {ime.

DISCHARGE OF ORDER.

The following Order of the Day was dis-
charged :—
Health Act Amendment Bill (No. 1).

On motion by the Minister for Health.

BILL—LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (POST-
PONEMENT OF ELECTION).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 17th November.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [2.39]:
This Bill is supplementary to the measurc
for the extension of the duration of the
Legislative Assembly that has passed both
Houses of Parliament. Normally, the elec-
tions for the Legislative Council would take
place in 1942, 1944 and 1946. By this Bill
these elections will instead take place in
1944, 1045 and 1846. Members who would
retire in 1942 will retire in 1944; members
who would normally retire in 1944 will re.
tire in 1945; and members who would or-
dinarily retire in 1846 will retire in that
vear. The principles invalved in prolong.
ing the life of Parliament have heen fully
debated reeently in this House, and I do
not think any good purpose conld be served
by a repetition of what was said then, at
all events as far as I am concerned. I ad-
vanced in the course of that debate reasons
whieh induced me to vote in opposition to
the Bill for the extension of the duration of
the Legislative Assembly. The same reasons
appear to me to he applicable to this pro-
posal to extend the duration of the Legis-
lative Council. For the reasons which T
advanced on the previous oceasion, this Bill
does not meet with my sapport. I was and
am of the opinion that the election should
be held in the normal eourse.

Question put and the House divided.

Mr. SPEAKER: As there is an absolute
majority in favour of the Bill, and there
being no dissentient voice, I declare the
second reading carried.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.
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In Conemittee,
Bil! passed through Committee without
debate, reported withowt amendment and
the report adopted.

Third Reading.

THE DEPUTY PREMIER AND MINIS-
TER FOR WORKS: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Question put.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have counted the
House, and assured myself there is an abso-
lute majority of members present. There
being no dissentient voice, I declare the
question duly passed.

Question thus pasgsed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS [2.47] in
maving the second reading said: This is a
very short measure whieh proposes to ex-
tend the purposes for which an overdraft
may he obtained by a road board pending
the collection of rates. At present a road
board can legally obtain an overdraft only
for the commencing, earrying on or com-
pleting of works., The restriction contained
i Section 288 which it s now sought to
amend, has been found impossible to work
to. For many years the departmental audit
inspectors have taken no exception to over-
drafts being utilised for the temporary pay-
ment of argent loan eommitments.  Sub-
section (1) of Section 245 of the Road Dis-
tricts JAet, provides that if in any year the
proceeds of a loan rate ave insufficient for
the pwrpose of meeting interest and pro-
portion of principal falling due, the board
shall make mrood any deficiency out of its
ovdinary revenue. This faeility is rendered
inoperative by veason of the restriction in
Section 286 when there are insufficient funds
in the general revenue account temporarily
to assist the loan aceount.

Subsection (1) of Seetion 245 provides
that a hoard shall impose in every year such
loan rate on all rateable land in the distriet
as may he necessary to cnable the board
to pay the interest on money lawfully bor-
rowed, and also such percentage of the prin-
cipal snm as is named in the debentures.
This section has been interpreted legally to
mean that the loan rates to be levied in any
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vear must he sufficient only to meet the
:ommitments within that wyear, notwith-
standing that Subsection (3) of the same
seetion provides that if in any year the
proceeds of a loan rate are in excess of the
sum required such exeess shall be kept in
hand toward the payment of next year’s
interest. The departmental audit inspectors
have urged that the commonsense practice
whieh has been permitted for so long should
now he placed on a legal basis. It has eome
to the notice of the department recently
that some road boards, which have become
rather apprehensive of their legal position
for the reason that they have been striking
loan rates sufficient not only to meet the com-
mitments within that year but also those
falling due early in the following year, have
this year followed the striet interpreta-
tion of the seetion and have levied rates
sufficient only to meet payments due within
the year,

Tn one instance a total amount of £1,000
hecomes due in the months of July and
August, 1943, hefore it is practicable to
sirike the rate and issue the rate notices for
that vear. It is clear, therefore, that unless
provision i1s made as suggested in the Bill
such boards will default in their loan re-
payments. This unsatisfactory legal post-
tion would be largely met hy the amendment
now sugpgested to Section 286, and would
he a partienlar benefit to these boards which
will not be in a position to ereate reserve
funds under the pravisions of another Bill
which is now hefore Parliament. Tn any
event, it is very undesirable that there should
be any confnsion at all or haggling on such
fine points in regard to these matters, and
the Bill is therefore recommended for the
favourable reception of memhers. It will
be notieed that the proposal is to add after
the word “works” in the section defining the
purposes for which loan moneys shall  he
used, the words, “or of meeting urgent com.
mitments of the hoard in respect of loans.”
In times past, boards have raised overdrafts
and used them for the purpose of paying
interest on loan commitments. Now it has
been suggested that they have not the power
to do so, that they have been acting illegally,
The Bill pats the position right.

Our auditers, who have to andit the road
hoard accounts, have directed aitention to
this position and consider that the proper
way to put things right is by amending the
Act and making it legal for road boards to
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ratse overdealts to pay interest on loans.
The road hoard which will be faced with
the payment of €1,000 in July or August
of next vear will not have collected the
money by that time. That is something on
which the bank wonld willingly lend money,
beeause the rate is struek and the money
will be coming in, though it will not he
available at the time. This is the only way
to overcomne the difficulty, by permitting
overdrafts to be used io pay interest on
loans or for the repayment of loans. That
is the sole purpose of this Bill, which has
heen asked for by the Road Boards Associa-
tion. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Doney, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR [2.553]
in moving the second reading said: This Bil)
aims to make three nlicrations or additions
to the existing Act controiling vents in this
State, The first alteration deals with land
or premises first let after the 31st Aungust,
1939. Tt will be rememhered that the 31st
August, 1939, was the day on which rents
in this State were pegzed. No rent that
was in operation on that date could he in-
ereased following the passing of the parent
Act.  The provision in that Aet regarding
land or premises first let after the 3lst
August, 1939, was that the first tenant
should have the right to approach a tri-
bunal for the parpose of having a fair rent
ostahlished.  Tf the first tenant did not ap-
proach a trihunal within  the fiest  three
months of ocenpaney the rent fixed by the
landlord heeame the standard rent.

Because of the wording of this particular
provision in the Aect, there has been econ-
siderable legal doubt whether any appliea-
tion eould he made in respeet of sueh land
or premises if the first tenant had not made
an application within three months of oc-
cupaney. The amendment proposes that
any tenant shall have the right to approach
a tribunal for the purpose of having a fair
rent fixed for anyv land or premises first
let after the 3lst August, 1939. Therefore,
if the first tenant did not within three
months make the necessary application for
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a fair rent to be fixed by a tribunal, any
succeeding lenant can make an application.
This will mean that the doubt on that lega)
point will he cleared up, and also that the
eourt may be approached to fix a fair rent
where one has not already been fixed.

I want to emphasise that this part of the
Bill deals only with land or premises that
had not been let prior to the 3lst Awgust,
1939, Where premises or land were let
on that date, there was a rent already in
operation and that became the standard
rent, But there is some land and there are
some premises which were first let after that
vital date, and where the tenant coneerned
did noi make an application within three
months for the fixing of a fair rent, the rent
decided upon by the landlord stands legally,
even though a suceceding tenant may con-
sider the rent charged to be excessive. The
alteration proposed will pive the tenant to-
day occupying such land or premises an
opportunity te make application to a fair
rents court for a fair vent to he fixed if
it is considered that the existing vent is ex-
cessive.

The second proposal in the Bill aims at
making it illegal for any landlord to refuse
to let premises on the ground that the pros-
pective tenant has a ehild or any number of
children who would be in oceupation of the
premises, Members will know that a prae-
tice has developed over many years for
landlords to refuse to let houses to tenants
if it was likely that children would live in
the house. The Government feels that if
tenants with children are to be refused the
right to ocenpy honses simply because of
the existence of those children, it will be
detrimental to the life of the community.
Tt would mean that we were content to
allow families which inclnded children to
he penatised by having the right of acen-
paney of dwellings denied them.

Tf there is any sincerity at all in the
talk we hear ahout a new order, I think one
of the major principles of any sueh new
order will he that families with children
shall not he denied the right te obiain
dwelline-houses simply hecause of the pre-
senee nf those children. It may be as well
to point out that thix matter is already pro-
vided for in the Commonwealth Govern-
ment ’s National Security Regulations, which
deal with the relationship between land-
lords and tenants. Therefore this particu-
lar proposal alveady operates in several
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Statey that have no legislation dealing with
this matter. Those States operate com-
pletely under the National Security Regula-
tions. The Commonwealth Government has
asked this State to apply the regulations
here, but the State Government prefers to
pass its own legislation as against accepting
in their entirety on this point the Common-
wealth Nattonal Security Regulations. Did
I understand the member for Nedlands to
say something?

Hon. N. Keenan; No, I was simply
stiling at this sudden belief in the State
Parliament!

The MINISTER ¥OR LABOUR: 1
thought from the hon. member’s appearance
that he was devcloping an interjection. In
this matter the Siate Government took very
carly action. Legislation was passed deal-
ing with ventals before there was any sug-
gestion of the Commonwealth National
Security Regulations being promulzated
From experience, we know that our Aet has
worked eflectively and the Government de
sirtes to improve it hy the addition of the
saggested amendments.  If the Bill s
passed, it will mean that Parliament accepts
the State legislation as being quite as
effective as the Commonwealth regulations
In those civemnstances we would he mueh
happier to continue operating under owmr
State legisiation as against the Commeon
wealth regnlations which, if adopted here
would over-ride the State Act. Morcover
the regulations then would eontinue to oper.
ate for the duration of the war and 1%
months afterwards. The third proposal will
il aeeepted hy Parliament, compel a land-
lord or lhis agent to keep a record of the
renl that was charged for his premises al
the 3lst Augnst. 1939, and of any aliera
tions lezailv allowed in that rent subsequeni
to that date, In other words, the landlorc
or his agent will be renuired to have ¢
written or typewritten record of the rentals
chavged for a partienlay property or dwell
ing on the date mentioned, and of any
alterations in the standard rent legalty al
lowed =ince that time.

The Government regards that as a neees
sury addition to the State legislation bhe
eanse, under existing conditions, it is nof
oasy for a tenant to know whether the reni
he is ealled upon to pay is the fair or stand
ard lezal rental, or some rental above tha
standard. He has to i ke the word of th
landlord or his agent as to the rental
Several instanees have been tracked dows
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and it has been found that the incoming
tenant has been charged 2s. Gd., 5s., or even
as high as 10s. 4 week above the standard
or fair rentul. If the landlord or his agent
is compelled to keep a record of the fair or
standard rental, the tenant will have an
opportunity to stndy it, and will immedi-
alely know whether the amount he is being
called upon to pay is eorrect or represents
a sum in excess of the standard rent. If
the tenant finds he is called upon to pay an
excessive rental, it will be an easy matter
for him to have action taken to adjust the
position.

The most beneficial result likely to be de-
rived from the alteration to the prineipal
Act will be that landlords and their agents
will know that they must keep this record,
which the incoming tenant ean peruse, and
this will mean that the opportunities to
charge more than the standard rentals will
be diminished. In faet, the opportunities to
chavge more than the standard rental will
be very limited. If the landlord or his
agent should interfere with the record by
making false entries, he will inenr a grave
risk of prosecution, and this will render him
liable to a heavy penalty. T feel sure that
the proposals in the Bill will eommend them-
selves to members, and T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. North, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—MEDICAL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 12th November.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan} [3.10]: The Min-
ister told the House that the Medical Act
is very old, and doubtless some of the
amendments emhodied in the Bill are there-
fore justified. Others, I think, will he sub-
jeeted to some criticism. I notice that the
Minister said that the hoard is to consist
of not more than seven members, of whom
six shall be medieal practitioners. There
may be some justifieation for what may be
regarded as a reflection on medieal prac-
titioners in that it is suggested there shall
be one member of the board who will he a
layman—in other words, not a medical prae-
titioner.

Mr. Patrick: But the mediceal
tioners will have a good majority.

praeti-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes. 1 do nof know of
what use a person who is not a medical
practitioner will be on a board that deals
with professional matters and which, it is
reasonable to believe, may meet for the pur-
pose of discussing questions relating thereto.

The Minister for Health: He may be a
good watceh-dog.

My, SAMPSOXN: If the implication is
that the medical practitioners need a wateh-
dog, T am a little doubtful whether that
view 15 justifiable, When T say I am a
littla doubtful on the point, I express my
sentiments politely to the Minister, I am
not by any means convinced that one other
than a medical practitioner should bhe so
appointed, and I am firmly of opinion that
such an appointment would he unjustified.
The Minister made some reference to reeip-
rocity being permitted. I take it that refers
to degrees conferred in foreign countries
which, under normal conditions, would be
recognised by the Medieal Board. That
postulates a proper viewpoint in most in.
stances, but T am very doubtful whether we
would be justified in approving of recipro-
city, inasmuoeh- as theve is always the possi-
bility of an infiux of foreign medicos,
thereby eausing zome anxiety to those who
have secured their degrees from universities
tn British communifies.

The Mintster for Henlth: The Bill vefers
only to reciproeity agreed upon hy  Great
Britain, not by us.

Mr, SAMPSOXN: I realise that.

The Minister for Health: Tt has to be
aceepted by CGreat Britain,

My, SAMPSON: I realise we have no
power in the matter. I do not know that I
am favourable to doing anything that would
have the effeet of making it possible for the
Western Australinn authorities to recognise
the degrees, or whatever the qualifications
of medieal practitioners may be termed, to
the possible detriment of medical practi-
tioners in this country. So I say there
is great need for care im this matter,
or there will he danger in it. Of eourse
it is a good thing to encourage the
spirit of brotherhood—“When man to man
the world o'er shall brithers be” and so on.
Nevertheless, the sentiment does not always
work out quite as well as one would like.
There is opposition possibly coming to our
own medical practitioners, and I am most
anxious that they should not be injured by
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any legislation passed here. There is in
Clause 4 of the Bill—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. men-
ber must not mention elauses on second read-
ing.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: The Bill contains a
clause as to which I am doubtful whether it
should stand. May 1, Sir, read the elause?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, 1 think the horn.
member may read clauses.

My, SAMPSON: The elause as to the use-
fulness of propriety of which I am doubt-
ful reads as follows:—

No matter or thing done or suffered by the
board or by any member or by the registrar
Fona fide in the exceution or intended execu-
tion of this Aect or by the exercise or dis-
charge, intended exercise or discharge, of any
of ita or his powers or duties, shall subject
the board or any member or the registrar or
any other person or the Crown to any liability
in respect thereof.

That of course gives sueh {rcedom, or per-
haps I should say such absence of vespon-
sibility, as to eause ane to wonder that the
Minister is prepared to take that power.
I am not in favour of any organisation heing
permitted, possibly throngh carelessness. to
do something and incur no responsibility for
the doing of it. Ilowever, the matier is
one which ean he dealt with lLetter in Com-
mittec; and that remark really applies to
most of the elauses. It would eertainly be
of advantage to include with the word “in-
Famous” the words *‘or improper;” because
whilst in the old days all those in control
were exceedingly serious and severe, such is
hardly the case today. I have looked up the
word “infamous” in Webster’s dictionary
and there find it defined as “having a repu-
tation of the worst kind, publiely braunded
with guilt, notoriously vile, disgraceful” A
very bad and exeeedingly wicked member
eould with fatrness be deseribed as infamous;
but the same dictionary defines the word
“Improper’ as “not snitable, unfit. incorrect,
wrong.” T eould almost on occasion refer to
a member or two as “improper,” and they
might equally respond by applying that word
to me, The amendment provides an im-
provement. The faet that registration is to
be effected annually is a good thing. Tt will
certainly keep the list of medieal practi-
tioners more up-to-date than has heen the
ense previously. Hitherto, T think, 10
aguineas has heen the fee, and that meant
membership for as long as a person lived
provided no advice to the eontrary reached
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the Medical Board. In the absence of noti
fication of a member’s decease, his name re
mained on the list.

The Minister for Health: Even if he re
mained here only for 12 months,

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, and even if h
practised for a briefer period. No one ca
tell when o doctor will die. If the Bil
passes, the annual registration fee will b
three guineas, which seems to me satisfactor
and reasonahle, Certainly the amount i
not unreasonable. There is a feature of th
Bill which I think will require a little care
ful consideration by the Minister before i
is enaeted. T refer to the tail of a propesc
new subeluuse which sets out what no per
son other than a medical practitioner ma
do or may not do. He must not do a variet
of things, and he must not practise medicin
or surgery in any one or more of its branche
ov give or support any medical or surgies
attendance or advice; and then these word
are added—
or any serviee, attendnnce, operation or advie
whicl is given or performed by a medieal prac
titioner,

Now, we all know how useful are th
words “'ct cetera  They cover a multitud
of possibilities. Or the word “including
might have been uvsed, thus making it pos
sible to cover all and sundry, ov the draft:
man might have included the words *with
out limiting the gencralities of the fore
going.” I do not like “gencralities” o
the drag-net “et cotera” contained i
the provision. For the first time, =«
far as I know, the JMinister, who |
usnully  most  c¢ireumspect in what h
brings forward, has on this occasio
done something which savours of a part
viewpoint, really Siate trading. The Bil
sets out that the lonrd shall keep a prope
aceount of all receipts and payments.
suggest that this adviece contained in th
Bill is not necesary in ovder to secure ths
cnd. But the clanse goes on to state tha
acrounts of all receipts and payments shal
he kept, and that such accounts shall b
awdlited hy the Auditor General. Shades ¢
our Accountancy Institute! What justifies
tion is there for the Minister’s effort to un
load the probably simple little accounts o
a Medieal Board on to the Aunditor General
And further the elanse provides that th
Auditor fieneral zhall bave all the power
in respect of such aceounis as are or ma
be conferred upon him by any Aet no
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or hereafter in force relating to the ecol-
leetion and andit of public moneys and ac-
counts.

I may prognosiicate that when the Minis-
ter meets some of his accountancy friends
they will wani to know why this reflection
15 cast on the private aceountant, and why
this little organisation, which I do net sup-
pose hag an income of £1,000 a year and may
not have half of it, should be required to
submit its accounts and all receipts and
payments te the Auditor General. That
unfortunate public officer who, time after
time, though not during the last three or
fuur years, has been blamed in this Chamber
hecause he has been unahle to submit his
annual report promptly, is to have this
additional burden placed upon his shoulders.
Mewbers in those earlier days to which 1
refer counsidered they had oceasion to com-
plain that the Auditor (General’s annual re-
port did nnt come promptly to hand. What
are we going to do? Are we going to have
all hodies authorised by the Legislature of
this Stale ealled upon to submit their ac-
counts to the Auditor General? I fear that
provision was a slip of the typewriter.
Sueh a very disturbing instruetion will, I
trust, not he persisted in. I support the
second reading, and am very hopeful that
sohe elanses of the Bill may be amended
in Committee, much to their advantage.

MR. NORTH ((laremont): I am selid on
this Bill. It contains, however, a clause
dealing with advertising which provides that
advertising ¢nnnot take place exeept in cer-
tain ways, and which eonfines the proeess to
medieal praetitioners. Then the clause de-
fines by certain words “medieal services,”
which might be taken to menn that no die-
tician may advertise, or recommend over the
air, his diets to his varionus followers. I
do not quite know whether the Minister in-
tends to go so far as that. T do not even
knew whether doctors have agreed with
modern diets. Many dieticians, we know,
are laughed at as eranks. We know, too,
that what mayv suit one patient may not suit
another. I am anxious on hehalf of the lady
applicant—who saw me and the member for
Swan, who did not refer to the interview in
his speech, perhaps leaving it to me to do
so—lest the Bill, if passed as now con-
structed, should prevent health radio talks
from taking place.

Mr. Sampson: T referred to the stagger-
ing power of the words “et cetera.”

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. NORTH: I do not wish to throw any
names at the Bill, the need for which I
understand; bat I think the time has come
when we should find out whether it is the
medieal profession’s intention to run the
dieticians off the market, or whether the
medical profession intends to bring them into
the fold and establish some standard of com-
petence. 1 do not know even whether
dictetics have reached the level of # real
seience. There is certainly a great deal of
radio instruction on thig subject. I noticed
that we had from the B.M A, every morning
of the week a quite involved lecture on diet.
I trust that when the Bill is in Commitiee
it will be clarified in sueh a way as not to
prevent this class of professional experts
from doing their work in sueh a manner as
will not be harmful to the public.

The Minister for Health: Every hospital
ha= its dietary seales. The Bill will not
interfere with them.,

Mr. NORTH: That is really the issue. T
understand that so-called dieticians elaim
that the medical profession is tryving to eatch
up, and that it has not vet reached its goal
in that respeet. I support the Bill.

MR. EUGHES (East Perth}: I hope no
attempt will be made to stamp ouf the die-
ticians, T admit thex are cutting the ground
from heneath the feet of the medical nro-
fession. 'With the rapid advance that is now
heing made in the United States and other
parts of the world in respect to correct eat-
ing, and eating food of the right quality
and in the right guantities, these people are
likely to do great damage to the medieal
profession. They will produce so much
better a standard of living in the com-
munity by the spread of knowledge as to
what to eat and +when to eat that the
people will not be satisfied in future if
this information is not allowed to he as
frecly disseminated 2s is being done in the
United States, where that sort of thing is
making such great strides. Therve is no
doubt that many people hecome sick beeause
thev get too fat. They do not exercice and
their fat accnmulates, If thev followed the
emrect diet they would reduce their fat, and
hv sn doing aequire cood health. T speak
from personal experience, hecause T took
off 13 Ih. in weirht in quite a short time.

T helieve there iz a great deal of jealonsy
amonest members of the medical profession
against. the doctrine of these people who



[19 NoveMsER, 1042.]

provide good heaith by this means. If any-
thing is imported into the Act that tends
to restrict these people from deoing a public
sorvice—they ave doing this by means of
natural foods, whereas the medieal profes-
sion is doing it by means of drugs which
very often are harmful—the public will be
dissatisfied. [f we put anything inte the
Act that will allow the medical profession,
whieh is a very close monopoly and nnfor-
tunately is, to a large extent, conmercial-
isedd, to prevent the dietictans from doing
their work, the matter will be taken out of
otr hands, Some court mav decide that this
valuable source of information must be dried
up and kept from the publie at large. I am
elad the Minister has assured ng that there
is no danger of that happening.

The Minister for Health: If there is, we
will soon stop if,

Mr. HUGHES: I take it the Alinister
will have another carveful Jook at the matter
to make sure there will be no 1isk in that
dircetion. Iis assurance satislies me.

(Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Messawe {rom the Lieut.-Uovernor ve-
d¢etved and read notifyving assent to the
T-ublic Authorvities (Postponement of Elee-
tions) Bill.

BILL—STATE (WESTERN AUS-
TRALIAN) ALUNITE INDUSTRY
PARTNERSHIP.

Second Reading,

Tdehate resumed from the 10th November.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [3.33]: The very
interesting address given by the Minister
for Industrial Development was of great im-
portance to every member of Parliament.
Important staiements have been made to
the Minister by responsible officers whose
duty it is, as experts and geologists, to sup-
ply him with information coneerning the
alunite deposits from which it is hoped to
ohtain vast quantities of potash. As we
know, potash is of vital importance in the
production of wealth from the soil. I do
not think it is possible now to securc an ounce
of potash in this State, nor has it been
possible to do so for some considerable
periad. The Minister has told us—I do not
fike to use the term “fantastical stories”—
about the cnormons quantity of potash that
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will be derived from the Lake Campion de
posits. He said he had been advised tha
there were 15,009,000 tons of this valuabl
eommoadity in sight. He also told the Hous
that the Government had entered into a eon
traet with two brothers for a period o
ten years.

I hope the Minister will not mind m;
mentioning the point I am now coming tc
1 have had considerable experience in thi
Chamber over the years, and have heard o
the wonderful things that were going t
happen if certnin indunstries were estak
lished in this State. T reeollect a long de
bate that took place in this Chamber eon
rerning the establishment of freezing work
in the North. Private enterprise said tha
those works could be built for £100,000, hu
T venture to say that they cost the Siat
more nearly a quarter of a million. I d
not think the works have ever paid a div;
dend or any interest on one penny of th
outlay made upon them. I mention thi
matter in the hope that members will giv
attention fto the points made by the Ministe
in regard to the cost of establishing on
unit to deal with the alunite deposits.
understand that considerable headway ha
alveady heen made with that plant. I wa
very intevested to know that it wounld b
possible by means of the enterprise that i
heing lannched to provide primary pr
ducers with superphosphate at a cost n
greater than £15 per ton. Not many yea
ugo £30 a ton was the lowest priee at whic
it was possible to purchase that commodit
in Western Australia. It will he a wonda
ful thing for this State if the Minister’
statement twims out to he correet, and it i
pussible to supply producers with potash s
that priec. Tf evervthing turns out well th
Minister will go down in history as a publi
benefactor.  Nevertheless 1 ask the Hous
to bear in mind past experiences eoncernin
cevtain State teading coneerns, in whie
catemory this particnlar ventonre will h
placed.

The Goverament is finding the greate
pirt of the maney involved in the establisl
went of the industry, and naturally wi
control the working of the deposits. Th
Minister has endeavoured to eonvinee th
Honse that the eommodity in question ca
he produerd at £15 per ton. I hope tha
will be no strikes or lock-outs, and th:
when the halanee sheets come to be pni
cduced they will indieate that the conecer
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is proving profitable. I point out that it
will be the taxpayers’ money that will be
at stake, I have no desire to indulge in
carping criticism. If the Bill is passed—I
intend to vote for it—I hope when the time
comes for us to see the second balance sheet,
we shall be able to congratulate the Minis-
fer upon what he has done and upon having
brought this Bill doewn for approval. I am
sure no one will econgratulate him more than
I on behalf of the people of my electorate.
The opportunity that seems to be offered to
obtain vast quantities of potash for the use
of primary producers warrants me in saying
I hope the Bill will be passed, and that be-
fore long those people to whom potash is
such a vital necessity will he able to obtain
it at a priee not greater than £15 per ton.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) : I do not
propose to address myself to the Bill from
the point of view of those members who
have indicated that they intend to eomment
on the partnership arrangements which this
measure is designed to validate. No doubt
certain individuals were overlooked when
the arrangements were made to acquire the
right to work certain areas, but I do not
propose to deal with that question for two
reasons. Firstly, T know mnothing about
the matter except from hearsay, and
gecondly, it would be unjust to make any
comment hefore the Minister had an oppor-
tunity fo explain why he dealt in a eertain
manner with some individuals nnd left
others ont. There is, however, a feature
upon which I desire to eomment, and that
is that this is an industry for which appar-
ently it is impossible to obtain support from
private individuals or companies. It is
not difficult, especially in Australia, to get
support for the development of any chemi-
cal or mineral industry if there is a mar-
ket in Australia for its products. Appar-
ently in this ease, although it was hawked
in the Eastern States, it was not sueceess-
fully hawked.

The Minister for Tndustrial Development:
It waos not hawked in the Eastern States.

Hon. N. KEENAX: I have in mind the
statement made in this Honse when another
matter was being disewssed. The original
prospector who found this deposit went to
the Eastern States but, unfortunately, was
not suceessful in  getting sopport. This
scheme, if it is to be justified, will be justi-
fled as a war measure. At the present mo-
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ment there is a seareity of potash in Aus-
tralia.

The Minister for Mines: It is very searce,
too!

Hon. X. KEENAN: Yes. That searcity
is almost certain to eontinue if not hecome
accentuated for the duration of the war,
Therefore this may be deseribed as a war
measure. Unfortunately the State is put-
ting a lot of money into it. On the pre-
sent Loan Estimates £89,000 appears. I
saw an estimate in vesterday's newspaper,
which I assume was inspired, that an addi-
tional £125,000 would be required. It
often happens that one goes hopefully into
a matter and then having taken the first
plunge is obliged to go on. In the long
run this scheme may cost many hundreds of
thousands of pounds.

The whole question depends on the ae-
curacy of the cstimates, what the produet
will eost to produee, and what the market
is for it. This particular deposit in West-
ern Australia would be s hopeless proposi-
tion if it only had this State for a mar-
ket. We must have the Australian market.
I do not know that the Minister particularly
emphasised that point; he apparently took
it for granted. If the two units are work-
ing and producing what it is expected they
will produce, it is obvious that unless we
have the Australian market we will have
a lot of it left on our bands—probably 80
per cent. We must, therefore, be assured
of an Australian market, and what grounds
have we for that assurance? I do not know
what the position is in the Eastern States.
I do not know whether deposits have been
discovered there, and if they have whether
they have to any extent heen worked. The
Minister did mention that there were
certain producing centres in the Kastern
States,

Mr, Patrick: That was raw material for
aluminium-banxite,

The Minister for Industrial Development:
That was raw material for aluminium, not
for potash.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Ts it alleged that we
are 1n the happy position of being the only
State with a deposit of this c¢haracter?

The Minister for Industrial Development:
The only large deposit.

Hon. N. KEENAN: What does the term
“large” govern? We have not apparently
heard of a deposit to the same extent any-
where else. Assuming that there is & pro-
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fitable market in Australia as a whole, it
depends entirely on the fact that there is
no similar industry started in any other
part of the Commonwealth. This industry
has a limited, almost & small field, for the
sale of its produce. The market can be
easily supplied even by this one deposit in
‘Western Aunstralia.

Mr. Thorn: A lot will depend upon the
price of it, too.

Hon. N, KEENAN: The price will deter-
mine the matter. If anywhere in the East-
ern States, a similar deposit to or one any-
thing like the deposit at Lake Campion—or
as we are told now it should be ealled Lake
Chandler—is discovered, what will happen?
The mere success of the industry in this
State will immediately be followed by the
starting of the same industry in the Eastern
States in order that they might have sup-
plies close at hand and have them under
their own control. It is possible also that
they might think they can produee it at a
lewer cost. All these factors will endanger
our investment. It is easy to rush into this.
I am not at present prepared to object to
our attempting to start this industry, but we
must be careful about the amount of money
we venturec. We are commencing with a
very big sum, and if anything like that
amount is put in again and again, as might
well happen, we will soon find ourselves
in the position of having & very expensive
failure to nurse.

If there was anything like an undertaking,
as we could well claim there should be from
the Commonwealth to facilitate the sale of
this product—not as an exclusive sale, as it
is not possible under the Commonwealth
Constitution for the Cowmmonwealth Gov-
ernment to grant that to any one State, but
some kind of trade arrangement which
would create a reasonable prospect that the
sale of the Western Australian produet
would not be challenged provided it is mar-
keted at a reasonable figure—then we might
go into this venture in a much calmer frame
of mind. If our entry into it is snccessful
we will almost certainly receive a challenge
—and with the knowledge that we will be
able, in no way, to meet it except in the
course of ordinary commercial rivalry—to
capture the Eastern States markets. If we
do not get these markets this will be one
more lesson in a roninous State venture.
However, I do not propose to oppose the
second reading.
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MR. PATRICK (Greenough): I do not
propose to oppose the second reading of
this Bill, because I do not think we have
any option but to support it. The Govern-
ment, moreover, has gone so far already in
spending money that it would be useless to
oppose it. At the same time I propose to
offer a few observations on the matter. I
hope the messure fulfils the great expeeta-
tions that the Minister and the Government
appear to have for it, but I am not too
enthusiastic on the facts put forward hy the
Minister. It seems to me that it might be
a case of the Government rushing in where
private investors fear fo tread. We bhave
certainly had very little information given
us by the Minister, and none at all in the
pamphlet and memorandum, on the estimated
results. Most members will be aware that
it is customary, when a eompany puts out
a prospectus, for an estimate of the costs
and so forth to be given, I am not referring
altogether to mining companies. My ex-
perience of them is that they are inclined to
be a little romantic in their c¢laims. In an
ordinary solid business proposition these
estimates are given. If a scheme were pro-
posed by the B.HLP. for more ecapital, it
wonld state what it proposed to do and give
the actval costs of working and the balan:e
that would remain. We have had no esti-
mates of that sert at all.

I am not surprised that the keen business-
men who started this company got out, and
got out al a fair figure. If the faets in
this memorandum were put to the investing
public by the Minister, he would be lucky
to sell a single share. ¥ would not be in-
clined to take any shares on this prospectus.
The memorandum and the Minister’s speech
contain some rather misleading statements.
After reading these remarks, I have come to
the conclusion fthat the Minister is not a
mathematician. The average import of
potash into Australia for the five years
ended 1937-38—1938 was the year quoted—
was 9,300 tons, and the value in Aus-
tralian currency was £83,035. In the year
when the facts were said to be ascertained
by Mr. Fernie—and anyone could obtain
them by consulting the Commonwealth Year
Book—10,615 tons were imported into Aus-
tralia and the valne was £97,989, in Aus-
tralian currency. Actually, the produection
of 11 tons a day would supply a third
of the Australian requirements on that
basis. On the figures stated and on the
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basis of a six-day week, 40,000 {fons
a year will he produced, but the whole
of the Australian consumption, over an
average of five years, is only 9,000 tons. I
do not know where the Minister’s ecalenla-
tions bave gone astray. When he gets his
full unit into operation, he will produce
120,000 tons a vear to supply a market re-
quiring 9,000 tons, taking the average of
five vears' importations.

Potash, of course, is not a large factor
in Australian agriculture. In the same year,
1938, 777,000 tons of rock phosphate were
imported at a cost of £894,000. I can re-
member when a “Potash Syndicate” was in
operation some years ago. It spent a great
deal of money in opening up the Australian
market for its product. Any wheatgrower
who elected to get a 1 ewt. bag of super-
phosphate and mix some 20 lbs. or 30 lbs.
of pofash, wounld get a similar bag of super-
phosphate made up to the same weight and
mixed with sand. Many farmers were in-
duced to believe that it would yield great
results, and they gave it a trial. I had a
number of bags given to me free, but we
got no results becanse it is a manure not
suitable for wheat. This was a German in-
dustry, and I cite the following instance to
show the mentality they exhibited then, and
what they are exhibiting today.

A previous professor of agriculture in
Western Australia told me this interesting
story. He had an exhibition of grass plots
showing the differences in the uses of cer-
tain manures. The syndicate to whieh I have
Just referved supplied potash for a eer-
tain plot, and the professor was asked to
wateh this plot closely and see that there
was no interference with it. It did not seem
to produce much in the way of results. One
day the German representative came to him
and asked what it would be worth to put a
pinch of nitrate into the plot. The profes-
sor told him to get off the premises, and
he maintained a strieter watch afiterwards.
That shows to what lengths these people
will go to develop their industries. There
is no doubt that after the war they will
make g big fight to retain them.

Although potash is not a big factor in
Australian agriculture, it is very valuable
in conneetion with eertain elasses of plants.
Tu my voung dayvs, the botanical term of sol-
anacem included potatees, tobaeco and toma-
toes, for which potash was very beneficial,
and it is also used a good deal in the case
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of vines and fruit-trees, but that is about
the limit of its uses. There is no doubt that
there is a certain market for potash but,
as the member for Nedlands pointed out, we
would want some undertaking from the Com-
monwealth Government that we would be
able to refain this market after the war.
I think Western Australin would get the
market in the Commonwesalth. I do not
know of any other deposits ¢f the kind in
Australiz, but I do not think we conld rowm-
pete with the hig natural deposits in Ger-
many and Alsaec-Lorraine, which are much
richer and from which muriate of potash
can be extracted with little refining.

Mr. Hughes: Would we trade with Ger-
manyv after the war?

Mr. PATRICK: After the war, Alsace.
Lorraine may not form part of Germany;
it may again hecome part of France. I do
not know whether the Government has any
arrangement to protect this indusiry, as
some other Australian industries have heen
protected, when the war is over. I think
the Minister said the value of the potash
was £15 per ton, but the average price of
the commodity landed here in the last five
Yyears was about £0 in Australian ecurrency.
Therefore the indusiry will require a cer-
tain amount of protection. It is not a big
industry, and it is important now only on
acecount of the war, becanse these require-
ments cannot at present be imported.

Taking the Minister's figures and the
small importanee of potash in Anstralian
agriculture and as an industry, I think we
should have heen given more information as
to what the by-products are going to vicld.
We have heard a lot abhout bhy-products, hut
no information has been given as to what
will be the cost of producing aluminium
from the alumina, which will be one of the
by-products. I doubi whether we shall be
able to compete in the manufacture of alu-
minium after the war if the Atlantie
Charter is to be carried out. It is well
known that alumintnm is produced where
there is very cheap water-power. In the
United States of Ameriea, the Niagara Falla
produce electricity at a very low cost, and
that is the largest alaminium-producing
rountry; so there is not a very bright pros-
peet ahead for aluminium.

I deplore the lack of information given
by the Minister, and also in the memoran-
dum. The memorandum states that the Gov-
ernment Analyst prepared a report which
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showed that the yield of potassium sulphate
would be 240,000 tons. That was based on
tests carried out at Lake Campion to a
depth of three feet over an area of 300
aeres, The Minister mentioned 1,750,000
tons, but gave no information as to how that
quantity was arrived at. Evidently the
Government Analyst tested the deposit to
a depth of 3 feet only. While I have con-
siderable doubt about the industry, I hope
it will be a suceess. This will be ap un-
usual industry in that it will be away from
the eoast. We have not too many such in-
dustries in the country distriets, and it
should do something to attraet population
from the enast. Most of the great indus-
tries of Australia are at ports, and I for
one hope that, in spite of my fears, the
Minister will make a success of the enter-
prise.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson): I realise
that there is no possibility of snceessfully
oppesing the passing of the second reading
at this late stage. Before the Government
rushed into this enterprise involving an ex-
penditare of a vast amount of money, the
Minister should have introduced the Bill.
In fact, it should have been brought down
Inst session. The second rending was moved
only last week, and we arc already committed
to a vast expenditure of money. The Pre-
mier has rushed on his Loan Estimates and
the spending of the money has already com-
meneed. This seems to be a peculiar attitude
for the Government to adopt to an im-
portant project of this sort, espeeially as the
Commonwealth Government has made no
monetary advanee and is aceepting no re-
sponsibility as to whether the venture is
suceessful or otherwise. If the Martin
hrothers and the influential gentlemen eon-
cerned with them, whom the Government
has seen fit to buv out without consulting
Parliament, had been the pioneers of these
deposits, one conld understand the position,
but it must he two nr three years since 2 man
named Joscph told me of the deposits at
Take Brown. Ii was Chandler who dis-
covered the doeposits at Lake Campion.
These men have heen serapped; nothing has
been done to recognise their efforts as the
original prospectors. The Martin brothers
did nat come into the pieture £ill 1940, The
memorandum eirculated by the Minister
states—

RBome 31, years ago the Martin Investment
Co., of whiehh Messrs. M, and E. J. Martin are
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the principals, made a preliminary survey of
some of the mineral resources of this State for
the purpose of ascertaining whether there were
any mineral deposits available that would war-
rant ecommercial exploitation,
Were these gentlemen out for the eommercial
exploitation of the minerals of this State?
It seems like it! The small syndicate to
which I have referred came into the picture
a long time ago, It consisted of three
brothers named Dunn, and a man named
Joseph, and they made considerable investi-
gations, They selected under a prospecting
area a place at Lake Brown about two miles
from Lake Campion. Theyv did not stop at
making investigations; they obtained many
reports, and they elaim that their reports and
analyses are much better than are those of
the Lake Campion deposits. Yet they have
heen overlooked in every way. This was a
syndicate of small men, who spent out of
their own pockets #£2,000 or £3,000. Yet
under this Bill Mr. Jaekson, Mr. Brisbane,
Mr. Thorn and others are given £2,000 by
the Government to get out. Chandler, who
was interested as far baek as 1928, is entirely
ignored. The other syndicate T have men-
tioned will not receive a penny pieee by way
of compensation. What possible hope have
those men of competing against the State
Government? How could they get anyone to
invest in their small syndicate when the
State is prepared to throw in perhaps
£200,000 to develop the Lake Campion de-
posit? I suppose the products of these de-
posits are wanted for war purposes, bat he-
fore the war sulphate of potash was im-
ported from oversea. Alsace-Lorraine sup-
plied all Australia’s requirements at £8 or
£9 (Australian) per ton landed cost. The
syndicate wrote to the Minister for Tndus-
trial Development on the 16th April, 1841,
as follows 1 —

For the past three years we have been oc-

cupied in endeavouring to treat the alunite de-
posits of the Lake Brown district in this State,

We are pleased to report that we can now
recover from these deposits potash alum
K280,A1 (80}, potash K0, and aluminum

oxide A10,.

You will appreciate that so far all our opera-
tions have been conducted on a small seple,
but on commercial lines, and we have no donht
that equally favourahle resmlts will be obtained
from a large commercial plant operated on
similar lines,

We woul@ like to stress the fact that np to
date all expenzes in conmection with this ve-
search have beer horne by our *mall syndirate,
hut at this stage, owing to the ohacurity of
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the marketing position, we do not feel justified
in taking any steps to obtain privately the capi-
tal necessary to place the production of K0
and A10 on a commercial footing,

We therefore propose making such applica-

tion as will enable a Government grant to he
made for the purpose, and we should appre-
ciate yvour advising ws of the procedure to he
adopted,
The syndicaie did not receive a reply to that
letter. Then it wrote to the Commonwealth
Department of Supply, on the 29th April,
1041, as follows:—

For some years past deposits in tbe Lake
Brown area in this State known to be rich
in alunite have been the subject of research
at their own expense by a private syndieate
composed of the following:—H., P, Duun,
Perth, W.A.; J. G. Dunn, Nedlands, W.A,;
Dr. 3. D. G. Dumn, Melbourne, Victoria; L, J.
Joseph, Bridgetown, W.A.

Then particulars ave given. The reply from
the department was as follows: —

I acknowledge your letter of the 29th April,
No doubt yon are aware of the work being
done under the direction of Professor Bayliss
of the University of Western Australia in col-
laboration with the Council for Scientific and
Industrinl Research on the alunite deposits of
the Lake Campion avea.

It would be helpful if you would give some

further advice on the relative advantages of
your alunite as compared with the Lake Cam-
pion deposit and also some further details of
the process and the cxperhmental work on
which it is based.
These men have heen interested in the de-
posits for three vears and have made all
sorts of investigations and analyses, where-
as the Martin hrothers did not eome into the
business until Mareh, 1940, I am wondering
whether it was on account of the influence
of the big mining men—H. B. Jackson, Bris-
bane, Thorn and others—that the Minister
introduced a Bill by which Martin brathers
will get 23 shares and another gentleman
nine shares. Mr. Chandler has been in the
mdustry since 1927, and he and Dunn
hrothers are ignored altogether. Is it fit-
ting that the State should take over these
deposits, which will supply all the require-
ments of the State, and not compensate the
first prospectors at lenst to the extent of
the monev which they have expended?
They have no possihle chance now of float-
ing a syndieate, seeing that the Govern-
ment has taken over these deposits.

T am not oppesing the Bill; the State is
too deeply committed for me to do that. I
do not wish to oppose anything that will
be to the advantage of the State. The
State is erving out for potash. OQur to-
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baceo industry wants it, our potato indus-
try wants it, our market-gardeners, our or-
chardists and vignerons want if. Super-
phosphate is not suitable for those indus-
tries. We can only secure potash now
from the deposits, of which the State has a
monopoly. Bat, as I said, I want to know
why these first prospectors are ignored.
Why cannot the State Government do some-
thing for these pioneers? Could it not
give them a couple of thousand pounds
cach? Chandler eertainly is entitled to
some reeompense. Martin brothers not
only get 23 shares, but they have good jobs
as well. I object to the Minister introdue-
ing a Bill such as this at the last moment,
after the Government had pledged itself
and had advanced and expended money.
That seems to me to he quite wrong. The
Government must have had that expendi-
ture in mind, because the Premier must
have been preparing his Loan Estimates
for some econsiderable time past. I de-
sire that everybody should e treated alike,
and that the men for whom I have spoken
should reecive compensation for what they
have done.

MR. BOYLE (Avoi}: In my opinion most
speakers who have addressed themselves to
the Bill have taken—shall I say—a super-
ficial view of it.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
Great Western Aunstralians! Arve they not?

Mr. BOYLE: T would not say that. They
are cntitled to their own opinion. The
Minister has not the right to say that. As
1 know the circumstances, the action of the
Minister and the Government is highly
commendable, because they knew what was
not generally known to the people at large,
namely, that we were faced with deter-
mined opposition by Eastern States in-
terests, which were endeavouring to pre-
vent the deposit from being worked.

My, J. H. Smith: We have not been told
that.

Mr. BOYLE: I am telling the hon. mem-
her now, anyhow. The syndicate was a finan-
cial one. It was not kiteflying with the
object of getting the deposit and selling it.
One need only mention the names of the
members of the syndicate, among whom are
Mr. H. B. Jackson, the chairman, Martin,
brothers, and Hardy. The last three were
the only members of the syndicate who
did not have the finance to put into it. The
deposit had been loeated by Martin brothera
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and Hardy, who sobsequently interested
financial men in the project.

Mr. J. H. Smith: The deposit was lo-
cated 20 years ago.

Mr. BOYLE : Immediately Mariin brothers
went to the Eastern States with their pro-
position, the opposition there came to a
head. The outbreak of hostilities further
complicated the position. One member of
the syndieate had invested £25,000 in
Malaya and had lost if, while other mem-
bers of the syndicate were financially
affected by the war. In my opinion the
Government had no option but to anticipate
ithe approval of this House to the expendi-
ture made. I do not for a moment advo-
cate that Governments should in all eir-
cumstances anticipate a deeision of this
House, beecanse, after all, it is the members
who have the right to say whether public
funds shall he expended or not. But a
delay of even months would have been fatal
to the development of what I firmly be-
lieve will be the greatest exploitation of
our natural mineral resources,

Mr. Warner: Possibly this will be the
only one left after the war.

Mr. BOYLE: I speak from a good deal of
research as a layman in this matter, having
frequently visited the deposit, conversed
with engincors and been at the University
with Mr. Fernie when the pilot plant had
finished its work. T investigated these mat-
ters personally. Reference has been made
to the sum of £89,000 expended from Loan
funds, Why, the Japanese offered the syn-
dicate over £60,000,000 for the raw material
delivered on their ships at Fremantie.
Eighty-nine thousand pounds is a small
amount of capital when we have resources
of this type.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Where did you get
that information?

Mr. BOYLE: It ean be secured from the
Department of Industry. The position at
that time was that practically an embargo
cxisted. This is the largest potash deposit
in the world, The only comparable de-
posits arve in Alsace; there are deposits in
Palestine, but these are small. There are
no deposits in the Eastern States or in
Tasmania, and so Western Anstralia has
a monopoly of this product. In the Lake
Campion area the recovery rate is 10 per
cent. The treatment estimated by Mr. Nor-
wood was 130 tons per day, with a recovery
of 13 tons of potash at # cost of £8 10s. per
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ton. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
referred to the fact that the importation
of potash into Australia averages about
10,000 tons a year. It is obvious, there-
fore, that we can supply that 10,000 tons
a year to Auwstrahia.

It the imported cost, as stated by the
hon. member, is about £10 per ton, we
are still within working costs, according to
My, Norwood’s estimate of 130 tons a day.

But I visualise the export of this commeo-

dity. This wonderful deposit will produce
rot only sulphate of potash, but also potas-
sium sulphate, sodium sulphate, alumina,
alaminium sulphate, aluminium chloride,
potash alum, sulphurie acid and hydro-
chloric aeid.  There are 750,000 tons of
sulphur in this deposit. We are trying to
re-settle our eastern wheatbelt, and the
greatest single factor in that scheme will
lie cheap superphosphate. In one of her
playful moods, Nature has placed this de-
posit almost in the centre of the marginal
areas.

Hon. N. Keenan: Do you say we should
nse it for wheat?

Mr. BOYLE: We could use it for the
production of superphosphate.

Mr. J. H. Smith: How?

Mr. BOYLE: We must import phosphatic
rock and will always have to do so, but we
have also to import sulphur. We were get-
ting it from BSicily, Florida, and Moroeco.
We eannot now get sulphur anywhere
within a reasonable distance of Australia.
We have no phosphatic rock in Aunstralia
comparable with that obtained from Nauru.
As T said, we have also to import sulphur.
Here we have in our own State 750,000
tons, enough for our normal requirements
for 20 years, and it is obtainable as a by-
product. That means we could establish
a superphosphate works in that distriet.
It also means that our top-dressing and
other troubles of that kind will be alleviated.
We shall be able to get cheaper superphos-
phate for those areas.

I now come to the treatment of the men
associated in the development of this de-
posit. Most speakers have overlooked the
fact that the Government took over these
leagses from those men. They overlooked
also the fact that there has been a great
deal of expenditure on developmental work
done hy those men. Consequently, that
they should seenre shares in the venture im
partnership with the Government is some-
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thing that I myself would advocate. I do
not decry the appeal of the member for
Nelson on behalf of Dunn brothers, but I
say the Minister had no option or, rather,
be had an option; he conld have been dis-
tinetly dishonourable and said to those men,
#Owing to eirenmstances beyond your eon-
1rol, you cannot develop this particular de-
posit. Therefore, I am going to eancel your
leasges, take over the deposit and work it
as n State proposition.”” That would have
heen a dishonourable action. Owing to
diffienlties in earrying out the conditions
of the leases, the Mimster for Mines could
have cancelled them. The Government has
miven certain shares to these other men. It
has given 23 each to Martin brothers. Those
shares do not represent a cash value.

Mr. Hughes: How many shares are there?

Mr. BOYLE: The number would not ex-
ceed 100. I think it is about 69 amongst the
three of them.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
They were given 23 each oui of a total of
420.

Mr. BOYLE: Those shares do not repre-
sent cash. There are certain eonditions in
the agrcement.  For instance, any losses
must he horne hy the shareholders. If this
is not a profitable enterprise the shares must
bear the losses just as the profits will be
shared in the event of the venture heing a
success. The only alternative would have
heen to give these men a eash return, In
the circumstances, I do not think the Min-
ister made a bad deal, and the placing of
£89,000 on the Loan Estimates was in the
nature of rather a bold effort to develop a
proposition which, to my mind, is franght
with incaleulable good in the development
of this State. It gets away from gold and
all other primary products, and brines into
Wesatern Australia the develonment of a de-
centralised indnstry which, ns one member
said, is away from the coast, and is in eur
agricultural areas and which, T am sure,
will he profitable to the State in more wayvs
than one. Alumina has been mentioned. In
this narticular case that is one of the least
of the products. Tt is really a residne pro-
durt. But there are sub<tontial rceoveries
to he made of sulphate of nntash, sulphur
and other thirgs that have tn bhe imported
at present, Tf we can prodvee sneh thines
here anAd this Bill wi¥l keln in that diree-
tion, it has my onqunalified su:.port.
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THE MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT (in reply): The way of
anyone who attempls to establish secondary
industries in this State is very hard.

Mr. Boyle: Like that of the transgressor!

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMEXNT : Listening to at least one
of the speeches this afternoon omne would
have thought one should make no attempt
to establish a secondary industry in West-
ern Australia unless one could guarantee it
100 per cent. in every respeet. The suyp-
gestion was that unless that could be done
it wonld be unwise and unsafe to do any-
thing. I would like to know how much we
would add to the strueture of our second-
ary industries if we waited, before attempt-
ing to do anything, until we had a proposi-
tion which was absolutely 100 per cent. cer-
tain in every respeet. We would not make
one inch of additional progress. If that
position had had to be waited for in the
past, we would not have had even one tiny
secondary industry in Western Australia. T
doubt whether we wonld have had one pri-
mary industry either. If Western Austra-
lia is to progress at all in the field of sce-
ondary industries, we shall have to show a
little more initiative and eourage than was
suggested by the member who delivered the
speech fo which T am refeiring.

Mr. Marshall: Some tenacity and deter-
mination, too!

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENXT: We were teld that the
proposition in ennneetion with this induos-
try was hawked—T do not like that term
for a start—all over the Eastern States, and
that finaneial interests over there were so
poorly impressed that they would net put
even a shilling into the proposition. That
is not correet in any shape or form. The
proposition was not hawked in the Eastern
States. No financier of any kind in eastern
Anstralia was ever given an opportunity to
put a shilling into the indusiry. We were
particularly carvefnl to keep the Eastern
States interests out of it altozether hecause
we feared—justifiably, 1 think, on our past
experience—that if those interests could get
a grip on this industry they would control
it and operate it, not so much for ihe hene-
fit of Western Australia, hut more partieu-
larly for their own henefit and for the hene-
fit of eastern Anstralia.

Wr were eareful to make sure that Eastern
Stafes intevests had no ownership or eon-



{19 Novemees, 1942.]

trol of this industry. They were given no
opportunity to become financially interested
in the industry. I have no doubt that if
we had made this industry available by way
of offer to certain big financial groups in
eastern Australia, they would have taken the
opportunity to grab if, becanse some of
them are very clearly aware of what the
industry is and what it is likely to be worth
when it is fully developed. We had a great
fight against Eastern States interests in
order to get the industry where it is today.
The bauxite interests in castern Australia
did everything in their power to kill any
possibility of this industry heing developed.

Myr. Boyle: With a million pounds be-
hind them, too!

The MINISTER FOR IXDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: They realised that the
development of this industry will mean that
if alumina for aluminium manufaecture is
ever to he produced in Australia it will be
produced from potash residues at Lake
Campion and not from the bauxite deposits
in eastern Australia. T assure members
that the bauxite interests in eastern Aus-
tralia had supporters in high places, and
those supporters did what they could to
prevent a development of any kind at Lake
Campion. I give the House the absolute
agsurance not only that this proposition was
not hawked fo private financial interests in
eastern Australia, but that the Siate Gov.
ernment had to fight very hard against
those influences and interests in an endea-
vour to have the industry developed at Lake
Campion. The suceess of the industry is
absolufely assured for the war period and
in my judgment, and that of those who
have had most to do with it, is assured after
the war.

Mr. Bary: If it only helps during the
war, it 18 not so bad, is it?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: If Australin had re-
fused to start new industries during this
war because of some doubt about the possi-
bitity of their confinuing in existence after
the war, its war effort would have been a
poor and puny thing.

Mr. Patrick: But one, the liguid fuel in-
dustry, has heen protected. Is this to be
protected after the war?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : Many have been unpro-
fected. Since the war, millions of pounds
have heen put into secondary industries to
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produce articles reguived for the war effort.
The produets of this industry are reguired
indirectly, and some of them directly, in
connection with the war effort. If the en-
deavonr of the Commonwealth Government
to establish an  alumininm-manafacturing
indnstry takes shape, as it is likely to do
any day, there will within a short periog
be a demand, and a strong one, for alu-
mina. We will have alumina in great quan.
tities in the potash residues at Lake Cam-
pion. What greater contribution to the
war effort could Western Australia make
than to have available big supplies of alu-
mina, which is the basic material required
for the manufacture of alominium?

Reference was made by the member for
Avon to other by-products which would be
of great assistance in connection with the
war cffort, and which would be a great help
to our essential primary industries. 1 would
impress upon members that it is not only
the industries which produce munitions that
help our war effort. Any product that helps
to produce essential foodstuffs and other es-
sential requirements associated with the war
effort is an industry of greai value, direetly
and indireetly, to the prosecution of the war
eifort.

My, Doney: That is what we have been
trying to tell the House for a lonr time.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: It is truec beyond any
question that the primary industries of this
State are playing a vital part in the war
offort by producing the food without which
the troops could not exist, and without
which the eivilian population could not put
forward any war effort. The member for
Greenough  said  that we did  not
issue a sufficiently detailed cexplanation
as to how much per ewt. potash would cost
to produce, and how much would be spent
on labour costs; on eost of super-
viston and on the upkeep and mainten-
ance of machinery. He also complained that
we did not give an estimate of what profit
would be made from each ton of potash pro-
duced, and each ton of other products pro-
duced. [s it necessary to give the House all
these details? Wpe have made an estimate
and told the House clearly and plainly the
eost at which potash will be produced. That
cost has been worked out on the actunal cost
of production in every detail. We have esti-
mated carefully, as the hon. member comld
see in his file if he wished, the cost per fow
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—the labour cost, the supervision cost, and
the maintenance of machinery cost. These
costs have been calculated in detail, and on
that detailed calculation we bave reached
the estimated cost per ton at which potash
can be produced.

We do not want to impress any private
financial interests in this or any other State.
We are going into this industry to produce
potash. On the careful consideration that
has heen given to the estimates, we are sure
that we can produce it at a certain figure
per ton. That is all we want to know at
this stage and we know, of course, that the
cost per ton at which potash can be produced
is one which will enable it to find a ready
market not only in Australia but in other
countries not far distant. As far back as
two years ago, we had inquiries from New
Zealand. That country had received some in-
formation through the newspapers about an
attempt being made in Western Australia to
develop the potash indnstry at Lake Cam-
pion, We have had inquiries also from other
directions. We feel positive that there will
be no difficulty at all, even after the war,
in disposing of the products which will come
from Lake Camnpion.

T wounld point out that the financial side
of the industry, so far as the Goevernment and
Martin brothers and Mr. Norwood are con-
cerned, has heen worked ont on the hasis of
producing and selling potash only. After
we have produced potash, we will have all the
potash residues eontaining alumina, sulphur,
hydrochloric aeid, and the other constituents
to which reference has been made. To the
extent that we produee bhy-produets, apart
from the main one of potash, so will the
finaneial position of the industry be made
stronzer. We have been careful fo zive con-
sideration to the value of the potash residues,
ond the financial streneth which will he
added to the industry if thev are treated
for the purpose of produring any hy-pro-
ducts. But we have heen ennzervative in
basing all our estimates and ealenlations on
the potash side of the industry alone. Be-
eause we have been careful and conservative
in that regrard, we feel there is every pros-
pect of finaneial suecess. We know from our
investigations that the prodwetion of potash
alone will provide a measure of financial
suecess sufficient to warrant the continuation
of the industry. There is every chance, as
mentioned by the member for Avon, that
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not only one but several of the by-products
will be in great demand within Australia and
in eountries in close proximity. So we have
that great margin of financial safety to
support us. I sincerely hope and trust that
members will not become pessimistic and un-
duly worried because they feel it is possible
that potash will be produced at a loss. I am
sure it will not be produced at a loss either
during or after the war.

Hon, N, Keenan: What figure do you put
down for your lowest eost of production?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: We place that figure at
approximately £11 a ton when the full units
of production gre established and operating,
At that cost of production we feel and know
that even after the war, if potash iy im-
ported into Australia from oversea at the
pre-war rate, we would still be ahle to com-
pete suceessfully against those importations.
Is it not reasonable to suppose that it will
not be possible for many years after the
war to import potash from oversea coun-
tries at a rate as low as that which ruled
iimnediately before the war? JIs it not
likely that the cost of produetion in the
producing countries will rise? Is it not
certain that the shipping freights hetween
those countries and \ustralia will inerease?
Is it not rertain that the handling costs at
our ports will be much higher than those
prevailing before the war? If careful con-
sideration is given to this aspeet it must
be agreed, on the information available and
on a reasenahle eertainty of what post-war
conditions are likely to he, that no potash
will be eapable of heing landed in Australia
at anything near a price as low as £12 or
£14 per ton.

The member for (reenoungh alsa referred
to the faer that we aim at producing, with
the fivst nnit of equipment, 130 tons of pot-
ash per day. e suggested that that quan-
tity would fay exceed Australia’s pre-war
use of potash. That is true. The total
imports hefore the war approximated 12,000
tons.

Mr. Patrick: The average for the last
five years was 9,900 tons.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The total for 1939 was
close on 12,000 tons.

Mr. Patrick: In the year quoted in the
memorandum the quantity was 10,000 tons.

The MINISTER TFOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMEXNT: Even if the totar was
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10,000 or 11,000 tons, the hon. member will
agree that the use of potash in Australia
was inereasing year by year because of the
greater development of primary industries
that needed potash as a fertiliser. I think
it is certain that, with the passing of the
years the nse of potash will, with the
natural development of our industries, in-
erease.

Mr. Patrick: Yon say the production will
be 130 tons of potash per day?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Yes. That is what the
first unit of plant will be capable of pro-
ducing.

Mr, Patrick: I think the member for
Avon said 13 tons.

Mr. Bovie: T said 130 tons of alunite
would be treated.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Yes, 130 tons of alunite
per day will be treated, but I am dealing
with the suggestion that we should not es-
tablish a plant that might produce in ex-
eess of Australia’s requirements.

Mr. Patriek: I do not say that, but not
to the extent you propose.

The MINISTER TFOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I submit that we should
establish a plant capable of producing a
cood deal more than Australia’s pre-war
requivements.

Mr, Patrick: Not ten times as much.

The MINISTE: FOR INDUGSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Yo, but a quantity con-
giderably above. It would be very foolish
of the Government and those associated
with it to go to the expense of establishing
a plant eapable of producing an equivalent
only of Australia's pre-war reqnirements,
and then find after a year or two that a
good deal of additional expense would have
to be faced to alter that plant or add to it
in a sort of pateh-work fashion. It would
be better to proceed as we propose to do
and ensure that the plant to be established
will he easily capable of producing the
whole of Australia’s requivements, and that
we shall he in a position at any time to
produce considerahly above Australia’s re-
quirements.

Mr. Patrick: You would have to inerease
the plant.

The MINISTER TOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: We might, but we should
go ahead on the basie of a plant eapable
of meeting all demands npon it. For the
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first year or two we shall not be in & posi-
tion to do that, because during the war
period we aim at having one-third of the
total plant established, whieh will produce
one-third of Australia’s total requirements.
We are doing that partly because we do
not wish at the beginning to put £250,000
into this industry without having had any
practical experienee of it. I think we are
moving carefully and reasonably in this
connection. We propose to establish one
unit at a eost of £110,000, and its establish-
ment and operation will provide us with
all the practical experience we require. If
we find, with the passing of time, that it is
desirable and necessary to increase the
productive capacity of the plant, we shall
be in a position to go shead without delay,
even to the extent of trebling the eapacity

I have no doubt that, with actua] steps
being taken to establish the indusiry, there
will be quite a number of men trving to
muscle in on it. We shall probably have
applications from all directions—from men
who have perhaps walked across the lake at
some stage or other, perhaps have camped
there for a day or two, and from others
who may have held leases for a year or two
hoping that something would happen and
that they would make a large profit ant of
selling the leases. No doubt we shall have
applications from here, there and every-
where.

Hon. N. Keenan:
Chandler?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: No, I am leaving him
out of the discussion; we already have a
motion on the notice paper dealing with
him. His position i3 somewhat different
from that of the other men of whom we have
been told. Take the names mentioned by
the member for Nelson this afternoon, the
three Dunns and Mr. Joseph. What did
they do? What was the member for Nel-
son aiming to tell us they were doing? He
said Mr. Joseph met him and told him there
were deposits of alunite at Lake Campion
which could he developed to produce potash
and sulphur. Does that justify anyone in
seéking a financial interest in the industry
when it is being developed entirely by the
(Government, with the assistance of three
other men who have playved a vital prac-
tical part in making its development poss-
ible? If T had held leases for two vears and
ascertained what the Mines Department, the

Does that apply to
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University and the C.8.1.R. had done, would
I be entitled to a finaneial interest in the
industry when other men and organisations
had been entirely and completely respon-
sible for the acinal and practical develop-
ment of the industry?

Mr. J. H. Smith: But you will not deny
that these men wrote to you before the Mar-
tin brothers came into it?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMEKNT: I will deny it, and
strongly.

Mr. J, H. Smith: They say the opposite.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMEXRT: 1 do not agree with
what they say. The member for Nelson re-
ferred to a letter which one of the Duan's
wrote to me on the 16th April, 1941. The
Martin brothers approached the Department
of Industrial Development at least 12
months before that date. Early in 1940 the
syndieate, of which the Martin brothers
were the main members in a working sense,
had made all necessary arrangements with
the University of Western Australia to have
their own findings and experiments and re-
search results checked.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That was after those
people wrote to you.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: After which people
wrote?

Mr. J. H. Smith: Joseph and the Dunns.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMEXT: It was not. As a mat-
ter of fact the member for Nelson read a
copy of a letter which one of the Dunns
is supposed to have written to me on the
14th April, 1941. If members will eare-
fully study the memorandum they will sec
that arrangements were made by the syn-
dieate with the University in April of 1940,
12 months earlier, to carry out all necessary
tests and research work that was required
to find out for certain whether the smaller
tosts and the lesser research work done by
Martin brothers were along the right lines.

Mr. Patrick: Of eourse the main trouble
is how to treat the stuff,

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Exactly; and the Dunn
brothers and Mr. Joseph became interested
in it 12 months later, when the University
tests had been completed and successful
methods of treatment evolved.

Mr. Marshall: Who evolved them, any-
how?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: They were evolved, in
the beginning, on a small seale by the
Martin brothers, and later sent to the Uni-
versity for the eclosest possible check and
analysis and further testing; and the Gov-
ernment supplied the TUniversity with a
pilot plant in order that the research work
and the tests might be carried out to the last
degrec of certaiuty, and that the treatment
methods might be proved beyond any douht,

Hon. N. Keenan: What was the research
work carried on by the Martin brothers!

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: It covered possible
ireatment methods, which they had worked
out on a laboratory-seale plant.

Hon. N, Keenan: They had a plant?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: They had access lo a
plant, So if the member for Nedlands
thought the Martin brothers had doene no
technical work at all in regard to treatment
processes, he was quite wrong because they
in fact did highly valuable work. I am
very sorry this afternoon to have heard in
this Chamber attempts to depreciate the
great value of the work done by these two
hoys. They are two Western Australian
lads, and they have been tremendously keen
o get this industry established. They worked
night and day for three years, and I con-
sider they are entitled to all the encourage-
ment that Parliament is in a position to
zive to them. I was partieularly careful in
the nepotiations we had with the syndicate
1o sec that the interests of those boys and
the interests of Mr. Norwood were pro-
teeted, over and ahove the general interests
of the syndicate. That is why to the Martin
brothers and Mr. Norwood were given more
shares than were offered to the other members
of the svndicate. The two Martin brothers
and Mr. Norwood were the working members
nf the syndicate, Therefore from the aspect
of developing the industry, or making its
dovelopment possible, they were the valu-
able members of the svndicate. The other
moembers of the syndicate were the finaneial
members.

Mr. Marshall: Speculators!

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The term could he used.
And =0 the Government in its negotiations
with the svndicate, over and above the syn-
dicate as a whole, set aside a certain interest
in which the Martins and Norwood would
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share. Because of the magnificent work
done by the Martins and Norwood we agreed
that they should receive & special additional
interest in the industry. To that we have
stood up right through. It would be one
of the greatest disappointmenis of my life
if these boys should be deprived of an in-
terest to which they are absolutely entitled.
What are they getting out of it allf Up
to date they have not received a farthing.
And they will not receive a farthing out of
this industry unless it succeeds. But if it
sneceeds, they will get a share of the sue-
cess in accordanee with the proportion of
the number of shares they hold to the total
number of shares held by the Government
and them together. Anyone would think
that the Government was handing the Mar-
tin brothers and My. Norwood handsome
cheques which they could cash and make
merry with tomorrow.

Hon. N. Keenan: You know theat yon
fixed the price of the shares when yon
bought out the syndicate?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Yes.

Hon. N. Keenan: That fixed the price.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Yes, but the Martin
brothers and Norwood eannot go ount to-
morrow and sell their shares. They are
bound to remain in this industry for at
least 10 yeavs— ahsolutely bound to do that.

Mr. Sampson: They might work and get
nothing.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : They will be paid for
the work they do as officers in the indus-
try; but in respeet of all the work they did
prior to being cmployed at Lake Campion,
they might finish up by getting nothing
for it.

Mr, J. H, Smith: Are they sure of their
positions ?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Only if the industry
suceeeds. Their services conld be dispensed
with by a week’s notice. They have not
any azreement or eontract with the Govern-
ment in respect of their employment.

Mr. 4. H. Smith: But surely they would
goet some eompensation!

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Not a farthing!

Mr, J. H. Smith: That would not be fair.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I do not know whether
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it would be fair or not. It is the agree-
ment. The DMartin brothers and Norwoed
are so wrapped up in the development of
the industry, so keen to see it developed for
Western Australia’s sake, that they are pre-
pared to fake a risk about whether they
ever get anything out of the industry be-
vond the salaries they receive for the ser-
vices they give. They have worked hard
and capably and ecffectively. The Parlia.
ment and the people of Western Australia
are indebted to these young men for the
work they have done and for the manney in
which they have dome it. I consider that
probably the Government and the State are
fortunate to have them in the industry upon
the basis on which they have entered it. T
am positive we are extremely fortunate to
have the benefit of their services as em-
ployees of the industry. The Government
has made, I think, a very good agreement
in this matter. I am not complaining that
the Government is not well placed in respeet
of the agreement. I believe it is. It is en-
titled to be. Therefore I say that in all
the eircumstances the Bill now before the
House, which contains the agrecment made
by the Government with these men, is one
that warrants the full support of cvery
member of hoth Houses of this Parliament.

Tt was suggested that we ought to have
broaght the agreement here for considera-
tion before it was finalised and signed; but
I think most members will agree that had
we brought any agreement—not necessarily
this one—here for consideration and de-
eision before it was finalised and signed,
there probably would never have been any
agrecement finalised and signed. TInstead of
being able to say this afternoon that this
industry will be in production in Mareh of
next year, it probably never would be in
production if production depended upon a
proposed agrecement being brought here and
approved by hoth Honses of Parliament. Ty
might have been possible to induce Parlia-
ment to approve of a proposed agreement,
hut T am eertain that when that agreement
eame to be taken to the parties for signa-
tore they would say, “Go to the devil” So
the whole matter would have dragged on
hopelessly month after month and vear after
year, without one pennyworth of work he-
ing done where we want work to be done,
namely, at Lake Campion itself. T regret
there has been as much delay as thers hay
heen. It has taken a little more than theee
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years of hard strugegling apd striving to
reach the position we have attained today.
We have had to meet difficulties, troubles
and discouragement. I have not told the
House all ahout those trombles, hut they
have been great in number and execcedingly
varied and difficult in character. T tuink
we are fortunate to be in the position we
are in at the moment, and I trust the Honse
will unanimously agree to the second resad-
ing and also pass the Bill through all its
stages.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a sceond time.

In Commiltee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Industrial Development in charge of the
Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Approval and ratifieation:

Mr. MeDONALD: I regret I was wn-
avoidably prevented from being present ex-
cept towards the end of the Minister’s
speech. 1 desire to refer to something which
he =aid and which I think ounght not to pass
without some comment, and that is the sug-
gestion that the only way—I use his words
—was for the agreement to be made first
and then prescnted to the House for en-
dorsement. In other words, the agreement
should be made first and then the House
should be presented with what is ealled a
fait accompli. I am not saying that in the
present ecircumstances, in view of the war
and the demand for these chemicals, the
Minister would not be justified in making
the agreement first and then referring it to
Parliament; but I say emphaticalty that I
regard it as a most dangerous principle that
any Government should consider itself en-
titled to make agreements dealing with an
important asset of the State without refer-
ence to Parliament. A provision counld be in.
serted in the agreement that it is subjeet
to the ratification of Parliament, and that
normally would be the proper course to
take: all partics would then understand that
the apreement would have no hinding force
until the approval of Parliament had been
obtained. But, if my memory zerves me
correctly, there is no such clanse in this
agreement. Nor am I prepared to aceept
the proposition that an agreement should
never be made, or conld be made only with
the ntmost difficulty and delay, if referred
to Parliament hefore it is made.

[ASSEMBLY.]

If the subject-matter of the agreement is
one in the interests of the State, the mem-
hers of this House and of another place
are suofficiently responsible to take the view
that it should be made, and they are suffi.
ciently responsible to abstain from any ob-
jections which are not warranted by the
subject matter of the agreement, As I say.
I do not object to this agreement having
been made as it has been made, in advance
of approval by Parliament. But eireum.
stances are entirely ahnormal. Speed is the
cssenee of the contraet in the struggle in
which we are engaged. Bat as a prineiple
I wish to say definitely that Parliamen
should not he agreeable to the making of
agreements of a major character involving
an important asset of the State in such g
way as to hind the Crown before Parliameni
has an opportunity to express an opinior
on them, If we were to take any other
view of the matter, we would bhe doing ar
injustice to ourselves as memhers of thi:
Chamber, and our action would greaty dis
credit us in the eves of the public as wel
as in our own estimation.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAIL
DEVELOPMENT : I have but little to say
What the member for West Perth said majy
have proper application to certain classe:
of agreements, but not to this agreement
The circumstances surrounding the situatior
when this agreement was being drawn wer
changing from day to day and week tc
week. If any proposed agreement in respee
of this measure had had to he brought tc
Parliament, it would have been debated her
for at least a month or longer, on accoun
of the importance of the industry involved
By the time Parliament had completed it:
consideration of the agreement, eireum
stances iight have changed completely, a
they did on more than one oceasion dur
ing the 12 months or so while thes
negotiations were heing conduected.

My, J. H. Smith: Has Mr. Norwond re
ceived any cash in respect of his share 1
the partnership?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAI
DEVELOPMENT: No. Mr. Norwood is :
partner with the Government. He receivec
23 shares out of a total of 420 shares, bu
no monetary payment of any kind has heer
made to him,

Clause put and passed.

Schedule, Preamble, Title—agreed to.
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Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted,

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Counecil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1942-43,
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 10th Novem-
ber; Mr. Marshall in the Chair.

Vote—Agriculture, £34,370 (partly con-
sidered) :

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore) [5.20]:
When introducing these Estimates, the Min-
ister expressed a great deal of concern about
the ravages of what we assume to be swine
fever. I have not yet seen any reference to
this disease being under econtrol, though
something may have appeared in the Press
without my having noticed it. The Minis-
ter said the incubation period was 14 days,
and that if no fresh cases occurred after
that period, we were to assome that the un-
fortunate visitation had passed. I hope the
Minister will give us an assuranee to that
effect.  Another serions problem that the
Minister has to face is the manpower prob-
lem. I have spoken about that on several
oceasions and drawn attention to the fact
that, with the advent of Japan into the war,
we indulged in what might easily be ealled a
form of paniec recruitment. We went silly
and said that cverybody must become a sol
dier.

Now, we are all agreed that we mnst have
an Armny but, in a country with a small
population like ours, surely we must have a
proper halance. That would apply in any
couniry. We cannot make every one of our
seven million people & soldier, nor can we
make all the men of military age soldiers,
beeause there is something more in the foun-
dation and construction of an army than
the actual soldiers. Those men have to be
fed, clothed and equipped, and it behoves
us to wake up to that realisation and face
up fo it, and see that nothing in the nature
of unbalanced recruiting by the Army pre-
judices the very organisation for which the
reeraifments are made. If our eivil organisa-
tion is not so built that the Army can be
provided with the things I have mentioned,
namely equipment and food, very soon we
shall have no Army at all. It is incumbent
upon us to realise the position and deal
effectively with it.
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I am not eriticising the Minister, who has
all my sympathy. He cannot do very much
about it; in fact, he can probably do no
more than I; that is, stand up and shout,
and hope that the winds will waft our advice
to the ears of those who should take it. As
I have said, we all realise that there must
be an Army, but what we are asking for is
a balanced Army; one so organised that the
personnel will be the most efficient we can
produce. That cannot be done by dragging
everybody away from primary or secondary
industry and saying, “You are a soldier,” or
by taking away from industry those men who
might be described as generals of industry
and puiting them in the Army as privates.
That is not commonsense. I think everybody
knows that I was mixed up with the question
of obtaining lahour for shearing.

We had the uitmost difficulty in securing
the necessary shearers, and miles of red tape
had to be eut through to cnable uvs to get
them. However, the job was done, and for
the most part shearing has been completed
and the wool is on its way down. That is a
great achievement. When the problem was
first facedl by the department, it seemed that
we were in Queer-sireet indeed. There was
no labour anywhere. Actually, about 800
men were released from the Army for this
work. Now the question arises: What are
we going to do about next year? Those men
have gone back to the Army, and should
that Army move from Western Australia
to some other part of the Commonwealth or
abroad, this State will completely lose the
trained and experienced shearers whose ser-
vices we were able to utilise last year. I
believe—and I hope the Minister does too—
that we should make every effort to get from
the Army the permanent release of bona fide
and experienced shearers, so that that posi-
tion eannot arise next year.

It is a most important point beeause, if
they are gone next year, no shearing will be
possible. I hope the Minister will take up
the matter with the Federal authority, and I
hope that the Minister for the Army will
listen and be guided in that direction. If we
took those men permanently from the Army,
or even if they were placed in a battalion
from which we eould draw them when neces-
sary, it would be found, T think, that thev
wonld be employed continuously throughout
the vear. There might be one month during
which there would be a slack period, but I
do not think the shearers wounld complain
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about that after 11 months of shearing and
moving about the State. In no ease where
a soldier is temporarily released should he
suffer any penaliy because of such a release.
We should see to it that any man who is
released for temporary employment in the
country should at least receive all the bene-
fits of deferred pay, nor should he be put to
any cxXpense in the transitional stage, in
passing from the Army to the job. The
Army being what it is, that transitional
period is a matter of a day or two, and as
far as I ean gather these men are nohody's
haby in that period.

Wheat-carting and harvesting for the
coming season is in much the same case as
sheaving. Labour is short. Fortonately we
are given to understand that hay-earting has
been accomplished without any very definite
appeal to the Army. In faet, I think the
Army said it was not going to let us have
any more men for that purpose. But the
larger problem is at hand, namely the ques-
tion of the harvest, more particularly the
carting of the product from farms to sidings.
It is no use asking men to make that
carting by motive power which is de-
rived

from gas-production. We are as-
sured that they will need three trucks
on produeer-gas to do the joh that

twe petrol-driven trucks would accemplish.
In faet the information I have received
from the ccuntry on this sabject is not an
advertisement for prodacer-gas.

Several men have actually said that they
will not undertake any carting contraets if
they must do it on producer-gas. It there-
fore hehoves us to realise that if we want
the wheat to go inte the sidings in a reason-
able time, petrol must he provided for the
purpnse, whether these men have gas-pro-
ducers or not. T understand that the
Liquid Fnel Board is not hostile to that
suggestion. My exporience of Mr. Millen
is (hat he has slways done what he pos-
sitly ean for the man on the land, and I
think he will this time. But that does not
prevent me from saying that trucks must
he made available, properly equipped, to
do this jnb of wheat-ecarting tn a reason-
able time. Tt is regrettable that one must
be forerd to the eonclusion that producer-
gas is so infertor that it will not drag these
loads across a sandy or any ather type of
paddock. If we nced the wheat, and 1
assume we do—wre would not otherwise
have allowed the farmers to plani it—then

[ASSEMBLY.]

we must pay due regard to the important
questions of motor power and liquid fuel.

The next point in which I am interested
is this new land army being formed from
our womenfolk. I hope we will not make
the same mistake with the women available
in this eountry that we did with the men.
I trust that the glamour of the advertise-
ments being put over will not encourage all
the young people to leave destitute their
mothers in the eountry with the obligation of
earrying out alone the domestic duties which
have fallen upon them in conneetion with
farm life. In the case of soldier reeruit-
ments, we have the sorry spectacle of all
the young and fit men being taken away
from the farms, and from the industries in
the metropolitan area, too, for that matter,
and bundled into the Army. If we are go-
ing to do the same thing with these women
and say, ‘‘Come into this wonderful Army
where you will wear a wonderful wniform
and have a wonderfu! time, and leave all
the elderly people to the duties you have
done previously,’’ then we are going to
do a grave disservice rather than assist the
war effort.

I am in favour of the land army. I know
hundreds of jobs that women can do, I
know many super-capable women as far as
farms are concerned; women who ean do
almost any job that a man can do, and I
hone that any prejudiee which farmers may
feel towards women in the land army will
he dispelled and that their usefulness will
Ite extended beyond the picking of apples,
fohaeco. and sueh like. With regard to
the reeruitment of women for the land
army, I noticed in the Press the other day
that 2 magnanimous Government in its in-
tenxe wisdom was prepared to rednce the
cost of the medieal rxamination which these
voung ladies must undergo to qualify for
admission. T found on inquiry that what
that advertisement stated was perfeetly
true——that these women were expected to
go hefore a doetor and pay him a fee. The
magnanimity of the Government was such
that it was prepared, throngh arrangements
with the medical fraternitv, to have the
eost of the medieal examination reduced
to 2s. 6d. That is the lousiest thing
I have ever heard! The Government got
thiz medical cost reduced to 2s. 6d., and
then said to these women, “Come into a
unit that will he prettv hard and not too
ropular, and pay your own medical fee.”’
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Why, in the name of Heaven, should not
the Government have paid that 2s. 6d.7
What does it mean to the Government?
These are the rotten silly things that we
do, and yet we brag about our patriotism and
our war effort, but at the same time ask
these girls to pay 2s. 6d. in these eircum-
stances!

I am ashamed to adwmit that that is be-
ing done in this State or in Australia!
That is a stupidly wicked and heinous
thing. T hope the matter is dealt with. If
one of my daughters happened to be eligible
for this organisation and was asked to pay
2%, 6id., T wonld not let her go into it, eom-
pulsion or otherwise. YWhat does 2s. Gd.
meah to a (fovernmeni capable of taking
money, as this one does, for war purposes
as [ast as a conjuror produces rabbits from
a hat? 1t seems that here is something else
imposed on the primary producers. Why
do not the girls who join the R.AAF. or
the ALW.ALS, have to pay 2s. 6d.7 Why
pick ount these people? The farmers are
asked to co-operate and we are prepared
to do so, bnt when one turng round and
sees this form of eo-operation from the
Government it is—

Mr. Needham: It is exasperating.

Mr. BERRY: It is damned nonsense! I
{rust the matter will he looked into, Every
time we do anything we form a new com-
mittee. I often wonder whether we will
not eventually reach the stage when there
will be no workers, but everyone sitting on
some committee or another. It was decided
a little while ago, very wisely, that we
should aim at a production goal as far as
primary industries arve concerned. That
shonld have heen done ages ago. It is no
use producing anything that is not needed,
but it is & great deal of use, seeing that
the manpower iz available and properly
available—not the round-the-cormer women
iden—to produce those goods which are
essential and necessary for the prosecntion
of the war. In conneection with the idea of
production goals, we were to have estab-
lished in the country a series of war apri-
cultural committees. They should have been
established months ago. A few have been
formed, but many are still to come into
existence.

That secms to be another great failing;
we are always going to do tomorrow with
a great deal of difficulty what we could
have done with ease today. I hope the Min-
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ister will tell ns something about these war
committees because I think that we are
going to obtain from them a lot of data,
detail, information and help which will re-
flect to the eredit of the primary industries.
My impression is that they are not in exist-
enece yet, at any rate not in numbers snffi-
cient to make their presence felt.  The
Press announces that 12 committees have
been appointed and I have been informed
that seven are in existence, and so I can-
not say what has been done. I hope the
Minister will take this matter in band.

The question of pay for rural workers is
an important cne. Tf ever there was any
room for complaint of lack of interest in
our primary industries, I think it has been
dispelled in the last 12 months. 'We recog-
nise that Japan has thrown out a challenge
to us to feed ourselves or starve. So far
the farmers have answered that challenge
very well indeed; in faect they have dome
the best that it was possible for them to do.
The Department of Agriculture and the
Commonwealth Parliament have awakened
to the need for increased production, and
we have a Seully scheme which is to guar-
antee 4s. a bushel for wheat on a bagged
basis, and other things have heen done all
indieating that we are awakening to the
need for answering the challenge.  Then
there was appointed, in collaboration with
the Australian Wheatgrowers’ Federation, a
eommittec to deal with rates of pay for agri-
caltural workers during the period of the
harvest. I believe there is hardly one farmer
in Western Australia who iz in the least
opposed to the granting of fair and proper
remunerafion te the farm labourer, I am
tonvinced there is no farmer in Western
Australia who would not be prepared to
provide the farm lshourer with the best of
accommodation were he able to do so, But
the farmers will read the determination of
the committee with considerable alerm. Tt
came into force on the 9th November and
provided for the following rates—

Stack-builders, 3s. 3d, per hour with keep.

Drivers of binder, header, harvester, and

tractor, 2s. 9d. per hour with keep.

Sheaf pitehers, stookers, platform hands;

bag sewers for stacking, bag sewers,

skewer for silo and all others, 2s. 3d. per
hour with keep.

These high rates of pay have been fixed
for an industry that cannot pay them. Those
wages cannot be paid by the agriculturists
under the conditions existing today. The
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agriculturists of Australia and probably
throughout the world are in a state of in-
solveney, or perhaps at best semi-insolveney.
Our farmers are beginning to say that the
Scully scheme, which they were prepared
to support, was introduced only with a view
to transferring the value of the seheme
back to labour. That ig going to be a hard
contention to answer. I happen to know
that Mr. Secully, the aceredited author of
the Scully scheme, is not responsible for
this wage fixation.

Mr. W. Hegney: Would not those men
be skilled workers?

Mr. BERRY: Unless the farmers have
the money with which to pay, they cannot
pay. I am not asking this Chambher to
pronounce against those rates; I am asking
that the rates remain, but that something
conerete he done for the farmers in order
that they might be able to pay those rates
and have something for themselves. Under
existing conditions there are certain farmers
on the Agricultural Bank whe are receiv-
ing approximately 30s a week, and under
this scheme they are to be asked to pay to
their tractor-drivers, bag-sewers, platform-
hands and other labour amounts totalling
more than £12 a week.

Mr. Seward: No!

Mr. BERRY: Yes! Those men are to
work 43 hours a week., The hon. member
should reekon it ont for himself, as I have
done. The wages come to £10/15/ a week
and £1 5« a week for keep. Yot farmers
on 30s a week are asked to pav the fellows
who take off the produce £12 a week.

Mr. Hughes: That must be the new order.

Mr. BERRY: The industry cannot pay
it. Still, the farmers wonld be prepared
to pay it if the whele problem was tackled
correctly. Why not get at this problem
through the interest bill? I have oecupied
a seat in this Chamber for quite a time and
have frequently urged that this problem be
tackled. That is the only way. The farmers
are willing to pay these wages, but they
themselves also want wages.

Mr. W. Hegney: How long would the
harvest last and those rates have to he
paid?

Mr. BERRY: The farmer must he as-
sured that he will have sufficient money to
pay those rates. We must not expeet the
bankers (o pay them because they will
merely charge the amounts up to the far-
mers with added interest.

[ASBEMBLY.]

Mr. Fox: Does the harvest extend over
a period of more than a month?

Mr. BERRY: Yes; it extends over six or
eight weeks,

Mr. W. Hegney: Those rates apply only
while the men are working on the harvest.

My, BERRY: This determination, 1
understand, spplies only {fo seasonal
labour.

My. Seward: No, to permanent hands as
well.

Several members interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member will address the Chair and mem-
bers will refrain from iaterjecting, as in-
terjections are highly disorderly.

Mr. BERRY: After reading the deter-
mination very carefully, I understand that
it does not apply to permanent farm hands,
If a man is a permanent hand and works
thronghout the year without touching the
harvest, he remains on his permanent pay.

My. Patrick: What if he touches the har-
vest?

Mr. BERRY: If he undertakes bag-sew-
ing or other subsidiary work, he imme-
diately comes under these rates. What I
am endeavouring to do is to get a proper
halance hetween the farmer and the farm-
labourer. Up to date we have had capital
fighting labour, and labour getting the worst
of it and then awaiting the opportunity to
hit back at eapital. Where are we all get-
ting to? Labour is hitting back all over the
place. We are now having the same trouble
as last year. We are not capitalists, al-
though unfortunately Lahourites think we
are.

Mr. J. Hegney: What is the weekly rate?
Mr. BERRY: About £3 per week.
Mr. Patrick: About £4.

Mr. BERRY: If employees find them-
selves in keep, they are to be allowed 26s.
fi. per week. Yet when we look into the
question of income tax, we find that the rate
allowed there for our keep in 15s. per week.
Perhaps I have the bull by the wrong foot,
but that does seem to me the amount of the
allowance. 1 am allowed 15s. a week for
keep, but I have to pay my farm hand 23s.
a week for his keep. That is one of the
funny things one comes across. I hope
the fact will be realised. For my part, I
am convinced &s to these wages and am in
agreement with them, and I know that all
the farmers will pay the wages if they can.
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But for Heaven’s sake, find the means to
enable the farmers to pay!

There was an exclamation here a little
while ago, on my left, that we farmers were
going to receive a great deal more under the
Scully scheme; but that scheme is hardly
likely to affect labour to any extent. The
scheme is one of the clever forms of intense
closer settlement. It says, “We will give
you £600 approximately for 3,000 bushels
of wheat,” which is one man’s job on one
holding, providing he does the work him-
self. And one man can do it. So that any
benefits the Seully scheme may bring in the
way of revenue—and I am prepared to ad-
mit it brings benefits—wounld be lost to the
man who has to employ labour. He would
be no better off. There is no point in any
scheme or any system so long as the debt
system remains. Labour cannot secure a
just reward for what it does in those ecir-
eumstances, and farmers cannot pay them
adequately. I do hope something can be
done to remedy the sitwation, My mind is
perfectly at rest with the inerease for the
farmer. England has agreed to give her
farm labourers something more, but tihe
English farmer is in a better position than
the Australian farmer. We Australian far-
mers mnust be put in a better position in
order that we may bring comfort to other
people. We also want comfort for our-
selves.

We are all much concerned about the mat.
ter of exploitation of shearing rates this
year. That also i1s a trouble to be tackled.
I have endeavoured to tackle it, but nobody
seems very interested in it. The position
which arose this year was one whereby a
man with a shearing plant was able to black-
market the price of shearing. And he did
it. He would be on his way to one farmer
when another farmer would stop him and
promise to give him 5s. per hundred extra.

Mr. J. Hegney: Are such things brought
to the notice of the Prices Fixing Commis-
sioner ?

Mr. BERRY : Yes. Exactly the same thing
takes place with regard to labour. We far-
mers are prepared to pay a reasonable price
for our shearing. I do not think anyone with
sheep today loses sight of the fact that be-
cause of enhanced cost we have obtained a
rise in the priee of wool. We know, too,
that enhanced cost against us goes equally
against the shearer. We are prepared to
take a balanced view of the matter. Had
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the price been fixed at between 46s. and 50s.
per hundred in the agricultural areas, a
great service would have been done to all
these men.

Mr. Mann: The farmer cannot pay 50s.
anyhow!

Mr. BERRY: The matter may be adjusted
better next year. If not, we shall have the
same bother. The hire of a shearing plant

is worthk 10s. per 100 sheep. The award
rate for shearing is 36s. 3d. That makes
a total of 46s. 3d. per hundred. And the

farmer keeps these men. From the wages
declaration we know that the men are
getting 26s. per week additional for
keep. If the itinerant shearer Ctravelling
with a two or threestand plant xe-
ceives a maximum of 50s., he is handsomely
treated by the farmer. I believe the majority
of farmers would even agree to that rate, in
spite of the member for Beverley saying,
“No.” Today I went on a deputation to the
Prices Fixing Commissioner on this point.
Members of the deputation said, “We are
prepared to pay the award rate plus 10s.
for hire of machinery, and throw the tucker
in as well.”

The thing to do is to fix these prices in
such a way that we can take men out fairly
and honestly to get a decent return in pro-
portion to what the farmer reeeives. I have
always wanted to see proper dealings hotween
capital and labour, instead of this trouble
we have had for years, the capitalist being-
eonsidered a dirty jobber and the lahonrer
regarded as something to be ground down.
0Oddly enough, in Malaya we got much nearer
to a bhalance in these matters than we have
ever got in Aunstralia. 'We brought young
fellows out from ¥England for agrieulture at
a certain salary, and at the end of the vear
they were paid bonuses. Cheques for £400
and £600 were paid to them at the end of the
year. Of course in the higher grades the
pay was higger still.

Mr. J. Hegney: What did the lahourers
get?

Mr., BERRY: Native labourers got well
paid also. No native labourer on my pro-
perty would walk 200 yards. Iec always
drove in a taxt. That is = statement T make
here, and am prepared to make anywhere
else; but of eourse I cannot get to Malaya
just now. The downtrodden native lahourer
there was a jolly sight better off than is the
labourer in this country. A tremendons
asset was lost in Malaya. T under-
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stand  that the Minister is interested in
farming some form of rubber whieh will
grow in this eountry, and I trust his efforts
will prove successful. The ordinary rubber
of Malaya will never be grown in Western
Anstralia, except perhaps at Carnarvon.
TUnder irrigation 1 have seen it grown in
Cairns, and there it was very well-developed
indeed; but that conld not he done in thix
State.

There is only one other item to which T
wish to refer, and T apologise for having
taken up so much time. We have done re-
markably well in flax-growing, and the Min-
jster is to be congratulated on his efforts
in this connection. I understood him to say
that 10,000 acres had been planted this year.
Some doubt was expressed as to what the
value of the industry would be after the war.
These doubts counld he dispelled, I nnder-
stand, to a great extent if the fullest possible
use were made of all the by-produets whieh
come from the retting of this fibre. I believe
in Victoria these by-products are receiving
great attention. A few days ago T reeeived
a letter from an extraordinary man, whose
name is unpronounceable. If I may, T will
read the letter beeause I consider it is a good
one. The writer says:—

The report of the Flax-growing Commission
makes interesting reading. If, in a new flax
country like Western Australia, 10,000 acres
have yielded 17,000 tons of flaxen straw and
thia, on retting and scutching, lLas returned
1,000 tons of fine flax fibre—the raw material
of the ¢‘fine linen'' of Christ's parable of
Dives and Lazarus—the experiment is indeed a
credit to all concerned, But, alas, there is a sting
in its tail. To make flax-growing pay in nor-
mal times, the trash as well as the fine fibre
hasg to be used, because 13-16ths of the stalk is
always trash, No provision appears to have
been made in Western Australia for utilising
this trash, but such provision has been made
in Vietoria, where 40,000 acres have been
planted. Flaxen trash ia far too bulky to he
‘hauled long distances to be treated, so a plant
close to the flax fields and ret plant is neces-
sary. Tt is graded in a grader and treafed
with potash, then some of it ean be spun and
woven into sacks and string. In Bible days,
jute was too costly in Palestine to use for
sack-making, so sackeloth was always made of
flaxen trash treated with wet wood ashes,
hence, ‘‘sackeloth and ashes.’’

The Minister for Agriculture:
trash, too!

AMr. BERRY: That may be, bat this man
happens to know something about the sub-
ject. His letter continues—

Another grade of flaxen trash ia still uged
to mix with jute to make sacking. Another

Henee
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again is used to mix with tar and piteh for
caulking ships, and for an armouring when
making plaster-boards of caleium sulphate,
Yet another grade is used when treated with
hydrochloric acid for making the grade of
aleohol used for synthetic rubber production,
and so0 on.

Of course, we know nothing about synthetie
rubber production! The letter continnes—

But my point is it must be used and mot

wasted, otherwise the Western Australian area
will go out of cuilivation when peace comes,
chased out of the market by Vietoria and
other countries which utilise both the sindon
(fine flax fibre) and also the trash. This mat-
ter needs attending to by farmera’ associations,
Moreover, 1,000 tons of fine flaxen fibre would
comfortably keep going a small linen mill
capalle of supplying Western Australia’s
peace-time needs in linen goods. In a white-
labour country, linen (since flax can be machine
handled) shounld be cheaper than eotton, which
needs to be hand-picked.
That may be trash, but when a man comes
forward with something in his mind which
is not in ours, it is not necessarily nonsen-
gieal! In other words, if we do not under-
stand and a man is cleverer than we are,
we are prone to say he is a fool. I hope the
letter will recommend itself to the considera-
tion of the department concerned.

MR. FOX (Soulh Fremantle): I was very
interested in the speech of the member for
lrwin-Moore, particalarly in his remarks
with rvegard to the wages proposed to be
paid to fayrm labourers. That is something
out of the common, but we have to remem-
ber that farming is a seasonal oceupation.

Mr. Doney: Sinee when?

Mr. FOX: I mean that harvesting is a
seasonal occupation. It does not last very
long, and econsequently the men must be
paid the high rate of wages quoted by the
member for Irwin-Moore beeausze they are
soon out of employment. The high rate of
wages is Decessary to give the men an oppor-
tunity to secure a fair standard of living
throughont the whole year. Those wages
would not be paid, however, except in war-
time. Members representing farming elec-
torates have complained that the farmer is
unable to pay wages. I lived in one of the
richest farming districts in Vietoria.

Mr, Seward: Give us your cost of pro-
duetion.

My. FOX: The farmers there were never
anxious to pay high wages; they were always
the apostles of low wages. One ecase I
remember vividly. There was a rich farmer
in that district: when he died he must have
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left nearly £50,000. He required a man to
do a weel’s work cutting seed potatoes and
offered as wages 17s. Gd. per week and keep.
The man applying hung out for £1 a week
and his keep, but bhe did not get the job.
The farmer saved the 2s. 6d. a week, That
was the type of farmer in my young days.
I am not contending at present that farmers
generally are able to pay high wages, but
I agree with the member for Irwin-Moore
that a farm labourer should receive adequate
wages, also that farmers should receive an
adequate price for their product in order to
enable them to pay such wages. Every
member of the House will agree to that.

With regard to our potaio ¢rop, the mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington was much con-
cerned as to how it should be dug out. We
are all greatly concerned about that, I am
wondering whether the growers conecerned
are doing as much as they should do.
Reeently, when I was in Victoria I saw a
crop the owner of which said would average
17 tons to the acre and he was paying 2s. 6d.
per bag for digging the crop out. Other
growers were paying 3s. a bag, and the
digging was mostly done by men from 50
to 60 and up to 70 years of age. They
were doing the work remarkably well.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Our average is better
than Victoria’s.

Mr. FOX: I question whether it is better
than that of the distriet about which T am
speaking. The land is extremely fertile and
the production very high. Crops are
usnally big ones. The prices I quoted were
paid for digging from 16 to 20 and up to
25 hags per day. 1 do not know whether
our farmers are prepared to pay more for
digging, in view of the priee thcy are re-
ceiving for the potatoes. They might be
able to induce townspeople to take up this
digging work if they offered better pay.
They would have a reasonahle chance of
securing additional labour if they did so. 1
notice that many conscientious objectors are
being sent to prison. That is not the proper
place to send them. They should be pre-
pared to do some work. TIf they are to
enjoy the advantages which will acerne to
Australia from the efforts of our fighting
services, they should he prepared to do some-
thing in return,

Mr. Mann: How would you make them
work?

Mr. FOX: I do not know whether they
have been asked to do this work. I com-
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mend the suggestion to the Minister; perbaps.
he may be able to induce some of them to
undertake the work.

With the Minister, I much regret that
swine fever has broken out in the metro-
politan area, T believe it has spread to some
country districts. I do not know how wide-
spread it is, but I know that in the district
I represent there are many piggeries and
the disease has been very severe there.
One man, who had 175 pigs, lost all but 30
in a very short time. That man botled every
particle of food that came on to the farm,
yet his pigs got the disease. Another man
who did not boil any of his food lost ne
pigs until about four or five days ago when
the disease made itself evident at his farm.
He said he believes that the germs were
carried by a dog that regularly visited his
place to pick up a bone. He did not get
any swill from the places from which other
people secured it, hut got some from the
camps. I congratulate the department on
the prompt action it took to wipe out the
disease. I feel sure that if that action had
not been taken the disease would have spread
more than it has done.

If it is necessary to kill all the pigs in
a distriet in order to stamp out the disease
it is up to the Government to introduce a
Bill to give compensation to those people
who ave deprived of their industvy. 1t the
disease is not stamped out it might spread
over the whole of Western Australia and deo
inealeulable damage to the entire industry,
which has been built up considerably over
the last few years, In the district T repre-
sent there is often £100,000 worth of bacon in
a freezer. In America when this disease
breaks out the pig-owner has the option of
endeavouring to save as many of the pigs
as he possibly can. TIf that privilege—if it
can be called a privilege—is tuken from the
pig-owner in Western Australia, the Gov-
ernment should be prepared to pay for any
loss incurred in wiping out the whole of
the pigs. I understand that when the dis-
case appeared on some of the farms, the-
farmers were given the option of shipping
away the pigs that were not infected, hut
those animals were sold at ahout half the
price for which they would have been sold
had the disease not been present. That was
because they had to bhe put through a pro-
cess where the heat was excessive and wounld
kill any germ that might be present,
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Pigs are inspected before they are killed
and if anything is wrong they are destroyed,
put into a digester and used for manure.
Some of the pig-owners in my district com-
plain of the practice that takes place at the
Midland Junction markets. They state that
when the auctioneer is putting up pigs they
are never told who are the owners, and they
consider that is wrong., Some unserupulous
gellers when they see a pig sick endeavour
to get rid of it on the market as soon as
possible, unmindful of the nature of the dis-
ease it might have.

[Mr. J. Hegney took the Chair.]

The Minister for Agriculture: I would
say some foolish producers, too.

My, FOX: They may be foolish, but that
is what is done. One owner told me that
he bought some pigs a couple of years ago
which had some disease, and he lost £300
worth of pigs straight away.

Mr. Mann: How long ago was that?

Mr. FOX: Eighteen months ago or two
years; it might be a little more. He bought
themm at Midland Junction markets and
ascribes the introduction of the disease into
his piggery to the fact that he bought there
a pig suffering from the disease. He has
mot honght a pig there sinee.

The Minister for Agriculture: That was
mnot swine fever.

AMr. FOX: It might not have been; but
just the same it wiped out the whole of
his pigs. 1 was pleased o hear the Minister
say he would introduece a Bill to provide
compensation for those whose pigs experi-
enced swine fever, and perhaps other
diseases as well. When the Bill is bronght
down I hope it will include a clause that
will provide for compensation for this ount-
‘break as well as for future outbreaks. The
damage to the individual is far beyond the
actual price of the pigs lost, for he is de-
prived of his living as well. A statutory
compensation scheme should include a eon-
tribution to a fund by the Government in
addition to the money collected from the
farmers by way of levy, I suggest that the
Minister introduce a Bill to provide com-
pensation for all diseases likely to cause
loss of the whole earecase, and not econfine
it to swine fever. A limit could be placed
on the value to be paid for individual
pigs. To minimise risk it should be pro-
vided that pigs must be kept under good
«eonditions so that disease would be less
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likely to occur, and no compensation should

be paid unless the pigs were main-
tained in a proper manner. Some growers
have informed me thai they do not

intend to start under the old conditions.
In the past they have collected swill from
the military camps and from bacon fae-
tories.

Mr. Mann: We should have an Act to
prevent swill from heing given to pigs,

Mr. FOX: Some men have told me they
do not intend to start under those eondi-
tions at all. At present it is a depart-
mental instruction that all swill must be
boiled. One grower I kmnow carts 1,200
gallons of swill daily to his pig farm. To
boil that would he a 24-hour job. I know
another man who carts 160 gallons a day.
In future they intend to feed their pigs on
grain, if possible, and under better condi-
tions, so that they themselves will henefit
from an improved system. I do not know
whether it would be possible to buy wheat
cheaper than at the present time. The cost
of producing bacon from pigs fed on wheat
might be too great. But they do not intend
to feed pigs on swill from the camps or
factories. I noticed in the paper this morn-
ing that some pig-growers have already re-
fused to take swill, and its disposal is be-
coming a problem at the camps.

T want to refer now to the conditions
under which the onion crop is to be mar-
keted this year. I understand that the
Army has entered into contraets with the
growers for the supply of 1,100 tons of
onions. The usual erop produced in Western
Australia is somewhere about 1,400 or 1,500
tons a year, hut this year it will he ahout
1,800 tons. I do not know what is going
to he the position if the Army is permitted
to go on with its contract. I understand
the Onion Board is having inquiries made
to see whether the eontract is valid. Under
the legislation passed in this House a few
years ago all onions grown become the pro-
perty of the hoard and must go through it.
The Onion Board is apprehensive at the pre-
sent time. Contracts have been made with
the growers and the board fears that the
onions will be dumped with the military
authorities at the one time. If this occurs
thers will be considerable waste. prices will
rise and the people generally will go short.
According to the many reports we have had
in this House we know that the Army is
not overcareful in regard to the supply of
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food. I have heard statements to the effect
that dozens of loaves of bread have gone
out in the swill, and vegetables as well.
One report stated that £10 worth of peas
went out and were sold in other places
where they should not have been sold.

Mr. Thorn: The military people ave very
eareless with their storage.

Mr., FOX: The farmers will he anxious
to deliver the onions as soon as possible,
if it is valid for the military anthor-
ities to make econtracts with the growers.
It would be better for the crop to
zo through the board which would rezu-
late the flow on to the market, and the
zrower would be obliged to keep the onions
in good order and econdition, and grade
them to the satisfaction of the market in-
spector. There would then be no waste. If,
however, the opnions are delivered in the
way the military people desive this year
there will be considerable waste and shortage
of onions for the eivil population,

My. Thorn: Did not the hoard waive ifs
control a hittle while ago?

Mr. FOX: No. It commences to function
when the main crop comes in. If the mili.
tary authorities take 1,100 tons out of the
estimated crop of 1,800 tons there will not
he a great deal left over for the board to
deal with. The crop might aot total 1,800
tous but only 1,400 or 1,500 tons. 1 would
like the Minister to look into that aspect
and see whether he can do something to
conserve the food supplies for the eivil
population.

There is one other matter on whieh I
would like to say a few words, and that is
the position of the market gardeners. They
are very much coneerned at the present
time with their position, which is on all
fours with that of the farmers. I have
been asked to tell the Minister—in faet I
sent him a letter T received from a gardener
stating that they eannot do much with
voluntary organisation. There has heen
n lot said in the past about compulsory
vnionism. The market gardeners now want
4 little bit of compulsory unionism as well.

Mr., Thorn: Is that Mr. Mountjoy's atti-
tude?

Mr. FOX: No, I do not know him and

have not seen him. They want a small levy
made on all sales in order to help them
organise. It is difficult to do any organis-
ing nnless the organiser has the co-opera-
tion of all the members. A few years ago
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these people endeavoured to form am cnion
board on a compulsory basis. It did not
funetion very well and finally went out of
existence, although quite a number of them
stood by it. The remainder slid out and
sold their onions where they should not
have beenn sold. Thev complain that at the
present time they are having a very rough
deal.  Same vegetable: are over-produced.
T do nol know of any that are under-pro-
duced. We shonld have a system of plan-
ned production. The farmers require some
such system also. It would be hetter if all
the wheat farms were run hy a commis-
sion, such as the Harbour Trust Commis-
sion, and the farmers put in as managers.

My, J. H. Smith: Nationalisation'

Mr. FOX: The same thing ecould be done
with the market gardeners.

A, Seward: Who wounld be in charge of
the rainfall?

AMr. FOX: We should have =a planned
production.  We should know what we want
and the amount we have, and each person
who grows for sale shonld have a quota.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 6.25 pam.

TLegisiative Council.
Tuesday, 2ith November, 1942.
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The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at 2.15

p.m., and read prayers.

MOTION—TRATFTIC.

Government Petrol Buses and Stands.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (¥ast) [218]: I
move—

That the Government is deserving of strong
eengure for using petrol-driven omnibuses to
supplement the tramsport serviee to South
Perth and Como when the conservation of

such fuel is a national nceeessity and other
fuel can be used; and, further, this House ob-



